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1iliad to leave atter xny spercli, and as
soon as the applause liad subsided I %vas
xnaking my way out, into the street, when 1
percived Mlr. Elliot standing just inside the
door, and fromn bis pained exrsinI could
sce lie liad heard every word. Touching my
bat, 1 tried to slip past Miîn, but lie laid bis
band on my arin.

'God bas givcn youi a gift of speech,
Morris,' lie said quicrtl the power of rousing
the passions and gui.ciing the feelings of your
fellow-inen. Mfay Ife forgivc you, miy poor
fellow, for the grievous uiFe you are xnaking
of it. And may Ife, in His own good time,
make you feel His land and acknowvledge
llis power, that you may know lIimn and
turn to Him befiare it ta' z t.

liewalcda~vy ithutsay -more, but
something in his words struick a chili on my
hieart, and the muchi-applauded orator, the
mnan wlio, according te bis own account,
fearcd nothing in titis %vorld or the next,
siunk homne thtat niglit like a beaten dog.

I tried to shake thie lceling off next day,
and partly succccdcd in ueing so, but for
somne miglits I never ad(lrcssed our men, even
on the most trivial suJect, without a gIzre
nt the door te sec if 'Mr. Elliot wvas LXere.
But lie did net appear again, and aftcr a
time 1 foreat thc circumistance and cc-tsed
to, tbinkl, of bis words, till they came ba.,- to
me in the m~ost awfui moment of xny lieé.

It was about si-, months after that 1 ivent
gaily te workz one morning, perhaps in
rather bigher spirits tban ustial, for I wvas
about to, finish an important piece of work.
It was a large iron safe, intendcd te be built
iute the ivaI1 of a banic, and ivas constructed
of immense strength. The ]ocks espccially
interested me, as I bad. made a suggestion
concerning them, whichi bad met with 1%r.
lVilson's graat approval. It iras an inven-
tion 1 bad becu thinking over for a long
time, a cou trivance which made it practically
impossible for one net in the secret te open
the safe door even with the key. It %vas
undoubtedly a clever idea, and 1 bad spent
a great deal of thouglit and time in getting

it perfected. I was exceedingly proud of niy
sIicceSS.

Tite bank maniager and ïMr. Wilson liad
both inspected tlic safe the day betore, nnd
]Mad exprcsscd great satisfaction, and coin-
îulimented me v'ery highly. tNr. Wilson had
opencd and closed tie locks an innutnerable
number of timt-, and bad finally put eue of
te keys (there wcre but tivo, and I liad the

other) into bis pockct, jokinglly remarking,
ais lie left the reom, that ne one couid pos-
;,ibly rob the bank but himself and me.

Ne eue else bad been allowed te se the
workingy ef the iocks, thougli the other men
%vere ail mucli interestud in it, and Mien
after about an hour's werk that morning 1
annouriccd that it wvas completed, they came
in a body te examine it.

Wbhile tbecy iwere standing round I got
inside the sale te show off the strcngtlh ef
the hinges, and anxious te sec if tliey %vorked
casily, I pullcd the door towards me. Eit' gc

1 gave a harder pull titan I intended, or
some of the men accidentally pushied against
it, but befere I could prevent it, the (loor,
shutttixag with a spring, closed instantly, and
a series of re-echoing clangs convinccd me
thiat the machinery %vas ivorking only tee
weil, and th1at the boîta and bars, se con-
trivcd as te act simultaueousiy %vith the
lochs, wvere ail falling into their places %vitli
a fafal. exactness.

rior a second or twe the fuît biorror of my
position liid net dawn upon me, tilt the dcad
silence LiAewcd, and then the ivful toliot
laslicd inte my mimd, I hacà tlic ke i7b m

PiOCICf.
And if it had been in thc hock, ne oee

couhd epen iL-no oue but the bank manager,
by titis time miles away, and -Mr. Wilson.
Would nyene think of sending fer him ?
11loud te men rcalise clhat every minute,
nay, evcry second, was of importance? I
linew it was impossible for aDy amourmt of
streigth te break in the safe, but I held my
brcath and straincd my cars te discover
wbhat wvas being donc. Uselerss! No seuud
penetrated those iron walls.
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AUCUST ISSO FEELING HIS HAND.


