
THE TRUE ICNIG 1-T.

THE CITY 0F V\ANC'OU\7ER.

The City of Vancouver is heautifuiiy situated
on tihe southern shore of l3urrard Iniet, withi
False Creeký. an amni of the Sen, runingi weil
up Into the centre of the Corporation Iimiits.
uts western side stretches dowNn to the wvaters
of nFnglish Bay and Gulf of G-orgia. awvay be-
yond whvichl are to ho seenl the o-ti>e
maountains of Vancouvier- Island. Fromi any part
of the City magnilicent, vieu-s may be hail.
b ýotanding on aimost any p)oint on Mount Pleas-
ant or Fairviewv facing the Iniet, one sees spread
out hefore 1dmi a panoraii scene uf great
beauty and grandeur. Immnediateiy i)eneatih the
spectator lies the City pl'Oper, wilh Us S5 miles
of Streets, its massive and coninudiuus blcuels
of -stonie and brick and its palatial and i>eauti-
fui residences surrounded hy trees and weii-kept
i.awns. Beyond are the blue waters of the Iniet,
on wvhose busomi may be sLen gliding along. or
riding at anchor, great steanships, tuwering
merchalitmt-i-, and occasiunaiiy une or mure
warships. Stili further heyond and un the op-
posite side of the Inlet are tu he seen the Indian
Mission of the Romian Catholie Church, Nor-thi
Vaflcouver and tRie great Moodlyville Mills. Baclc
of ail, stretching in a great line fromn east to
west, are the towvering mnountains, fuminiing a
fitting fraineu~ork for the scene of beauty and
grandeur which %ve have been vainly endeavor-
lng tu describe. Promiinent in tRie muiuntain
ran.ge are the "Lions," two majestic peaks, ris-
ing to the heighit of f ront 6,0)00 tu î,000 feet,
keeping watch and %ward over the entrance to
the harbor. These peaks have heen eailed thie
"Lions" front the fact that viewed froni aliinost
any part of tRie City they i)resent a iikeness
to couchant lions. No descriptiun of the scenery
of Vancouver would ho complete that omitted
a reference to Stanley Park, wvith its giatit trees
towering alof t froni 200 to 300 feet, and of such
girth as to hoid a span of horses and carniage
in their liuliow trunks, its miles of shade em-
bow'erced waiks, and its unequalied dr-ive of nine
miles in length, uver a simooth sheil road. To
watch a sunset fromn Prospect Point in Stanley
Park i S a sight neyer tu be forgotten. This
point riscs to a hieiglit of 216 feet above high
water miark. Away to thie west stretch thie
waters of English B3ay and thie Guh5 of Georgia
and heyond, at a distance of 40 miles or so,
gleatniflg sparkiing in the rays of tRie 3etting
sun, are the snow capped mountains of Van-
couver Island, whie away eastward streteh the
waters of the Inlet, until lost to view b)etween
thie converging mountains. As the sun nears
the horizon you notice stealln1g siowly aiong thie
maounitains to the north of the Inlet, a beautiful
purpie haze, which no pen can d'epict or pencil
portray. Dancing on the bosom of the water
are myriads of rays 'if reflected light. As thie
sun begins to sink behind the distant inountains
thie purpie haze deepens and darkens, the gieami
and shimmner over the wvaters meilow until thie
slowly heaving waters look iike a sea of molten
gold. For sonie time aftcr the sun hias vanished
froi sight tRie traces of bis departing glory
maY be seen siowiy retreating up the mountains
to thie htavens fromn wlhence it came, too beauti-
fuI and sacred a thing to tarry long upon earth.
]Yarkness setties down, thie evening star peeps

out and if there he any sense 0f the heautiu;
in your soul you wvill realize that you have be-
hield a scene w'hose heauty %vill ling-er in meînnry
through lite, and tRie hUke of which can he s -ti
in few iplaces in the %%orld. As one surveys tlus

magîîfieeC ity. wvith itS WEll-l)aved and li,,ht-
ed streets, its electric car system, flot only t-x-
tending to every p)art ot the City. but rUni1iiiiis
to Neiw N\'estinster, 12 miles distant, andi it.i

wcleî ~ateî' and fire syslcmis, it is .lifli Oht
to realize that less titan 15 years ago the se. .it
of ail this business hostie and cialomiercial acti%-
ity wvas a dense forest, similar to that ot Stnàv'
Parli. V'ancouver is the gateway uf trade 1b1-
twveen. the East and West. It lias direct raiiNav-
communication wviti ail points. It lias dit-et.
b. -amship coinînunicltiun with China and Japai,
New Zealand, Austiaia, Hawaii and Fiji, Sait
Fianc:seo, Seattle and other Sound ports, Viîc-
toia and Nanaiino, and other Island pointu,
places aiong the West Coast or ]Br'itish Coltin-
hia. It is aiso the naturai outfitting port for
the KClondike and Atiin, consequently, Its strteets,
wharves and î'aiilvay stations are scenes ut
hustle and business activity, presaging a future
second to no city on the Pacifie Coast.

V.çncouveî. is blest wvith a niild and salubriuuis
cliniate. Wlhat is Winteî' in Diastern Canada is
huere the rainy seasun, interspersed w'ith miany
hriglit and beautifui days. It niay have be:trn
raining- for tvo or three days, %%hen suddeiiy
it ceases, tlie ciuuds rolli a%%ay and the mount-
ains looîn up in ail their giory and grandeuar.
The Sunîmers are simpiy perfect, heautîful
hright days in which the theî'mumeter rarely
rises ahove 85 dugrues, %vith nights pleasaîitly
cool and refî'eshingl. There is an aimost entire
absence of thuiider and lightning. There can be
nu hette' 0or heaithier water for drinking than
that furnished by the Vancouver Water Works.
Engiish Bay furnishes an ideai bathing beatch,
composed of fine sand, sloping gentiy iiito deep
water. In faet on aliiiust every side of thie CRf?
there are to ho found g(&od bathing places. Titere
are few places hetter suited for residencus titan
Vancouver, whether one be in search of hie.tth,
weaith or pleasure.

Some idea of tRie commercial progress and
prospenity of the City may be gathered front the
tact that the bank clearances for eight mozîths
ending June 3Oth, 1899, amounted to $23,049,79ýi. Il
may also he reniark-ed that these bank returns
continue to show a rapid and steady increase.
During the past year residences and blocks to
thie value of over $1,500,000 were erected. The
civie; incorne for 1899 îvas $474,971. Total ex-
penditure $4S2,000. Population 30,000, assessed
value foi' 1[899, land, $12,829,610, buildings and
irnprovenients, $6,748,700. total $19,578,310. FiftY
per cent. of the value of buildings and lmpr.>ve-
ments, is exempted fromi taxation. As an eli-
dence of thie financiai standing of the Clty --t i9
oniy necessary to cite the fact that the last zalt
of three anid one-haîf per cent, bonds of the
City realized 96.50 the amnounit thus costing 3.50
per cent. inteî'est.

For a City of its years Il bas exceptional Adu-
cationai facilities. It hias a large and wehll
equipped High School wlth an efiloient staff uf
teachers. This school is nowv Rn affiliation ýî
MeGdii University, Montreal. There are five
large and commodious public sehools with 3,0)i


