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consciousness. We all prize highly an old song, an old vielin, and
anold friend. They gain sweetness as they pass along the course of
time. And it is surely an indication of weakness and inordinate
self-esteem to set the thinking of one little brain over against all the
intellectual efforts of the millions of past centuries. It may be desi-
rable and possible for the reformers of our day to push forward the
line of discovery and progress fiur bevond its present limits, bat in
doing so it is well to mark where our predecessors left off) to give
them credit for what they wore, and what they did, and to avoid the
dishonesty of claiming as owr own what rightly helongs to them.
Besides, il they were so incorriuibly stupid as to des vve notling g
contempt, we are their lineal descendants, and  probably retain some
traces of our ancestry.  The teath is that while we have made strides
in physical science, they swrpassed our best efforts in other de-
partiaents.  In oratory, poctey, music, sculpture and painting we are
chiefly copyists; wund the jurists, historians, philosophers, moralists,
theologians, statesmen and warriors of other days are not doomed to
oblivion as .having theiv glory celipsad by the Irillianey  of our
achicvements.

Contempt of the past assumes its wurst form when directed against
Divine Truth and Biblical Institations.  This shows a lack of ap-
preciation of the grandest thouzhts on vecord-—the thoughts of God—
and of the agencies that de most o advanee ad conserve the highest
interests of man. . We need not deny, in umintaining this position,
that Socrates, Plato, Sencear zaud Cleero sund our modern Solons aud
physicists bave had lofty conceptions of ttuth on acertain plane, but
their thinking, according to their own coutession, left very much uu-
determined, and Moses, David, Paul and Jesus Clirist discoursed
luminously on themes of which these sages of the schools were pro-
foundly ignorant.  Unaided reason struggled for centuries 1o solve
the deepest intellectual and cthizal problems, and its conglusions were
obscure and selt-contradictory. The world by wisdom kuew not God,
and man’s future destiny and true aim in life remained an enigma,
But when holy men spoke as they were moved by the Holy Ghost,
they shed @ clear light upon these mystevies, and gave forth practical
delivermuces which are decisive and infallible.  In the Decalogue
illustrated by the sermon on the wount, in the whole Word of God,
and especially in the life and lessons of His Incarnate Son, we have
what forintellee:ual and moral culture is vastly supetior to all that has
been produced by mere human reason.  This is the verdict of universal



