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ME AND SCHOOL.

~ Macarius,
BY-BARRARA HEATON ,
‘T early Fathers, in-their chilitlike way
This pleasant story: tell, L
~Of_good “Macarins,- who with-praise and
payer
“Dwelt in a desert coll,

“One mid

ight, whilo™ in penance-hard -to
ear, B
“He watched the hours away,
A wortdrous Presence filled the little room !
"He heand an-Angel'say :

174 Dost thou, then, think the scourge isdear
to God ?
“Fhat goodness dwells with thee?
Sandal hl)‘ feet and go unto the town;
Two women thou wilt see

- 4 Meniding some fishier's nets tpon the sands,”
Lo I-in God's holy sight,

“They are as far above thee as the day
-In clearer than the night,”

Obedient to the word, at carly dawn
“He found the women there s

Hamee, and Pauly, silently at work,
Mending their nets with care,

e bent before them: *“Women,. well
hetoved
Of God 1 all your ways,
ell to His servant,-what thing-you have
done,
To win an Angel’s prajse *"

-Half fearing und- amazed, they -humbly
-«
** Father,-no samnts are we 3
Two loving andobedient wives,
Beside this lonely sea’s

** Twotender mnothers, who, with Inisy hands,
‘Toil througly the lappy day ; .
!l‘wablesggi{l wonien, who on Christ's dear
e,
'In"c'\'e;-y hour can stay.”

‘“Anien 1 -But with what offering
B Do you His presence seek 1.
=+ We strive to think no evil. -For His sake

N No'angry word we speak.”

or Vow,

Macarius bent his head, and nevermore
Turned back into his cell,
To-pass-the- nights -beneath -the- heavy.
-scourge, -
Or fasting prayers to_tell,

But in some lov ing toil for other's good,
Through busy, happy days,
-Humbly and patiently he strave
To win the nobler praisc.
Nrw York Ciry.

The Prodig.1's-Return;

¢ A CERTAIN-man ha two sons; and-
| the younger of them £aid to his futher,
-|{-Father,-give me the portion-of goods

| that falleth to me, And he devided
"||-unto_them his living. And not_many
duys after; the younger son gathered ail
“together, and-took his journey into &
“t [far-country, and-there-he wasted- his
‘|| substance” with riotous living, And
:| |-when_he-had-spent-all, there:aro.e a
mighty famine-in that land ; and he
-began-to be-in-want, Aund-he went
-} und joined -himself to & citizen of that
country ; and-he sent him into his field
-to feed swine. And he would fain have
-filled his belly with the husks that the
| swine-did eat ; and no man gave unto
him. And when he came to -himaelf,
“he said, How many hired servants of
-my father's have bread enough to spare,”
| and I perish with hunger. J will arise
and go to my father, and will-say uato

more worthy to be called thy son ; make
_me a8 one of thy bired servavts. And
-he arose, and came to his father, But
“when_he was-yet a-great say_off-his
-father-saw him, and Aad-compassion,
_and-ran, and fell-on his neck, and
kissed Aim, o

‘“And the son sid unto him, Father,
I have sinned against heaven, and in
Aby-uight, and am no more worthy.to
“be called thy son, ~

*| Bring forth -the_beat robe, and-put it~

-| and shoea on his feet ;- and bring hither

‘| hand, and cover his- soiled; bleeding

'|“You are sons and daughters of a King !

| Sure enolgh;-you are living on-swine's

- lﬁlyﬁprh; q;; Coun;&l:ﬁ;& Encour-

_him,~Father, 1 have -sinned sgainst |-
-heaven, sud- before - thee, and- am no |-

G Iiutthéfnkhér siidrt;)’::hi; sei;vn'mb,
on him; and put-a ring on- his-hand,

the-fatted calf; and kill it , and-let us
eat, und bo merry ; for this my ton was
dend,-and-iv-alivezagain ;-he was-lost
and is found,"— Words of Jesus.

“THE LOVE OF_THX FATHER.

Jesus knew that some of us-would
fall 20 low that both to-the world and
to ourselves, our case would seem:hope.
‘less.  Therefore, in this Parable of The.
Prodigal Son, He disclosed -the-great
loving heart of God the” Father. The

son-"had wasted all -with harlots and|

drunkards. Hungry, naked, cold,
weary, almost -dying, he -turned his
face toward home; Justics would bolt
the door against hiny;und he knew-it.
-But porhaps mercy would give him a
servant’s place. -But no! When -he
was yet a great way off his father saw

him, und had compassion, and ran, and |

fell on- his ‘neck _and kissed him.
Hardly-would he wait-to hear his aad
“tale; for he was impatieat toclothe him
_with royal-robes, to put a ring on-his_

deet.  The pet calf-was none too good
for his son, and musio should banish
-the lust truce of sadness from his heart.-

My -brother—my -sister ! -have-you
fullen? Does the world- spurn you?
God the-Fatherloves you. -Satan’bids
vou doube it,-but-he -was_a_liar from
the beginning, Shake-off your-fears !

