
r Or does destit seem te make life emipty
because of tomne vacant place ? Tlhen he lias
this thougbt in, Resignat ion:

"[et us be patient t Th'ese severe afflict ions
Not from the ground arisc ;

But oftentitoes celestisl benedictions
Assume this dsrk disguise."

oJr docs the dark and miny day at last cloe
clown for earh and aIl in utter blacknessa?
Then,wbat of thstfearful night? Inanswer,
we may read Longfellow's, Morituri Saluts-
mus, delivered on the fiftieth anni'.ersary of
bis graduation, to bis surviving clamates
"ýO Cmear, we who are about to die

Saiute yeu t was the gladiat or's cry
In the arena, standing face to face
With death and witb the Roman populace."
So tba poet apogtropbized the compara-

tively abiding universe:

" .IWe who are about te die
Sainte yenu; earth and air and ses and sky
And the imperial sun that scatters down
Hia sovereign splendors upon grove and town"

lHe dose not kirk againat the pricks, be-
cause ha knows that,

' As the evening twilight fades away,
The sky is filled witb stars, invisible by

day."1
Thus ail tbrough, like Margaret Fuller. be

accepts tbe universe, because it is (iod's.
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LTbe firet of a series of articles showing tbe
roresm of sunday School workt in varions
0 h.b.-EDrmas.]
There bas been nmre growth in Sunday

School membership in te CJanadien Metbodist
Cburcb during the pust four years, titougit not
o rauch as migbt; bave been expected. Our

entire Sunday Scbool fore, whicb includes
Home Departmetit and Cradle RoUi, noie
nuinhers 323,729, an increase of 13,030 for the

quadrenutium. The average attendance of
acholars shows an increase of 5,852, and we
have 1,162 more offiners and teachers at work
than four years &go,

The Sunday Scitool ia mors and more
regairded a the finet field for evangelistir

work. Duuing the past year, 13,810 mqbolars
have united witb the cburrh, an increase
of 1,724.

Aýbout 83,000 ia expended each year in
establishing new Sunday Schoola, and in
aisting poor sehoola in remote neighbor-

hooda t0 obtain papers and supplies. This
fund is provided by collect ions from, the
schools.

Special attention has reently been paid to
developing the missionary spirit in the Sunday
School8, with good results. In the paat four
years, the sehools have contributed nearly
8100,000 for missions, an increaue of $15,186.
By givioz the mehool some special object for
support, unusual interest bas heen creted.
The Chentu Hospital in China bas been
tnaterially helped by rontributions from the
Sunday Schools.

The Home Department, whieh 00W num-
bers nearly 15,000, bas steadily grown sinre
its inception.

nIe church bas flot adopted any course of
study of its own for teachers, but bas ro8pera-

cd with the various Provincial Associations,
and the echools have been urged to use the
course outlined by the Association of their
own Province. There bas beeo a steadY,
though not rapid incresée, in the number of
schools ronducting teacher training classes.
In Toronto, a school, witb evening clause,
for this purpose, bas been carried on with a
considerable degree of sucees for the past
two years, under the auspices of the Toronto
methodist S. S. Association.

Realizing the importance of qualifying
pesters to do Sunday School work, the
aeneral Becretary of Sunday Sceols bas,
during the peut tbree years, delivered a course
of lecture@ on titis suh ject to the theological
students of the colleges in Toronto, Montreal,
and Sackville, N.B. A number of the beut
books on Sunday Scbool work are aise placed
in the course of study for probationers for the
ministry.

Teachers have been materially helPed by
the Summer Scbools and Bible Institutes,
numnbering 24, wbich bave been beld in
varions parts of the Dominion.

The Supplemental L«mon Course was
autboriaed by the lest (3eneral Conference,
and ban been introdueed loto quite a nuinher
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