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to be rc-alizcd (25). Ilistory provcs tliat tlley %wcre miistaken.

Wle miay readily concedc this. whilc wve hiold to thieir inspira-

tion. It should not be nccssary in an academic discussion
of this kind for one to pause at cvcry stcp to defcnd his ortlîo-
doxy; but 1 inay be aIIowC(l to explain lbere wvhat I iman. Thie

Aposties' relerences to a speedy advent express a personal

hope rathier than an inspired prediction. Jesus told tlieni
that the tinie; of the " Parousia " wvas not a miatter of revela-

tion. Thecir personal expectation. therefore wvas not based on
the authority of Christ. Paul wvas frank enoughi to acknow-
lcdge this. WTheii lie reconmmended the Corinthiians to ab-
stain from niarriage, because of " the preseni distress '-evi-

dently mieaning thereby the mves and calanîities associated
with our Lord's Second Coning-hie added thiat lie spoke not
by any " commandmcnt of the Lord," but wvas giving tlîern

mnerely bis owin advice (26). In bis Episties, too, we find
unniiiistakceable traces of the educative process whichi ever
marks thec -Divine procedure. Iii bis letter to thue Thessalo-
Mians, wvbichi w~as written first, lie initinuates thiat thec "Parousia"

is at hiand, and in describing it lie uses the cuirrent Jewishi
phiraseology. In bis later writings, however, lie bias grown

into, a more spirituial conception, or at Ieast lie bias a more

spiritual modc of expression. In bis elaborate thieodicy in
Romans ix -xi, lie assumes tliat the consumimation of the
Gospel's work lies ini an indefinitely renuote fuiture. H4e e
well froni lis owni ex-perienice thiat thec conversion of tbc Gcn*
tules -,vas at slow, liand-picking process :ami tliat their evan-

gelization ani the consequenit gathering in of the Jews, whichi
w'ere to precede the end, micant a far-distant realization of the
Ringdoni. Yet these two view-,s -%vbIicli arc 50 palpably con-
flicting, Nvere -allowed to reniain iii the New Testamient

w'ritings.

(25). 5ae 3: xS --nd 1. Peter 4 : 7 ant Il. Ilctcr 3 S-i3.
(26). I. Cor. 7: 23-40.
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