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DIVIN I TY.

THE GAIN OF DYING.

44 Deflh must ha aimazing goain."~- SocRAÂrz.
44 Tg dit is gan. -S. PAUL.

T.àrt thte Apoile St. Paul nas niai only favcur-
ta mitS the plenary inspiration of tie Holy (ihost,
in comnia with tise otiier mitern t oftise New
Testament, but tisai Se aras a masn passessing lise
lhiëisst arier ai inteliect,-of a stong anti iigiy
culitvated salit, antima wu$ l rttersei lin thse (he-
cla Romnan, anti Hebrew literalureoai is day,-
la abuànaanuiy evaient tramt bis edocatiait anti

*rtings Ht mau a native of Tatiuis, tise mnette-
Pis c Cidca, anti mas by burts a Jewisis Roman
citizen. At Taisait et thi1 lime celebratea for
petite learutng, andal "enst tie must iisaarious
matsa of thé Muses,"' bu mas early educated in
Gce.b hiteruture; anal mises he wu$ remorcai ta
Jerusaien, lie presecfitet tise sitiy ef tise iam anti
tise Jewisia traditions, under Gamaliel, a celebra-
ted teuciser of that day; ia misicis h. hiniseli gayts
that bis proficieaicy mas aisove mayobi qas
hein; more exceedisagly zealouasofth tiai~tions
of his fatsers. The proci of thon we have in lise
adamirablhe skili anei jpdgment wilS whîcis he cites,
explains, anti apph es mnany pansages eft lie Olai
Testament ini his apoloies anti Episties.

Titut Si. P'aul bas qîmoîct itram among tise Greek
patta, Aralus, Epimenitm!cs, and Mcnaiader, lu uni-
versally acknowletigeal. Saine have, intceti,
thamgi a ta tise Apostle lias at leat returreti ta
mter of tise Greek writers, as Ascsylaas, Sao.
cles, aeal especially Euripidcu. ise passge,
liomevea, freni the Apology cf Sacrales, misich
stands ut tise heof ai Iis piper, as it bas been
pEwcervedl by Plata, appeand ta bave escapeti tise
notice cf tisas Wisa bave mratlen on tise literature
of tise Apostle ; andl miicis seems as probabiy te
have met tise eye anti been in thse recollectiou et
St. Paul, as any of tisams reterret te tramt lise
Greek poels nhaicis bave been meutionet. Il is
flot, isotrver, te designi et tise writeet fbtis arti-
cle la atteampt ta piove cubher tisaI the Alos lie
<Pbit. i. 21) bau qiiolca ireni, or ba s ny aI fission
ta, tht passage tramn Sacruales; but jusi ta notice
the caincidence of sentimnt andi langisage, anal
espectally te coniý:ttc thse gains et dying, as euh-
culaleti anti tesbd Iay tisai grealeut of ail hie&.
tien philosaphers, anti hy lise iliustioas Apuslie
of te Gentihes, amat ai Chtristiani believems

Plata represleni isis masteir Socrateu ibsihs ad.
dressing bis Jutiges, .,nd tise assembleti court, ut
Allsens, befote wisom he bad been citeal on a
charge oiimpiety, anad aicorruplinglise Alisenian
yctaah, afuer scaslenre ai deathist heen promigua-
ced upon ii:-" Let us aise comsidler Ibis, chsat
there is great hope lImai tise thing (deilst) iteeltis
geeti. U9ne ai thfte lino liings mut be trie:
tither dealia i. à privation et tisougist, or il lu thse
uoupsage iro-n ont place Ie assoécher. If il b
a privation ef tisoi¶t, anti as it mere a peaceable
ilep undstmd isy dreams, tisen illauglation

oid n esc aS Iladuoo, ' dalcli musî b. aade.g
*ain. Now iUeahs onsiniany.measure rasem.
Liesch gr saglis, I bave jmistly given ilth lie p

peIof et vet Sain; aince its mia). lime lu
oua long«c.tnssed nigist. If daali e a pas-

frise tua is place te aMother, and the region
bl arefl a plate of rendezvou for tUme mie
livs bitre; pray, auj Jutiqes, what g<mater <asti
cam a misa imagine t-At misai rte moult agit
yeu perchat a cenférence mush Maintes, lie-
sied, ma Pouert For my part, if inch athl.
mure pactcabl, 1 mmdl» dieua tiseusmati lnes

ta enjay sa great a pleasure. %Vhat trat.oports
ofjoy shall i tacoutiter, wlien 1 ineet PaItîsedes,ý
Ajax thse 'telameniien, and ail thse heroa of anti-
quit y! But tise isifinitcly greatest andt most va-
lubl tleue wilt consist in spîendiaîg thse time
in putting questions andi isiterragatories ta those
y eat men. Who would uact give ail hie bas iii

