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DIVINITY.

THE GAIN OF DYING.

——

¢ Dealh must be amazing gain.”’—SocRATES,
« TV die is gain.”’—St. Pavt.

Tuat the Apostle St. Paul was not only favour-
ed with the plenary inspiration of the Holy Ghost,
in common with the other writers of the New
Testament, but that he wa¢ a man possessing the
highest order of intellect,—of a strong and highly
cultivated mind, and was well versed in the Gie-
cian, Roman, and Hebrew literature of his day,—
is abundantly evident from his education 2nd
writin € was a native of Tarsus, the metro-
polis of Cilicia, and was by birth a Jewish Roman
citizen. At Tarsuz, at that time celebrated for
polite learmng, and ¢ one of the most illustrious
seats of the Muses,”” he was early educated in
Greek literatare ; and when he was removed to
Jerusalem, he prosecuted the study of the law and
the Jewish traditions, under Gamaliel, a celebra-
ted teacher of that day ; in which he himself says
that his proficieacy was above many of his equals,
being more exceedingly zealous of the tiaditiony
of his fathers, The proof of this we have in the
admirable skill and judgment with which he cites,
explains, and appiies many passages of the Old
Testament in his apologies and Epistles.

That St. Paul has quotcd from among the Greek
poets, Aratus, Epimeniies, and Menander, is uni-
vemaily acknowledgzed. Some have, indeed,
thought that the Apostle has at least referred to
othet of the Greek writets, as Aschylus, Sopho-
cles, aed especially Luripides. e passage,
however, from the Apology of Socrates, which
stands at the head of this paper, as it has been
Treserved by Plato, appears to have escaped the
notice of thase who have written on the literature
of the Apostie ; and which secms as prodably to
have met the eyc and been in the recollection of
St. Paul, as any of thosc referred to from the
Greek poets which have been mentioned, It is
not, howevcr, the design of the writer of thisatti-
cle to attempt 1o prove either that the Apostle
(Pbil. i. 21) has quoted from, or has any allusion
to, the passage from Socrates; but just to notice
the coincidence of sentimeut and language, 2nd
especially to compare the gains of dying, as cal-
culated and described by that greatest of all hea-
then philonorhers, and by the illustrious Apostle
of the Gentiles, and all Christisn believers.

Plato represcnts his master Socrates as thus ad-
dressing his Judges, and the assembled court, at
Athens, hefore whom he had been cited on a
charge of impiety, and of corrupting the Athenian
youth, after sentenne of death had heen pronoun-
ced upon him:—¢ Let us also consider this, that
there is great hope that the thing (dcath) itselfis
good. Une of thése two things must be true:
either death is a privation of thought, or it ix the
soul’s ge {rom one place to another. If it he
a privation of thought, and as it were a peaceable
sleep, undisturhed by dreams, then ‘
Nnk: an eie 6 thdnatos, ¢ death must be amazing

in.’ Now ifdcath docsin any measure resem-

le such & night, I have justly given it the ap-
pellation of great gainj; since its whole time is
only a leng-continued night. If death be a
from this place to another, and the regions
below are a place of Tendezvous for those who
Jive here; pray, my Judges, what greater good
can a3 wan imagine 1—At what rate would not
you purchase a conference with Muszus, He-

sied, aud Homer?  For my pait, if such athing
were practicable, 1 would die a thousand times,
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to enjoy so great a pleasure. What trausports
of joy shall 1 encounter, when [ ineet Palamedes,
Ajax the Telamonian, and all the heroes of auti-
quity ! But the infinitely greatest ani most va-
luab{e plegsute will consist in spending the time
in putting questions and interrogatorics to those

eat men.  Who would not give all he has in
this world for a conference with him who led the
numerous army against Troy, or Ulysses, or Sisy-
phus, and a hundred thousand other men and wo-
men, wlose conversation and discoveries would
afford an ineapressible felicity ? But now it is
time we should all retire to ourrespective offices 3
you to live, and { to die. But whether you or 1
are going upon the better expedition, it is kuown
to none but God alone.?

Such was the heaven of Socrates! Such were
the views of death, and of the gains of dying,
with which this celebrated philosopher endea-
voured to cheer the minds of his surrounding dis-
ciples and friends, and animate them to virtue
and comage, and with which he fortified his own
mind in prospect of his approaching final hour.
Plato tells us, that having conversed cheerfully
with his friends, and having prayed to the gods
10 biess the voyage he was about to undertake,
and render it happy, he drank off the poisoned
draught with admirable tranquillity, and, cover-
ing himself with his mantle, depatted.

These views of death, and of a future and in-
visible world—gloomy, uncertain, and inconsist-
ent as they are—were the best and most cheering
that the Gentile philosophy and theolozy of the
brightest period of hcathenismn could afford.
Death, therefore, to the philosophers of that age,
andeven to Socrates, the greatest of them, though
he speaks of the gain of dying, was, after all—
whether, according to their notions, a dreamless
night of non-existence, or the entrance into an un-
‘l’mo‘:v,n world-—a featful ¢ leap or plunge in the

ark.?

