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The Child Jesus Visits Jerusalem

[January 14

Lessox I1.

41 1 Now his paren{s went to Jeru'salem every year
at the feast of the passover.

42 And wheun he was twelve years old, they went
up 2 to Jeru'salem after the custom of tho feast.

13 Aud when they had fulfilled the days, as they
ayeturnel, the 4 chil 1 Je'sus tarried behind in Jerw'-
splem ; and 5 Jo'seph and his mother knew not of i,

14 But they, supposing him 6 to have been jn the
company, went a_day s journey; aund they sought
him among th~ir kinsfolk and acquaintance.

45 Aud when they found him not, they 7 turned
Taek again to Jeru'salem, 8 seeking him.

16 And it eame to pass, that after three days they
found him in the temple, sitting 1n the midsé of the
s doetors, huth hearing them, and asking them ques-
tions,

Revised Version—! And ; 2 Omit to Jerusalem : 8 Were returning; 4 Boy Jesus ; 5 His parents knew it
not: 6 To be in the company ; 7 Returned to Jerusalem ; 8 Seeking for him ; 9 Margin, or teachers ; 10 Awnzed;
11 _Astonished ; 12 Sought thee ; 13 In my Father's house; 14 And; 15 Advanced ; 16 Men.

EXPLANATION . .

Connectivn.—On the eighth day after His
birth Jesus received His name (Luke 2: 21),
and on the fortieth day Mary presented Him
ia the Temple, where Simeon and Anna re-
cognized and proclaimed Him as the long-
looked for Messiah, “A li%m to lighten the
Gentiles and the glory of thy ))wople Israel”
(va. 22-3%). Probably a little later came the
vigib of the Wise Men from the East. 'Then
followed the flight into Egypt and the slaugh-
ter of the babes 2t Bethlehem (ch. 3). By and
by Joseph and Mary returned to Nazareth
{ch. 8:19-23), their old home, where Jesus
grew. Only this one incident of His child-
hood is recorded. It is well, for otherwise
attention would be drawn from his main life
work, and in this one incident we have
enongh to-show what childhood should be.

41, 42, Went to Jerusalem every ye&ar;
as did all devout Jews wherever they lived.
The Passover commemorated the deliverance
of the people of Israel, when the angel gixssvd
over them and slew the Egyptians. (Exod.
12:1-14)

43-45. Twelve years old ; the age when
a Jewish boy beeame a ““son of the law,”
and bazan to attend the Temple services. A
boy of twelve in the East would be as well
daveloped physically and intellectually as a
hoy of fifteen with ns.  After the custom;
of going year by vear to the Feast. The
days; the seven davs of the Passover. (Ex.
12:13.) The child Jesus; Rev. Ver.,, “The
boy Jesus.” Tarried behind; so taken by
the semices as ot to know how time was
passing. Enew not of it. He was evidently
a boy to be trusted, and so they feltno anxi-
ety about him. In the company; in some
other part of the caravan. All the neighbors
travelled tomsether, a sort of large camping
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17 And all that heard him were 10 astonished at hig
unilerstanding and answers,

18 And when thp{ saw him, they were 1t amazed;
and his mother snid unto him, Son, why hast they
thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and I 12 haye
sought thee sorrowing,

49 And h2said unto them, How is it that ye sought
me? wist ye not that I must be 13 about m: Father's
business?

50 And they understood not the saying which he
spake unto them. N

51 And he went down with them, and came to
Naz'aveth, and was subjeet unto them: s but his
mother kept all these sayings in her heart.

52 And Je'sus 15 increased in wisdom and stature,
and in favour with ¢iod and 16 man.

jowmney of 2 caravan is always short. They
sought him, as he did not make his appear-
ance when the caravan halted for the night,
Turned back again; with heavy hearts
Tney wauld think of the wonderful things
before He wag born, and all that had hap-
penea when ke was a babe.

46, 47. After three days; from the time
they left Jerusalem. Inthe temple; ina
chamber of the great Temple Court. There
were many chambers and porches. (John 10:
23.) Sitting; at the feet of the learned
teachers. Edersheim says that the older
students sat on a low bench and the younger §
on the ground, literally ‘‘at the “eet.”” Ask-
ing them questions. Perfect liberty toput
questiuns was given, as ina Bible Class. Mis
sionaries in the East follow the sane custom
still. Were astonished; at His grasp of
the Scriptures and His original answers.
Children often have wondrous insight into §
truth, and the perfectly pure heart and will-
ing mind of this child would make His vision 3
clearer (Matt. 5:8; John 7:17).

48-50. When they ; Joseph and Marr.
Were amazed ; to see him so much athome 38
with these learned men. His mother said: $
there isgentle rebuke in her words. Sought §
thee sorrowing; with aching hearts, How
is it that ye sought me P that is, about the 8
city, instead of going direct to the Temple B
Wist ye not? Did ye not know. I must
be in my Father's house. {Rev. Ver.) Kl
Joseph, but God was His father,  Christs
first recorded words are a claim of His divin-
ity, that He was indeed the Son of God.

£0-52. Was subject unto them ; incon- g
stant, loving obedience. In her heart; in
thought and memory. In wisdom and
stature; mind and body. It is well when

party. A day’s journey. The first day’s

the balance is thus kept.