1lswarld for a coîtierence viîh, lii who led the
iunicrous army against Troy, or Ulysses, or Siay-

phus, and a hundreti tisousanti other men andi wa-,
men, wlîase conversation aiid dusenverics wouid
afoid an iîsexpressifile fteicity ? But now.il as
lime we shauul ail retire Ia aurresective offices;
you tao live, andi 1 tu dit. But whether >uor 1
are goang tapon tise better expedatian, il is ksaawi
le nette but Gadtone.$

Such was the heaven ai Sociates! Siacis ere
lise views ai death, andi af thea gains ai dyîng,
with wisich this celebrateti philosopher endea-
voureti ta cheer the minds af his smrrounding dis-
ciples andI frienifs, andi animale then ta vartue
and cauiage, andl with which lie faîtileal bis own
mind in prospect of his approacii final hour.
Plata tells us, thjat isavine converse~ cheer(ully
withé his friends, andl havang prayeti to the gods
ta blets tise voyage hie was about ta undertake.
andi rentier it hapîpy, h.e drank aif the pagentil
draught wih adminrable trainaillit), and,* caver-
ing haiseli witis his mantde, deuamleti.

Tise.views of aleath, andi of a future andi in-
visible world-gloom)y, uncertain, andl inconsist-
ent as tisey are-were the best andi mist cheering
tisat tise Gentile philo"hý andi theolo,7 af the
isrightest perioti ai ieatisenian coull .affard.
D)eath, therefore, ta thse philososphera of tisa âge,
and even to Socrates, the irreatest of litaim, tIugh

he spek ait tis pan of dying, Was, &fier &Il-
whether, according ta thear notions, a dreanleas
nigst of non-existence, or tise entrance smala an uin-
linon maria-a feat&al 4"icap or plumige ln the

Thais mystety of a future woti, whicli hewii-
dereal thse philosophets of Greece andi Rome, "4is
now matie manifest isy tise appearing of aur Sa-
viaur Jesun Christ, who batha aboi-hed deatis, and
hai btoashI lfe anti inmottality ta light Ibrougs
tise Gotpel :" anti therefore, St. Paul, at that lime
a prisoner in bonds et Ranie, andi, like Sociales,
having in prospect a violent ilcalh by miartyrdani.
coula gay, 44Accardimi; ta my carnest expretation
andl my hojie, tisat in notbing 1 shalh be .ashaniea,
but tia wais ail boitines, as always, ga now ai-
go Christ shaht Le magnified in my bodiy, whethcr
itle b. b lufe or byr deuts. Fot me ta live is

Chrstanl 1 ai a ain having a dcsire te die.
par an b.wh Chit m iic s fur betcr."l
"Fo J.me ot isa ifw aut cartly bouse of ibis
tabernacle were dussolveti, we bave a building of
Goti, a bouse not matie avili bands, ete-rnal in tise
bevn. "4t amn now ready ta be olfereti, and
thse liaie of my departurc ii. ut basid. 1 bave
(.a3 ht a goal fight, 1 have linisheal mv. course, I

hae bepÏ the faith: h enceiotth there is lad up
fot me a crown of ixhîcousnets, which thse Lors
thkt righteous Jutige sheaitrae me ai thst day :
andl net t. me ealIv, but vtet aIl the= aise tisat
love bis appeuring.'>

If tistfolle, Socrates, ustly condemmsed te
eash w regarded as an example of vicIait,

fobeearance, and courage, b, his disciples anti tise
Athenians, while calmly effteupîating the event
that amaiteti him, anti bis glace beyend the grave ;
Isow mucis mort worthy of eur admiration and
imitatiols l le exampli of tise boly andi intrepial

Apste ms coulti &&y, diTise Holy Giss wit-
nestsin every city, saying tisat boids sud a2ic-

tisoma bidtme. Bat noue o(îibele tioip neuve me,
mahcou M eniIuiy lifte s «ua yuei s tisati

I niiglar finish niy course with jay, anti tise minis-
try w hicS 1 have received o atie Lard Jetais, ta
lestidy the Gospel ai tise grâce ai Gad: for 1 ant
rcady nal ta b.e bounti onîy, but &lie tIodle aI Je-
tusaleni, for the noaieo athe Lord Jetu Il"