This mystery of a futute world, which hewil-
dered the philosophers of Greece and Rome, s
now made manifest by the appearing of our Sa-
viour Jesus Christ, who hath abelished death, and
hath brought life and immontality to light through
the Gozpel:"? and therefore, St. Paul, at that time
a prisoner in bonds at Rome, and, like Socrates,
having in prospect a violent death by martyrdom,
could say, ¢ According to my carnest expectation
and my hope, that in nothing Ishall be ashamed,
but that with ail boldness, as always, so now al-
so Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether
it be by life or by death. For me to live is
Christ, and to die is gain: having a dcsire to da-
part, and to be with Christ; which is far better.”
4 For we know that if our carthly house of this
tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of
God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens.,” ¢ 1am now rcady to be offered, and
the time of my departurc it at hand. I have
fouzht a good fight, I have finished my course, I
have kept the faith : henceforth there islaid u
for me a crown of rizhteousness, which the Lor
the righteous Judge shall give me at that day:
and not to me only, but unto all them also that
love his appearing.”

If, thetefore, Socrates, unjustly condemned to
death, was regarded as an example of vittne,
forbearance, and courage, by his disciples and the
Athenians, while calmly contemplating the event
that awaited him, and his state beyond the grave ;
how much mote worthy of our admiration and
imitation is the example of the holy and intrepid
Apostle, who could say, 4 The Holy Ghost wit-
nemeth in every city, saying that bonds and affic-
tions abide me. Bat none of these things move me,
neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that

L
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1 mighr finish my course with joy, and the minis-
try which 1 have received of the Lord Jesus, to
testify the Gospel of the grace of God: for I am
ready not to be bound only, but also to die at Je-
wisalem, for the name of the Lord Jesus i

But not only the holy and inspired Apostle, but
the fecblest and meanest Leliever in Christy may
contemplate death, and look towards eternity,
with a more tranquil mind, and with a more cou-
rageous heait, than the greatest hero or philoso-
pher of pagan antiquity ; for itis his to say, with
a confidence which Christianity only caninspire,
4 O death, where is thy sting? O ‘grave, where
is thy vactory? I know whom I have believed,
and am persuaded that he is able to keep that
which 1 have committed unto him against that
day.”?” Would Socrates be willing, if it were pos-
sible, to die a thousand times to purchase a con-
ference with Museus, Hesiod, Homer, &c.? The
Christian knows he has to die but once, to ¢¢sit
down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacobd, in the
kingdom of God ;> and 10 hold eternal and delight-
ful converse with the wise and of all ages
and m:_ions. Would it u:il{). sl:cmra with tras-
ports of joy to meet wi cdes, Ajax, and
all the ojtbet heroes of antiquity * The hn’aiu
goes to join the noble army of martyrs and wor- .
thies, who look joyfully the spoiling of their
goods, and counted not their lives dear unto them-
sclves; and ¢ who through faith subdued king-
doms, wrought righteousness, obtained p
stogped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence
of fire, escapedthe edge of the sword, out of weak-
ness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight,
turned to flight the armies of the aliens.”? He
goes 1o join ¢ the general assemhly and church
of the first-born, the spirits of just men made per-
fect, and an innumerable company of angels and
archengels, chcrubim and scraphim, thrones and
dominioys, principalities and powers.” Would
Socrates give 21l that he had in this world for a
conference with him who led the numerous arm
against Troy ? The Christian goes throagh dnl{
to see the grest Captain of salvation, the mighty
Con:;‘netor of sin, and death, and hell, who has
“led caplivity captive,” and who, “baving
sroiled principalities and powers, made a show of
them openly, tiiumphing over them.” And
though, even under the bright dispensation of the
Gcsrel, the knowledge of & future state is neces-
sarily imperfect ; and therefore 4 it doth not yet
appear what we shall be; yet, we know that,
when Christ shall appear, we shall be like him,
for we shall fee him as he is.”? Did Socrates be-
lieve that the infinitely greatest and most valua-
hle pleasure of immortality would consist in put-
ting questions to his great heroes and philossphers
The Christian is taught that his immortal exist-
ence will be more nably and delightfully empley-
ed ; that he, with the tiumphant charch
heavenly hosts, shell “serve God day and night
in his temple ;7 that there is mavex Lot him in
heaven ¢ an inheritence, incorruptible, and ua-
defiled, and that fadeth not away ;” and that bis
beatified spirit shall be capacitated to suitain ®3
fac more exceeding and eternal weight of gloty.”

But who can calcnlate or adequately describe
the eternal gain of < dying in the Lord I We
way say that it implies an entire and everlasting
exemption from all the evils of this life, and from .
all the miseries of the world to come; and the
endless possesiion and enjoyment of the honour
and happiness of heaven ; but mortality must be
swallowed u3 of life, and the kingdom
for the saints must be eternally inherited
cre it can be known what % God hath
for them that love him.” To all,
die the death of the tighteons, desth isi




