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. UTHER AND THE POPES
5 INDULGENOES:

! 770 galn money for the erection
& the mighty Church of St. Peter's,
TPop® Leo X. sont forth iudulgence-
‘noP8trs across the Alps to extort
i1k from Drince and peasant, by
the Rla.of licensea to sin, the gold
ifequired for his vainglorious pur
1ho®:  Omne of the most eless
i these Indulgence-sellers, the
Dypltican monk, John Tetzel,
kurd his way to the qulet towns
wnd tlties o central Germany. In
the bmp a&and state of an arch-
YMshop he travoersed the country.
{ hg up his great red cross and
buJPit in the market-places, he
wreored his wares with the effront-
&y 3 a Mountebank and quack-
w2V, to Which he added the most
frighttul  Slasphemies. *“This
kot he would say, polnting to
hip Sandend, “has ss much efficacy
s the very cross of Christ. There
Iy »0gin 50 that an indalg-
‘4 cannot remit ; only let the sin-
aer Day well, and all will bo for
:gtved him."  Even the releass of
2ouls {n purgatory could be pur-
‘th8d by money. And he sought
-’ Wing the souls of, his hearers
ay 8ppeals to their human affec-

HoDs:

go“ ! noble ! merchant ! wite!
Yoot} malden! do you aot hear
yoOI paredts and friends who are
de#d cry from the bottomless
AbYR, - We aro suffering horrible
torents; & trifiing alms will save
&g; jou can give it ; and you will
uo‘ tn

_AS the people shuddered at these
wOTl, the prazen impostor went
o ¢ “At the very instant that the
:molty rattles at the bottom of the
&hest, the spul escapes from pur-
gatoly and fites to heaven.” Thers
‘w28 3 graded price for the pardon
"of €vory sin, past or tuture, from
sth® Moet venial to tho most heinous
:~—e¥en those of nameless shame,
i TBe honest goui of Luther was
:toded to incigaation by these {m-
pjetls.  “I? God permit, I will
jxske a hole in Tetzel's drum,” he
:yndd,  He denled the efficacy of
‘tbe Pope's indulgences, declering,
- €Xtept yo repent, ye shall all like-
.wi5e perieh.”  But still the de-
Jesloy  spread.  The trafic in
.Jicfuses to gin throve amain. The
Jbra% Relormer took his resclve.
-He would protegt in the name of
got ap.l_nat the fiagrant iniquity.
.. A% npon’on the day before the
-¥east of A1l Saints, when whoso
" vislted the Wittenberg church was
proised a Dlenary pardon, he
“walked boldly up and nelled upon
> {38 dJoor w Daper containing the
-falogs Ddinety-five theses against
_tbe doctrine of {ndulgences. 'The
‘ 878t o2 thege, Which gives the key-
" pote of the whole, reads thus: * When
. o8I Lord and Master Jesus Christ says
2sFpept,’ he means that the whole life
X of Wljevers upon earth should be a con-
-g120t. and perpetual repentance.” This

: ¢he Reformation. The sounds of the
<. pAlner that nailed this bold protest to
~the church door echoed throughout
7Pugpe, and skeok the papal throns.
~vThuy was hurled down the gauatlet of
- delance to the spiritual tyranny of
Hone, The theses created a prodigious
' selsgtion,
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3 {\w Jova £0 hear the sins they love to
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‘gist o October, 1517, was the epoch c2,

LUTHER NAILING UP THE THESES.:

AN ANSWERED PRAYER.

It was a handsomely furnished sitting-
room in a home on R—— Street, * Be-
tween the porticres a glimpse of tho
breakfast table from which the family
bad just rizen could be scen, a carefully
appointed table with shining silver,
delicately tinted china, and bhot-house
flowers.

In the room where the Rays were
assombled an open coal firo danced.
Cestly plctures and rare dits of bric-a-
brac gave an air of taste and refinement
to the apartment, an air which the ap-
pearance of the.family carried ount.

They were kneeling at family worship.

The father, a stalwart man in the prime
of lite, prayed earmestly, “ O Father in
heaven, 1 beseech thee, save tho boys of
our lang.” ‘Then, as if {n framing the
sentence a decper realizgtion of its im-
portance had come to kim. he repeated,
‘“ Save tbe boys, for Christ's sake.”

At his slde keelt his wife. Her heart,
tilled with love for her dear son, went
out to the thousands of mothers of the
1and, many of whom wero anxfous and
grieved over their children: so with
quivering lips and shining lashes, sho
repeated, “ Save tho boys.”

Near her mother knelt the only daugh-
ter of thst home, Helon, a bdeautiful
blonde of cighteen. She thought, not

80 much of her brother, although
a dovoted sister, as of another who
was often at her alde.  Again she
heard the low, carcasing volce,
agaln the blood leaped quickly
thrcugh her veins as she met tho
gazs ol tho frank brown eyes
Even In her sheltored life she had
heard of the tomptations that come
to young mon, and Helen bowed
her golden head lower and echoed,
‘Save tho boya.”

The other occupant of the room
was Tom, the only son, Listening
to bis father’s fervont worda and
catching the gleam of his mother's
tears, ho recallod how, a weck g0,
he had seen his friend, Frank Sut-
ton, carried unconaclous from the
room at a club supper Tom wqp-
dered, both then and now. how
Frank could so far forget to be a
gentleman., As.for himsel?, why.
his head had eched tho next day,
that was all. But remembering
his mother’s toars, Tom ropeated
mechanically, thinking meantime
of Frank, " Save the boya.”

When prayers wero over, they
roze to go their separate ways unti)
lupch time.

How did cach one go adout an-
swering, with Gad’a Telp, the
prayer just offored ? i

Mr. Ray hurried down town
through the Iavigorating winter
air. First, thero was o meeting
with political friends. At ita close
this husband and father handed the
chairman of the committee three
crisp ten-dollar bills, and sald *
“Use this to control the saloon
e¢lement in the Third Ward. A
Httle judiclous treating there, and
we are sure of carrying the duy "

Then he bowed out his visitors,
and, douning cap and overcoat, set
out to attend & meeting of the
stoeckholders of & browiag com-
pany. Ho presided over the meat-
ing, and succeeded {n carrying a
motion which provided for the In-
creasa o! the working capacity of
the company. Wins was served.
As our friend leaned back in his
luxurfous chair and =ipped the
sparkling amber beveiags, he sald
to himself, *"A good morning’s work
done.”

Meanwhllie, the mother, after
kigslng her husband and children,
wont downstairs to confer with the
cook.

* We shall have guesis for din-
per, Sergh,” she sald, “I1 am
particularly anxious gbout the
pudding , 1 will come down and
make the brandy ssuce myself.
Where is Thomas?”

*In the pautry, ma'am.”

“Pleass send him to ma 1
want to be sure he undcrstands
about the wine for to-night.””

Helon, after donning a pretty
street smit, took a downtown car.
She had embroldery silk and ribbon- to
match, and she must have now gloves
for evening. As sho walked briskly
along she encountered a tall, fine-looking
young man. Tho rose-rod on Helen's
cheek deepened as h»- turned to accom-
pany her down the gtrost,

1 ghall see you at Misas Noble’s to-
morrow ovening ?°  she asked, cx-

pectantly.
« 11 think =ot. It 18 a card party,
[{] I

and yon know 1 never play.”

Helen shook bher golden head.
won't say & word about playing, but I
shall bo disappointed, for,'—she stoppcd
abruptly ar she realized how much she
was mying.