But not only lise boly andi inspireti Aposîle, Lut
tise feeblesi anad meanei believer in Christ à.,
contemplate deatis, andi lok lewrdu eterndty,
witb a more tranquul mind, and wiîh a more cou.
rageous heait, titan tise gritatesi isere or philoso-
pher nipagan anlîquily; flr ifas bis la say, with
a confidence wbicis Christianity oniy cati inspire,
tg0 deatis, Whece is thy slins 0 grpave, wattr*
15 lhsy victory ? I bo Whsoi 1 bave beliereti,
anti an ersuadeti chat hoe la abi. te keep chat
which 1 Uave comnuitted uie hi, agaiase t"a
day."' WoulalSocrates be wilfing, if ilmorepou-
sîLle, ta due a thousanti mes le puucises a coit-
férence wili Mausleus, llesiod, Rner, &c.? lMm
Christian knowu h.e bas la dile but once, ta "asit
alown wnith Abrahamn, and Isaac, andi Jacob. in the
kingiom, ofiGod ;l andl ta hold tenala andl delighî-
fui converse ivith the mise and good et a&U Muo
and nations. Would it (il Socrates mils tran-
portts ef joy ta nicet milS Pallamneles, Ajax, sud
»Iltbth erlbernesaiantiquitl INe Chdatim
goes ta join tise noble amy of martyrs aad mer-
thies, mise took joyfuliy tise spoiliag ef thair
goaids, andi cousîtet not their lives dear utl liem-
selves; anti 44 miso tisrough falli uubdued kiusg-
damns, wrrouqht righteusmsess, élbtaileti promaises,
sitopeti tise musstbs af lions, quenciseti thse violence
of tie, elicaped the etige ai tise aword, ouit of weak-
nes more madie strang, waxed valiant in 09
tumnet ta higis tise armies ot tise *hemas" Ife
goeu in jain "94the SeneraI assemlsly sud churcit
of tise lii-boni, thse spiats ofijust mena made pet-
fect, andi an innumerable campany oftangels and
arcisongels, ciscrabimt anti serapii, lisroneu andi
domniout, principalilies andl powell."1 Waasld
Socrate& give -Il tist he isadi n Ibis maild fe« a
conteremîce inith ia who led tise numerous am
againit 7ray ? Tise Christian goes tbrougs demIs
ta tee lthe prest Captain af salvation, thse nigisty
Canquerer ot sin, anad deatis, andi hell, mite bas
'S ledi captiv'ity captive,"l and Wio, 19h aving
spoileal plîncipalalacot andi poivers, madie a show Of
tlemi opeilly, t1iumnphin; aver thm9 Andi

mauh ee nder tise brigisl dispenstatiomi of the
Gc l h ~nawledrt et a future stite is nces-
sarily itnîetc; an therefore "4it dotk net yeit
appear mIsat we shall be;- yel me knout Chat,
misen Clîriet shaîl a'ppeglp mle sLaItlbe like hi.,
forme shah see Kim as le ~ DiJ Sonut«,e-
lieve thai the inflniteil $peatest and ama valua-
hie pÎleasure cf inmmortalily m" oual s lin pot-
îingqmestionsto bis creat hersest mid pisopent
Tise Christian la lauglit liat bis imimortal exist-
ence wiii b.e mare amably anmd deigtuly empky!-
cd ; thut lie, iith the ttiomapant chateS andt *A.
heaveny hol ,sa h«ev Goil ay Mdt igl
I huan t,*al«ev temple ;1" chat tisere is revefor him lin
iseaiven "4an inaieritence, incomrplibhle, mA us-
defaleai, andi cat fadeth siet away I" and chat bis
beilifleti spiri all hle capacilaieal le su"tai a
fat mort excee img ama tentai welibt et tiey."

But mis ecau calculate or adequately deurilli
the elernal pin ot id dying in the Lord M" W.
ar.&Y ay lit il implitaa an al ieda eevutn
exemption froinait lise eivils af this lite, and b..w
ail the miseries of lise worla te cone; and Une
eadkes pesuon and tnpoyament et the bomeu
amnt happineta cf hcaveu ; bu i"ym tb

fer tise saints must b. etemally imbeLelbw ha
cre it cam b. k»ema what idGlall gflMb
f« lhem chat love him." Téa&U, leer i
die tise deuils et te jaié%tees, dwb lI lu 'te,
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