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“1 Will Be a Helper.”
LY MRS. ANDERSON,

I aAY not die for Jesus
As many children died,

Wheu those swho foind their Saviour
Lost every*hing beside ;

But I can live for Jesus
With holy deed and word,

And as a true confessor

May glorify the Lord.

I cannot bo au angel,
To wait befure tho throne,
And at God's word 8y swiftly,
His mandates to make known;
But God hasnoble errands
A child can do aright,
And I may gladly serve hir,
A measscnger of light.

1 may not bear the Gospel
Across the ocean blue,
But as a little helpec
May succour those who do.
Full many a drooping banner
Light breezes have unfurled,
And pehnies, blest by Jesus,
Oft help to movo the world,

CHINESE PAGODAS.

ALMOST as many pagodas may be seen in
gomo parts of China as there are churches
| in the populuus parts of Canada. These
.buldings were put up many vears ago, and
"are magz very strong, of brick or stone and
sonetimes of moro costly material. Some
ofthem contain 1dols and are inhabited by
priests, but many have nothing m them,
'“poless bats and bugs.
Some of these pagodas are very besutifal
:buildings, decorated with carving and
ornaments, and have numerous little bolls
hanging from them. Thoroisa grezt deal
of superstition about these buildings among
the Chinese. It is thou,” * that thoy hare
great power to prevent ev. influences and
. are even able to protect & city frum the
 attacks of armies.  This bolief has been so
| strong in sume places that armies when
! they intended to capture a city would first
. destroy tho pagoeda. ~
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SOME CHINESE CUSTOMS.

Tuz ninth month in China is the end of
autumn, sand on the ninth day of the
month the Chinese go to the highest bit of
ground or the loftiest roofs within their
re=th and employ their time in flying Kates.

Panigbments for offences of a compara-
tively light nature are inflicted by making
the offonder wear a wooden collar, or by
picrcing the ears with arrows to tho ends
of which are attached slips of paper on
whith are inscribed tho crimes of the
culprit. Frequently the criminals, bc:m:g
those signs of their dizgrace, are parad
up and down tho strect, and thoy are
sometimes flogged through the strect, pre-
ceded by a herald who announces the

crimes for which they are thus punished.

* ‘The Chineso wear nothing that is tight-
. fitting. The usual dress in summer of a
“coolio is a looso-fitting pair of cctton
trousers and an equally Inose jacket, and in
"winler ho wears quilted ocotton clothes.
“The woalthier classes wear garments of
silk, Yinen, ard silk gauze in tho summer,
and woollen or fur clothes in the winter.
They will-also wear long turnics coming
down to the ankles, with long, foll slecves,
and with a belt at tho waisi. Tho dress
of tho women is very similar to that of
the non.

The mon have tho head shaven excopt
the crown, where the hair iz .itored to
grow to its full length.  Th', hair ir care
fully plaited, and falls down the “wek,
forming the ‘*‘qucue,” commonly known
as the “‘pigtail™ A4s a general rulo 2be

head is shaved about once in ten days, and
ag it i3 impossile for a man to shave his
own head, the barber’s trade is a large and
flourishing vne It is carnied on in shops,
and by itinerant barbers in tho streets
whil: he wealthy summon the barbers to
their houses.

When the Chinese wish to describe a
perset. who pretends to be very brave and
makes a great parade in order to show his
courage, they say that ‘‘ho is cutting off a
hen's head with a battlo axe.” A coward
who buasts of his cuurngo they call *a
paper tiger.”  They « upare a persun who
protonds tu be what he is nut tu a fux who
tries th look as noble and strong as a tiger.
If a person is ignorant of buoks, thoy will
say : **Turn him upside doswn, but not a
drop of ink will come out of him.”

cuuntries like China thero aro tigers and
sorponts, and vther dangerous buasts.

Wall, in South China thoro are many
tigers, and thoy do sometimes kill people.
But the danger I mean 18 not from tigers.

What I mean is that your father and
mother, if they woro heathans, would very
likely have kilied you, or elso thruwn you
out to starve and die. A great many little
girls are killed in China by their own
parents every ycar. .

The buys are not killed in this way.
When their parents are poor they think it
very nice to have a boy baby, because,
when he grows a little bigger, ho will help
to gather wood and dry grass to light the
fires, will lead the oxen out to cat, and
when ho gota stronger will work in the
fields, and buy and sell, and earn monoy.

A CHINESE FAGODA.

WHAT I WOULD SEE IK CHINA.
BY REV. JOBN G. GILSOXN, OF SWATOW.

Yot are banded together to help in
mission wurk, and I hope you will always
remctuber that that means taking part in
the work of Christ himself.

