
afterwards, obtains the kingdom ; and, in sanctiied bis wvhole beinq, %von hii»i David's
accordance Nvitlx his oath ta his friend, he regard and love. David s wvhole lite-course
afterwards, whIen a powcrfnil king, always shewed Jonathani the direct %vonderful gra-
spares the des.cendants of Jonathan, in grate- clous leading of the Lord, ta which lie bumiibly
fui remembrance Ar bis dearly Iovcd friend, submitted himiself. The two hicarts were one
and neyer loses an opportunity of shewing Iin looking ta and hoping in the living God, in
thern ldndness. We may ivell believe that humble obedience ta bis holy will. This ivas
when, in after years, David drcw ta biscourt the foundation of their communion of lave and
the posterity of Jonathani, he aiten tald thenu 111e in the Lord. (Erdnmani). My sced and
hirnself of these last tv uts before their separa. thy seed-David remnembered this to Mfephi-
tian wvith which no anc but the two friends could bosheth, the lame son of Jonathan. (2 Sam.
be *acquainted, and that aur present narrative i 9). David wvent forth inta exile, and Jona-

,Éins ultinitely fromn this source. (Ewvald). !than returned to his post of filial duty and
4.2 Go in peace The usual word of! patriatism. "IThe sc'enes in this chapter are

fiarewell. Forasmuch - The sentence 1 somne af the most affecting presented ta us in
broken and incoamplete, as if Jonathan's voice ihistory, %whethier in old or modern rimes, and
chokced whule hie %vas speaking, and hie could w %e may wvell wonder at the delicacy of feeling
flot finish the sentence hie began. In the 1 and the gentleness of the sentiments mvhich
namne of the Lard-It ivas, therefore, not these two mnen in those aId rough times enter-
a fiendship wbich rested merely on mutual tained for one another. No ancient writer has
gocd feeling, but was based on a recognized set before us so noble an example af a heart-
comrn union of hieart with he living God. felt, uriselfish and thoroughly humane state of
Jonathan's heart clurig in firmn faith and trust feeling, and none has described fieridship with
ta the Lord; this was the root af hi-~ heraic such entire truth in ail its relations, and with
courage and bis victorlous prowess (14: 6); such profounti knowledge af the human heart.>
this fresh power of faith, wbxch, elevated and (Phillipsori).

PPiACTICAL LESSONS.
z. A truc friend is iinsey/sk. Bath David and serve, flot ta ."dvance selfish ends. Adver-

and Jonathan manifested this ini the bighest sity furnishes the occasion that true friendsluip
degree, but awving ta the position af the king's seeks. Its joy is ta stand by the obiect of its
son bis magnanimity is the marc canspicuous. love wheri others forsakze it. The profesâed
Ai David's worldly interests seemed at jona- regard wl hich readily eritertains suspicions; jeal.
than's mcrcy. To have secured bis death or ausy- or envy, is only veiled selfishness.
banishment would have been counted uvlsdom .. Orfinsissol e"n h
by the politicians af the day. Vet neyer once 1 Orr»=re1enshould sko:ddf tem "& th
does a thought seem ta cross bis mind that Lordt"-r erinhida ani them. av Ietrus
wias urikind ta Da,.id. He ris.s bis life in flotdsip tae eie nth timere ave been ru
defending him. against bis father's charge, and frenuts vheroe o misoa the vere Chriins.
visits hlm wvhen biurted as an outlaw. Fair- Bil ut e acsi utiyl te as I Best is
iveather friends are no friends nt aIl. Wluen flot bfren satife urite he bas. b outbi
interests clash then the worth af honeyed uvords gu riens cotac ve h m t e shuldnt
is tested. aglrs coiratn inimt 1acan-

2. We shoula' choose ont>' the good ana' Itu
as friezds Every real friendship must be
based upau ruutual resyect for real wortb. We
shail find no perfect friend but Orie, our eIder
Brother, jesus, and i sa far as others manufest
bis chanicter, though imperfectly, do tbey
menit aur love aud esteem. WeV cannot be
too careful in guaiding ourselves against close
intimacy, with those %v-hose friendsbip wvill not
help us ta be more Christ-like. r «Chom'e
friends, not for their usefulriess, but for their
goodness ; not for their worth ta us> but for
their warth ta thenuselves, and choose, if pos-
sible, people superior ta ourselves"

3. A tnic friend tuil not forsake its in
adversity To the very last Joniathan uvas
true ta Da.vid> anid Dav.id sbewed, ini bis
kindness ta Jonatban's sari, that lie nevcr for-
got the bosonu frierid af bis youth. Their souls
were "kn-it" together. WVhen David m=s a
fugitive, Jonathuan left bis fatber's camp in
order ta bave a stolen interview uvith bis
ftiend. The desire af friendsbip is ta help
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pleasure-seelting or irreligiaus. If we cannot
talk wvith another about wbat lies nearest aur
hearts uve cannot have with hlm the* unre-
served confidence of frieridship. In mutual
love ta Christ ai humnan lave finds its bighest
and purest type,

5. Jesur it the bes Friend. 1'In alliance
with him you are inu alliance witb ail -that is
pure and bright, aU that is transforming and
beauti1fing; alI that can give peace ta your
conscience, jay ;o your heart, lustre ta your
spirit, and bcauty ta your lufe; ail that cari
make your garments smell af myrrh, and aloes,
and cassia; ail that can bless you and maite
you a blessing. And once you are truly luis,
the bond cari neyer be severed ; David bad
tao tear hîmself from Jonathan, but you will
neyer have ta tear yourself from Christ. Yaour
union is cemerited by the blood af the ever-
lasting covenant ; and by the etcrnal efficany
of the prayer, 1 Father 1 will t'aat they also
whoin Thou bas given me be with me uvhere 1
amn.-'" (Blaikcie).