Sure enough,-you are in a far country,-

husks. _In your father's house thero is
‘plenty for yor.” Assure as God's word
‘is=true, il“you * will-urise -and -go -to
your -Father,” when- you “are yet_ a
great .way-off," He will *“run-to meet’
you,” H.-"W. A,

sgoement _for Penitent Seekers
of Salvation.

BY-TIE REV.E- H.-DEWART; D.D,
"G 8et thee up Waymarks,"~Jer. xxxi. 2.
Parr T,

It is an important und critical point
in the history of-every-life, when the
soul-awakens from-its guilty sleep, and"
becomes conscious of thé grandeur and
interest of its apirituul destiny, and
sees by the light of God's Word the
sad_evidences of ingratitude, enmity

sinst God, and selfish folly, which
‘blot-and darken the past life; when
guilty fear oversliadows the conscience
and-shrouds the future, and the dis-
‘quitted spirit, anxiously and-despond-
ingly seeks for_relief and deliverunce.
To thone who feel this-burden of con-
scious condemnation, and- sincerely
"desire to obtain an assurance of pardon-
and adoption, this-tract-is addressed ;
“with-a” hope, that- at-such a-time, =
few. plain_words of -warning-and en-
couragement may be read with special
intereat and advantage. )

I: RESOLVE_TO PULLY RENOUNCE
-EVERY- 8IN, )
-~ Many seek forgiveness with -much
apparent earncatness, and yet-cling. to
some enalaving idol, some sinful habit,
“or some feeling-of enmity-and bitter-
nees againat some one, who they think
_has wronged them, “which: keeps- them
from -attaining the_blessing -sought:
“ If ye forgive not men their trespasess,
neither will your Father_forgive:-your

|yvur guilt, strength for your-weakness,

| bave rightly estimated the value of the

_| of your guilt-and danger, and need to
’| pray -earnently that- God- would give.

-|is "aguinst His Jove and-faithfulness

“|[of. Righteousness arise in your:leart,
[V with healing in-His swings. -Until the

“Many who have a-name to belong to
_Christ, make no progress, for the snme
_reason ; they-wishto enjoy the advan.
tages of religion, and still retain scme
of -their .pleasant -and -profitablo- sins.
But this cannot be. **-Ye cannot serve
Gud .and Mammon.”” “If thy- right
hand offend-thee, cut it off, and cast it
from-thee.” You muat.choose whom
‘you will-serve. The heart must be
fully aurrendered to Christ before He
will-dwell " in- you ‘the- hope-of glory.
-Any- unholy attachment persidted in
-will- keep -you- in- darkness and- con-
demnution. “We must-lay aside epsry
weight, and the sin-that doth so easily
esel us, in order to run-with patience
the race-that s aset -before -us. The
Saviout’s. words -are -very emphatic:
“Aund whososver_doth not bear his
cross, and .come after Me, he cannot
be My disciple.” Hence all -need-to
pray fervently :—

‘ The deavest ido! I have known,
“Whate'er that idol be,
-Help mo to tear it from 'I‘hy, throne,
And worship only Thee.'

‘Il BEWARE_OF SKEEKING LANGUIDLY, AS
“IF-MERELY™ SOMK SECONDARY INTER:
EST -WERK -AT -STAKL,

It-is-no vain thing, it is your life.
You are seeking blewsings so important,

light for your darkness, pardon- for

healing for your soul's d

ul's-deadly malady,
meetness- for _its _holy -and - immortal
fellowship. ~ Let the-greatneas of the
blessings-sought impel you- to-seek
with-"an earnestness - proportioned -to
-their-inestimable- worth, If- you are
‘neeking feebly-and fitfully, you cannot

bleasings you are asking, You are yet
reating in shallow and imperfect views

‘you_true views of yourself, ¢ Itisan
ovil thing, and bitter,-that-thoun- hast

‘departed from-the_Lord thy God.” It

you have sinned. It is His mercy you
have slighted and-neglected.  °It -is
His- wrath that ‘unforgiven sin will
draw down upon your unsheltered head:
There is no_hope for-you but in His
‘mercy. 1f He does not save you, you
must remuin forever unsaved-and un.
blest: -Cry mightily; therefore, to God
for-mercy. Though mere earnestness
-will not save you, you cannot be really.
sincere; if you-are not earnest in your
‘supplications- for -the_blessings-of sal-
vation.  Christ himmelf, though -not
exposed to-the dangors_that_threaten’
you, $n the daysof Hie fleah offered up
‘prayers and supplications; with strong
erying and tears, to Ilim that was-able
to save-Ilim from death. God's pro-
-mise to yout iy, *‘ And yo shall seek Me
and-find -Me, when-ye-have searched
for.Me with-all your -heart.” Never

relax-your-esrnestuess until_the_Sun

day break, and the shadows flee away,
continue to plead, I will not-let. Thee
90 viriless Thow bless me. -
-111._DO"NOT SEEKK POR A SHORT TIME,
_ -BECOME-DISCOURAGED, AND-GIVE-UP.
* “THE STRUGGLE BKPURE FINDING THE

