ot

JADP LN, As alredy stated p. 35,
the Japanese ar disearding the Clninese

arbitrwry eavacters longin use and ar’
adopting Roman letrs. This is but part’

of w general adoption by them ui west

evw civnization  In this respect we ar
slo coach in comparon. J . pan’s sudp
emancipation from the thraldom of an
efete and unprogeesiv civilizition is one
of the most marvelus spectacls now
witne-t  Folowing Hepbwuins labors,
puting their speech in the Roman dres
has devolvd on Mesrs Eby acd Cham

berlain with three nativs of wide cult,
Mr E. has been a mi~ionary for 9 years,
sent by Methorddist Chureh of Canada.
He isnow in Coburg. In Japana paper
mn Roman type is publisht by him. His
letrin another place ansrs what values
was tho t proper for the le.rs. 1t ads
reasons therefor to some extent. As
such was doutles matr of mature tho t
* and as it aplies to all oriental tungs it
is dubly important. Italian values ar
the sume as continental. It folows that
the continents Burope and Asia ar in
comparativ acord with .Japan m their
use of vowel letrs. From our point of
view the matr involvd is momentus.

WIIY hav we two l's in rabbit and
but one in Aabir?

ITALY.—Mr R. A. Borge, Profesor
of English, 42 Via Condotti, Rome. is
going to rite a fonetic English gramar
for Italians. The world moves.

I.—Mr J. B. RuspeL nites from Lon—
dori. Eng., ‘I believ very much in iy
for long & It is easily ritn and keeps
up the resemblance to my. thiyh, liyht,
(miy, thiy. hyt), but chief of ail it steers
clear of dificulty in distinguishing be-
tween ¢f and @’ Our experience is
that new expedients as a clas find
almost no favor in America.

ONTARIO.—At o late meeting of
University Senat, the motion to alow
Speling by Sound to be receivd at ex-
aminations was withdrawn and a wiser
(becaus more moderat) cours taken of
giving notice of motion that a comision
be apointed to asertain and report what
action has been taken by state author.
itis, coleges and lerned societis to se-
cure general adoption of & method of
speling more simp! and acording to
sound than that in comon use,

L ITALIAN  VOWELS
: ENCGLISIE CONSONANTN,
( To IBditor I, Herald.)

S Our problem was not simplify-
ing English ~peling but transliteration
of foren languages.
| L For that, the Eng use of vowels is
wors than useles for the ~simpl reason
that they hav no setld value at all. If
yu spelt a foren word acording to the
analogis of Eng. vowel values no man
on erth cud tel how to read it unles he
new beforehand what the woird was, —
With the continental vowel values, any
word can be pronounst with ense.

2. The thing is reverst with conson-
ants.  With vut slight variations Eng.
consonants hav each a definit value -
but continental consonants vary with
evrr language and evry dialect.

Hence the choice. It is an economy
of time and obviates a thousand difi-
cultis to take ltalian vowels and Eng.
consonants with certan fixt values. All
transliterations of eastern languages
folow the same cours. Such wud be
my choice for a universal alfabet.

C. S. Esy.
Coburg, Ont., 17 Mar. 1886.

U.S.—The bil recently before Congres
was to provide $50 000 to establish a
scool in Chicago toaford a test of spel-
ing by sound fer at least a year--to hav
a scool fited for 10U pupils and seating
capacity for 1000 spectators that the
public might hav oportunity to judge
of its merit. Congresman Frank Lawler
bad charge of the bii. All the Chicago
congresmen wer reported favorabl.—-
The scheme which it proposed to try
was Major Chas. A. Story’s.

—Rr. Hon, W. E. Grapstone: 'l ofn
think that if 1 wer a forener and had
1o set about lerning English I shud go
mad. 1 onestly can say I canot con-
ceiv how it is he lerns English when I
take into acount the total absence of
rule method and system and all aux-
iliaris that peopl usualy get when they
+ hav to a \uire something dificult. Much
may be done with advantage in reform
of speling our language. It is notin
my power under pres-nt eircumstances
| to ofter to giv time to the undertaking
, which T recomend and in which I shud

| gladly hav found myself able to join.”