You in this country cannot know what
need ther is in other lands for the work of
missions.

Dn you knuw what it would be like to bo
there?

If you bad been born in China some
¥years agn, your parents would most likely
havo bcen heathens.  What does that
mean - It means a great deal that I cannot
cxplain to you.

ut if you aroc a girl, it means that your
life would have bven in danger when you
were a little baby.

Perhaps you think I mean that in far-off

But a girl cannot work in the fields. Sho
will eat a8 much as her brothers, and not
be nearly so usoful. If they keep her, or,
as thoy say, if thoy feed her, till she is six-
teen or eighteen yoars old, thoy can sell
her to be the wifc ofea boy in another
family.

The Chinese generally marry very young,
and the fathers and mothers chooso tho
husbands and wives. But very often thoy
think it is too much trouble to take cara of
a littlo girl till she is old enough to marry,
and it costs too much money to give her
food apd clothes for 80 many yeara. So
they soll her to another family, to be fed
and cared for till sho grows up and can
become the wifo of ono of the boys in that
family. But if one or tro girls aro already
in a family, another little mater is thought
to bo too many, and her father and mother
kill hor, or throw her out to die.

Thoy do nut know that God has forbid-
den murdor, and that tho Lord Josu: * .vea
littlo chuldron, but in a heathon homo oven
tho love of a fathor and mothor is not
known as we know it hore.

If a gurl’s lifo is spared, her nts will
learn, e7on in China, to lovo her and her
brothers too, but thoy caro less to make
her happy, and sho will have a groat deal
of hard work to do.

It is not good for A:Lono to bo idlo, and
hard work is no hardship; but a girl in
China 18 not sont to school, she is not
taught to read and write, and she gota ncne
of the loving care which makes the happi-
ness of your lives. The boys, too, hare
hard work, and many of them nover go to
school. Abovo al}, neither boys nor girls
ever hear the swoet words and the wonder-
ful atorics of tho Bible.

The only religion thay are tat;ght is to
go sometimes to the temples of the idols,
and kueel befor ugly imzges of wood and
plaster, or to burn sticks of incenso at the
door of their own house, or at the graves
of their grandparents.

There is nothing to tesch them tho won.
derful love of God, and thoy grow up be-
lieving that ths woods and hills, the houses
and streets, ere full of bad spirits and
ghosts who can hurt them in many ways;
and that there is no one who is good
enough and strong onnugh to take care of
them. They learn to tell lies, and use bad
and ugly language, to fight, and cheat, and
gamble.

That is how you would have grown up if
you had been born in Chins.  And it there
Wwere no missionaries, all theso bad and sad
things, and a great many more, would go
on year after year.— Messeniger.
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A SICK BOY'S8 REQUEST.

Now working fur Christ in Liberia is &
young man named Walters, who tells in
the Spirit of Mimouns a touching story of
his boyhoud. He was wvne of Bushop
Penick’s buys .n the schoul at Cape Mount,
Liberia, whou vne of the numerous tribal
wars across the frontier broko out. Saveral
fugitives took refuge in the school, and
among them a boy who had besn
hurt and was half starred. Walters too
care of the Iad and did all hecould for him;
bat ho says: *“He fmv worse and worss ;
but, boy as I was, I never & any-
thing scrious. But one evenming he sent
for me, and, after thanking me profusely
for what I had Gone for hun, with tears in
his oyes and faltering voico, he said : *Joe,
1 am going to die, and I want yoa to pray
for mo.' Judgo of my surpnise snd con.
fusion, sinco I wss not a Christian, and
hence did not know how to point a dyi
heathen boy to ‘the Lamb of God, w
takoth away l:.ho sin oi tho world.' I trisd
to o him that he was gotting botter,
m this was only a l;it:kly8 fronz‘y
which would wear off after a good night's
slcep. But to no parposs. He azsured
mo that he was about to dis, and begged
mo to kaeel down by his bed and xny for
him. 1 fically consonted, knelt down by
his bed, and said the Lord's Prayer. Ho
thankod mo Leartily, and asked 1f 1 would
still grant one last potition. I consented.
Ho said . * My last roquost xsthatyou;fwill
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ve mo a prayer to dio with.

giosi ing, I tald him to =ay: * Kamba Im
' . forgu'e me).

I left him, thinking that after & good
sloop ho woald better by morning. Bat
about four o'clock next moming I was
awakened and told that he

bad just died, -
andt!‘.»hedied repeating 'A;nnbaIa

“Bince then I have been to tho United
States to learn how to be » mismonary, and
am now, I trust, better qualified to potut »
secking soul to Christ.”