-PEARL-OF GREAT:PRICE.

How can such persons be truly sin:
cere? -If-ever you had resson to-be
snxiousand earnést to secure salvation,

tre " ¢ I€ T vegard-iniquity in
my,Eurt, the Lord will not hear.me.”

that, if you -fail- to-secure_them, you |’
are forever undone. You-are aeking |-

a-title-to heaven's blessedness; and-a |-

force. God in unchangeably holy and-
just. Sin-is unchangeably_degrading -
and ruinous. Mercy and salvation are-
still unspeakably desirable, It is not:
safeto yield to discouragement, and
sink back into indiffsrcnce.  This last-
atate is..worse than-the first. Reat-
‘not without the joy of -salvation, Let
your faith and prayers have a-definite
object, and plead the ‘Divine promises
as- the -ground for your expectation.
Keep it clearly before-your mind that
i¢ is your privilege to have the assurance
of God's -favour—the- witness- of the-
Holy Spirit-with your apirit -that you-
ure-a child of God. “He .that be.
lieveth in the Son huth the witness in-
himself.”" Boware of soothing a dis-
turbed conscience with some -reforma.
tion-in conduct and .a-stricter atten-
dance to religious- duties, while the
sentence of condemnation still remains,
stornly-written against you, There-is_
no-need “that_yon-should settle down
with a fulse peace. True peace and-

rest are promised in Christ-und-may

be-yours. As- Mr. Flctcher sayn,

¢ Better_go on-thy-way -weeping, till

thou- hust-really found:-the -peurl _of-
great price,than to-1est “in -u- hasty

conceit -that thou hast found it, when
‘thou hast not.” Let thy cry- of your

heart be,—

*¢ Short of Thy.love I would not stop,-
A atranger to tho Gospel hope,

R ‘The sense of_sin forgiven ;

I would not, Lord; my soul deceive,

- “Without the inward witness live,

That antepast of-heaven.”

There muy-be times-when -the -skies
‘seem shrouded with despuir, and every--
star-of -hope-and--promise-is- hidden-
from -your-sight. All-that you had
deenied-fixed and sure scems to reel.
and “totler-around_you. A _sense of
uncertainty-oppresses -you,  You are
ready to-doubt everything; and. the
adversary of youraoul taunta you with _
these -very doubts—which he himself
suggested—to bring-you back-into the-
sluvery.-of deepair. - Nevertheless the
foundation -of God standeth sure.
4 Cust nut-away, therefore, -your-con--
fidence, which-hath-great- recompense
of reward.” In the darknees God.is
near, though-our unbelief apprehends
Him not. Many of God’s most-hon:
Red-Sea-of doubt and darkness into
the -promised -rest™of. faith, where-the-
light of God's countenance scatters the-
shadows of -guilty fear away,

You need not-wait to solve to your-
ratisfuction all the perplexing problems-
of theol 2
awakened -mind - for - solution, before-
you belisve.  If you-kuow- that-youn
are & poor,guilty sinner, needing-sal-
vation ;. and that Christ-is infinitely-
able and willing to save you, you know
all the theology necessary “in- order-to
be saved. “Salvation by fuith-ix like a-
puzzle, which, owing-to-some miscon-
ception-on -our -part, may perplex-us
for awhile; but when-it is-explained,-
we-wonder why we did not underatand
itatonce. - -

1V. GET"IT DISTINCTLY FIXED-IN YOUR
"MIND; THAT YOU CANNOT"MERIT SAL:
VATION =BY- YOUR OWN-WORKS ; THAT
“IT -18 THE: GIFT~OF -GOD,- RECKIVED
‘BY FAITH, o
_ For by-grace-are_ya saved, through
Jaith, and that not of yourselves ; it @
the gift of God: When the trembling
Juiler usked,~ Wiat must™J do (o be
saved ?" -Puul answered,—** Believe on
the Lord-Jesus-Christ, and- thow shall

that reason atill exists with unchanged

be saved, and thine house.” And

oured servants have passed through s

ogy, thut_ piess -upon your |




