Ot o e e e - e — em o —m. -

THE ECCLESIASTICAL AND MISSIONARY RECORD.

183

. o e 8 et

the fond hopes entertained by those praiscworthy :l
ecttlers, fur the last thirty years.

In the extremity of their distress, application |
was made by them to the Geaneral Asseunbly of
the Free Church of Scotland, by letter, of date
Nov. 1846, which found its way in 1847 to the
Corvener of the Colonial scheme. Aficr several |
unsuccessful effurts to obtain a minister, the mat-
ter was referred {o the Synod of ths Presbyterian
Church of Canads, and mainly through the zeal-
ous efforts of the students in Knox's College, and
of the Presbyiery of Toronto, to whom they made
their appeal, a succeseful issue has been aclueved.
It ie proper 1o state that on application thiough
Sir George Simpeon, the promisc of a free pas.
sage was renewed, and our only regret has been
that we were not in a espacity to take advantage
of it. In case of & aecond and a Gaelic minister
being seat out next season—a thing most desira-
ble—the offer thus gusranteed by the Company
will be taken cheerfully advantage of. In the
meantime, how clieering to think, that in all pro.
bability those goble mea have already “seen their
teacher” with their own eyes, and grasped by the
hand “ their minister the object of their final
hopes aad peianfully disappointed expectations.—
Doomed they were to another disappointment
just before the dawa of moming. Let us hope it
may be the last act in this deeply affeciing

history,
Sept. 20. R. B.
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ORDINATION AT NIAGARA.

On Wednesday, the 24th September, the Pres-
bytery of Hamilton met at Niagars, for the pur-
poes of erdaining Mr. Jehn Alexandes, lately s
student in Kaox’s College, to the pastoral charge
of the congregation in that town, vacant since
the lamented death of the Rev. Mr. Harris. The
call to Mr. Alexaader hss been very harmonious ;
and every circumstance induces the hope, that
much spiritual good may result from this setile-
ment, under the blessing of God. The services
on Wednesday were commenced by the Rev, Mr.
Wilson, of Port Dover, who preached arsuitable
sermon, from Psalmsii. 6: « Yet have I set my
King on my holy hill of Zion.” After the ques-
tione of the Formula had beea put to the caadi-
date, and answered satisfactorily, the Moderator
called on the Rev. Dr. Willis, who was present,
to offer up the ordination prayer, during which
Mr., Alexander was, as usual, sct apast to his of-
fice by the laying on of the hands of the Preshy-
tery—the yuuthful pastor kneeling. Dr. Willis
thereafter addre:sed the gastor, and the Rev. Mr.
Stark, of Dundas, the congregation, on their re-
spective duties ; and at the close of the service,
Mr. Alexander was warmly greeted by the at-
teading people, who were present in very respec-
table numbers. Inthe evening atea meeting was
held in the hall at present used as a place of wor-
ship by the congregation. and a fcw hours spent
iu an agreeable and edifying manner—W. Ball,
Esq, occupying the chair. The meeting was
addressed, or lvd in devotional exercises, by Pra-
feseor Esson, Dr. Willis, Mr.- Stark, Mr. Youns
of [amilton, Mr. Alexander, and others. Both
of the Rev. Profcoeors present boge high testimony

to the metits of the young minisier, and the
chairaian, in propusiig 8 vote of thanks to the
Presbytery of Haaulton, for the care it had taken
of the vacant charge, and its dispatch in forward-
ing this happy eettlement, tcgoumed some of the
vicissitudes through whicli thie congregation had
paseed, snd devoutly recognised the good hand of
God that had presesved and guided them. The
arracgements of the evening gave universal eate
isfuction, ‘The addresses being all of a profit-
abie and setivus tendency, and intecvals being al-
lowed for easy, social conversativn, 83 well as
united songs ol praise, the attention and anuna-
tion of the assembly were sustamed to the Jast,
while the purpose of demissing betore a very late
hour was prudently adhiered to.

We congratulate the congregation of Niagara
on the event, which has gratlied its anxivus
hopes ; and our anticipations ate very confident,
thut the amiable Jispositions, good talents, and
pious zeal of their new pastue, will reader hint ntv
unworthy successot of the esteemed sud devoted
minister, over whose loss they had 80 tecently o
mouta,
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Drexiein a¥p Paris.—We learn that unanis
mous colls from these asmociated congregations
have been presented to Mr. D. McRuar, preacher
of the Goepel, who recently received license from
the Presbytery of London, and that he has intj-
nated his willingness to close with the same.

The Presbyters willtake Mr. McRuar on trials

for ordinatio:: on the 8th October.

A cali to Mr. MzRuar from Whithy, was laid
beforethe Presbytery of ‘Turonto, on the 3rd Sept.,
and sustained by them. We sympathize with the
congregation in their present disappointmeat, and
earnestly Lope that ece long, they may enjoy the
blessings of a settled miniatry.
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CoxzaiByUTIONS TO THE SCREMES OF THE
Cuusc.—It will be noticed that the usual
monthly list of contributions is awanting in this
number, This omission has been occasivned
partly by the absence of the Agent of the
Church, during the early part of the month, and
principally, we regret to say, by his s=vere illness
since his return. Ile is sow, however, convales-
cent, a0d God willing, will, no Joubt, supply full
fists for the Navember No.

