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sheep in the morning.  ** Climbeth up some other
94y.” The walls were high and oiten couvered
o the top with brambles so as to make it more
difficult to scale them ; but ¢¢ thieves” and * rob-
bers”’ could find the ir way over.
. V. 3. % Tohkim the porter openeth.” acknowl-
edging by opening the door the rightful claim of
the true shepherd *¢ that entereth in by the door”
(v.2). *“ The sheep hear his voice.” The rela-
tions between the shepherd and the sheep are, in
the East, of the most intimate sort. It is no fic-
tion that they recognize his voice. The incident
_is authentic of the stranger who changed clothes
with the Jerusalem shepherd and tried to lead the
sheep, but the sheep followed the shepherd’s
voice, not the clothes upon the stranger’s back.
S Callnh his own sheep by mame.” It is thus that

the flocks are separated in the morning, each
shepherd calling over rapidly the roll of his own
flock ; and each sheep answering to its own
asme and going at the shepherd’s call.
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V. 4, 5. “ When ke hath pui forth all his own
(R.V.). How exquisitely the care and tender-
ness of the shepberd ate depicted ! Not one in
his flock is forgotten, the poorest, the weakest,
the silliest, all cared for. And how vivid also the
picture, “ He gocth before them and the sheep fol-
doto Aim : for tAey kmow Ais voice.” The thought
is of a compact, well-cared-for, and docile fl xck,
keeping close to their shepherd because they
have learned to know and love him, and *¢ flecing
from” the * stranger ” who may have the hardi-
hood to attempt to seduce them from the ghidance
of their rightful leader.

IL. The Interpretation, 6-11.

V. 6. * They understood nol.” They ought to
have understood ; for the language and even the
thought was from their own Scripture (see Ezek.

34); but it needed eyes less blinded than theirs
by pride and unspirituality to discern what the
great Teacher meant.

N. 7. ¢ Jasus therefore said unto them again.”
(Rev. Ver,) Oh, the patience of the Saviour !
He wall have all men to come to the knowledge
of the truth. He carefully unfulds to them the
hidden meaning, and with startling boldness as
to His own claim. * 7am the door.” A sample
of the surprises with which the teaching of our
Lord abounds. When we expect Him to say,
‘I am the Good Shepherd,” He says, “I am
the door of the sheep.” He is not only the One
who enters the door and leads His people in and
out, but the very door of entrance itself to the
Kingdom of God.

V. 8. *“All that ever came before me” All
false guides who claim authority over God’s
heritage, such as the Pharisees, are *¢ thieves and

robters.”” They have no right to lead God’s
people,  Their aim is to fleece the ink, not
feed it.  ** The sheep did not hear them.” The

true sheep, that is, those ‘‘ ordained to eternal
life,” God’s own.

V.9 ‘“Zam the Door.” An cmphatic repet-
ition of a great pivotal truth, recalling such say-
ings as those of Jobn 14: 6; 11: 25, 26, A
three-fold blessing is his who emters in by Christ
as the Door, deliverance from peril,—** Sha// be
saved "’ (see Rom. 8: 1); freedom,—*¢ shall go
in and out” (see John 8: 36); sustenance,—
 find pasture ” (see Phil. 1: 19). The phrase-
ology of this verse comes from Numbers 27 : 15-
21, where Joshua is appointed by Jehovah as the
leader of the hosts of Israel in succession to
Moses, 4 ,

V. 10. ““7am come that they might Aave life
... abundantly,” By whatever figure Jesus sets
Himself forth as the Saviour, the idea of giving
is nct far awlly. And all of His gifts and bless-
ings as are *‘ ummarily comprehended,” as the
Shorter Catefhism would say, in these words—
‘T agn come that they might have life, and that
they might have it mors abundaatly.” :

V. 11. *' I am the good Shepherd.” The word
translated ‘‘good” cannot be adequately trans.
lated. It means: ‘ beautiful, noble, brave’
[Scotch ¢ braw "] as opposed to ““foul, mesan,
wicked.” Christ is the perfect Shepherd, as
opposed to his own imperfect ministers; He is
the true Shepherd, as opposed to the false shep- -
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