N.B. The communication from Markham came
to hand much too0 late for insertion in the present
No., rt least, 1n its present dimmensions—and we
had not time to abridge it.
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Ustversity or ToroNto.—The Rev. Dr. Wil-
lis has been appointed 10 % veat in the Senatus
Academicus, by His Excellency the Governor
Generzl.  Professor Lillie, Rev. Me. Jennings,
&c., have been appointed as represenung other
religions bodies. These Gentlenien occupy the
scats in the Senatus, allotted to the representa-
tives of chartered Theological Colleges; and
which, until six such Colleges existin he Pro-
viuce, the Crown is authonised, by the recent
Act, to fill up at its choice.

Fhe reproach cast on the University 23 a “God-
less Institution” by the friends of the old exclusive
system, is thus far taken away, or rather auny ap-
prarance of occason for it ; since few will grieve
over the emancipation of a literary Iusttution
from priestly and Puseyite influences, asf that
lwerc the same thing wath its sepatation from re-
igion.
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To the Editor of the Record.

AxuersToUnG, Sept. 22, 1851,

Mz. Eprror,—
I ohzerve that, in your last number, you so-
licit short atticles on Church matters. In com-

Yof offesing & few remarha regarding Amhent-
 burg, ang the stute of the Church here :—
i Fluas an 2id thench settlement. A commidds
. erable portion of the populstion is Roman Catholic:
theie church is large und well flled—uwmbere
attending from the sutrounding country, The
| Protestant cliurches on the other hand are but
| thinly attended, and what is still worse, relighon
in ot rather a low «bb amonget them. ‘The evil
effects tesulting from division are felt in a small
Jcomumunity bke this. Were all the Protestant
congregations united, they might form a strong
and respectable body, but in thelr divided siate,
they are compatatively weak and ineflective,

‘The Free Chutch cungregation, originally
small, has been greatly enfecbled by the unfore
tunate seceasion that ook place mote than a yeae
aga. ‘The pastor having been vet aside for hold-
ing those views of docttine well known in Scot.
tand by the epithet, Monisonianiem; & majos-
ity of the congregation adheted to him. . This
muvement, as m3y well be supporedd, told very
unfavourably on the tniercats of our cause. The
nunonty who centinued firen intheir adherenee to
FreePreebytesianizm, were now left without a min-
ister, and mose than this, they were left minus
their church ; as the sepatatists taking the ‘aw in
their own hands, had Jeprived thein of jt.e—
Driven from the pluce in which they had met to
worthip God, sud left to shift for themeelves as
they best might, they found refuge within the
walls of the Established Chuich, which was
kindly offered them by the members of that bedy,
where they have snce enjoyed the means of
grace,

Our people here labour under atother disad-
vantage from their isolate) positivn—the neagest
congregntion being some fifiy or sisty miles dis-
tant. On this account their intercourse with
their brethren is unfiequent, and they seldom en-
joy the visits of the sesvants ot Christ from othes
localies. “They have, however, been highly fa-
voured of lute, having been privileged 1o have
amongst them, within the space of & few weeks,
two estéened ministers of ous Church, Me, Cheyne
snd Dr. Wills. ‘Fhe lonuer, was the Prey’ e-
terian clergyman here for a corsiderable pesiod
before the Disruption, and on his return to his old
sphere of labour, after 3 lapse of some yearr, he
seceived 8 hearsy welcome from a)l—Presbyterio
aus, Episcopalians, Mcthiodwts, every vne seetued
10 recognise 1 ham the presence of an old fuend.
Moie than once, indeed, have we heard atterance
given 1o the expression * What a pity it ie that
Ms. Cheyue ever left us indicsting the high
value that was sct upon his setvices.

The viait of Mi. C. was followed by that of
Dr. Willis, who arrived hete nn the Gih instant.
{t had beea the intention of the Doclur 10 come
west at au varlier period, bi other engagemients
that presecd upen him prevestcd his doing ro. Ou
the day afier s arnval, being Sabbath, he dispens.
ed the sacrament of the Lord's Supper. His ser-
vices un this occasian, we have no doubt, were
enjoyed and highly appreciated by many. His
discourses wewe seplete with gospel nuth, and
were delivered in his usual hoppy siyle.  The t0-
pics selected were appropriate—ihe wotk of Christ
and the work of the Spirit—these were dwelt on
at considerable length, and were demonstrated 1o
a lued and forable manner. In hearing the
Doctor, you feel that you are hstening to one who
is thoroughly mastcr of his subject, and who feels
the importance of the tiuths he is delivering. Let
us hope shat a satutary and lasting snpression has
1 been made on the nunds of not & few, snd that
the presence of the great Head of the Church was
with us on that interesting occasion.

On leaving us, it was the intention of Dr. Wil.
his n; vigit lhcl settl-mezot at Buxton, whick ,\\'é
: are happy to lcarn i continumng to prosper unde
! ihie skalful 1naragement of Mrg. Ki‘:)‘;p:nd w:
{ presume he has by this time returned 1o Torouto,

with the view of chortly resuming his labours in
the Theologicai Semmary of which he i s dis-

phance with your tequest, T will take the Libenty . tugushed an ozpameat,

Carvixes.



