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redocmed by tho grauters, represont the swn of
L£2,262 18, 9., and there, 18 a baknes in the
lands of Messrs. Bryce, MeMurrich, & Co. at
this dato of £472 17s. Gd.  Your Commnties in
stuting that it has pleased Hun who docth ull
things well, to placo another widow on this fund,
by removing his devoted and faithful servam,
Professor Esson, would urgently call upon ~very
member of the Synod, to endeavour to stir up
tho various congregations to which ho belongs,

1o a senso of the importanco of making up the ,'
capital of tus fund to the contemplated amonn ,

of ut lcast £3,000, which cousidering the in-

creased responsitalitics of this chuech, and the |

mereasing numbers of s adhercots, is most
surely « small boon to desire.

Thero is an amount of cash, belonging to all
the various funds; in the hands of the Rev, Mr.
Galo, collected since the heginning of May last,
which antounted on tho 9th inst.,, to £8 Ys,

5d. ; the expenditiro of which cannot appear till |

noxt mecting of Synod, not having been placed
to tho c12dit of the various funds.

Your Committeo must again impress on Con-
gregations and Presbyterics, tho necessity of
punctuality in seading all their accounts by the
31st of May at the very ldtest. “hey lament
that although the samo njunction has been ro-
peatedly made, it does not scem to produce the
impression it ought. ‘Ihicy must zay honestly,
that it is perfectly impossible for the most ex-
perienced and diligent agent, to make up a sa-
tisfactory return, when ho has not the data to
work upon.

In conclusion, your Commnttes i acknow-
ledging the gooduess of hun who holds the heans
of mea in his hands, for fus guadness in temporal
benefits to this church, would pray for au in.
creased measure of liberality from the people,
who aro only stewards of God's bounty for a
scason, and ave responsible for the use of the
same.

A. D. ¥errier, Convener.
Kxox’s Cnurcn, Hayirrox,
10¢A June, 1853.
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON INTEM-
PERANCGE.
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Your Committco it unt Y to
presont any lengthoned Report.  ‘Their attention
has been directed to tho subject of Intemperance,
although circurustances have prevented a full
meetiag ¢” tho members of Committce. It would
have becn desirable to collect the statistics of
Intemperance with special reference to the con-
gregations belonging to our own Church, as your
Committes aro satisfied that the result would
have formed a most powerful argument in favour
of temperanco or total abstinence fram intoxica-
tingdrinks. "This, howover, has not yet been done,
though there has been correspondence with va-
tious min “ters thronghout the bounds of the
Churcli, with the view of ascertaining the present
position of our congregations in regard to Tem-
perance. Alnost all who have replied have
borao testimony to the prevaleace of lutemper-
ance, and to the sad effects produced by it both
on the temporal and spiritnal condition of those
who have come underits influcnce.  Onc minis-
ter writes—* three violent deaths occurred to in-
habitants of this place in the space of about four
months. Al the three individuals were drank-
ards, and appear to have been prematurely cut off
through the cffcets of strong drink, and all the
threc were at enc lime connected more or less
with our own Church”  Your Committce firmly
belicve that, as no habit has led to so nany
crimes and occasioned so much temporal distress
aud suffering, so none has, in our day, so much
retarded the progressof rehigion and proved such
2 hindrance to ministers in their effonts to ex-
tend the Redeemer’s Kingdom among their follow
men.  Whero is the congregation that has aet
saffered from this evil 7 Whero is the minister

} who has not liad to deploro the ravages of Intem-
perance, and has not seen bis cfforts to do vod
| thwarted and newtralized ! How many indivi-
duals should wo find onco occupying important
, and prominent positions, not only in the world hut
" in tho Church, but wha have irretrievably fallen
_ through strong drink, and havo brought not ouly
“rain and disgrace upon themselves and their
familics but an indelible blot on the cause of
- religion !
our Connmitteo rejoico to believe that, winle
many are daily fallng victims 1o Intemperance,
" the progpects of Temperanco are on the whole
encouragng It is encouwraging to view the pro-
. gress ot “l'emperance not only among the com-
2 utunity generally, but csqccml_ly anong our ewn
, ministers avd Elders.  From inquiries that have
" been instituted, it may be safely asserted, that
! upwards of three-fourths of the untusters of this
Synod, and a very large proportion of the Elders,
are decidedly in favour of total abstinenee from
intoxicating drinks, and are by their exhortdtions,
and what is wnore, by thele influcnce dnd example,
warning others againt the insidious coemy. It
is oncouraging too 1o contemplato the great im.
provement that has taken place lhl’O\‘lg‘mll.l soci-
ety gencrally in regard to the use of intoxieating
drinks.  Many fanilics and individuals, not de-
cidedly in favour of total abstinence, havo yet in
a great measure discontinued the use of intoxi-
cuting drinks as a beverage.  Andatas cheenng
1o see the progress of the Temperance causo even
in the halls of our Legislature.  Duning the pre-
sent session of Parliament numcrous petitions
wero presented, and among them one from the
Synod of our Church, praying for the enacument
of a law to prohibit the importation, manufacture
and sale of intoxicating drinks as a beverage.
Tho prayer of these petitions has not been grant-
cd, but still the issue has been on the whole en-
couraging—the majority against a Bill introduced
by Hon. M. Camecron, being only four. It 1s
evident then that although we have still reason
to deplore the lamentable prevalence of Intem.
perance, there are not a few encouraging tokens.
And surely this consideration ought 10 smulate
the benevolent, and more espiecially the Christian
Churchy to strive more caruestly for the entire
upiaoting of this mganiic ¢vil. For your Com-
mittee are decidediy of opinion that, notwith-
standing the amount of good that has been done
by the various Temperance organizations at pre-
sent in existence, the evil cannot be thorenghly
or permanently removed unless the Church direct
its attention to it more decidedly than has yet
been done.

As to the measures which your Committce
would respectfuily recommend to the Synod, they
are the following: 1. ‘They would recominend
that the Synod take action as at last scssion, and
petition thie Legislature for a Prohibitory Law,
inasmuch as cxpetience has demonstrated tho
utter nnpossibility of restricting or regulating the
Licensesystem. 2 ‘Flicy would recommend that
i the anention of Kitk Sessions be called to the
subject and that the Synod urge them to greater
fidelity in dealing with thosa who by their intem-
perato or tippling habits bring a feproach on the
Church and on the cause of Christ, 3. They
would suggest that the Synod recommend min.
isters to preach from time to time on the subject
of intemperance, and wara their people of the
danger resulting from the habitual use of intoxi-
cating drinks. 4. Thoy would recommend that
the Syaod earnestly and affectionately entreat all
tho ministers; office-bearers, and members of the
Church, to pursuc such a course in regard to the
usc of intonicating drinks as shall bear the most
decided practical testimony against the prevails
ing vico of Intemperance, remove temptation
from themselves, and free themselves from the
serious responsibility of countenancing the use
of intoxicating drinks by others.

Such aro some of the practical measures re-
i commended by tho Committee, the adoption of

which, they humbly hope, weuld, thiough the

blessing no moral or spiritual work can sudcecd,
tend to check the evils of intemperance, and thus
promote tho gloty of God, the purity of the
Church, and tho best interests of mankind.

Wirrtam Ruwn, Convener.
———— el
APPALLING STATE OF LONDON.

The following picture of the spiritual deatitu-
tion of the great wmetropolis was drawn tho other
day, at tho public meeting of the London City
Mission, by the Rev. E. Bickerstoitli, Reétor of
St ‘Gilcs', London :—

‘Tho populatiot of the area witliin which the
labours of this Soviety are carricd on, amounts
to 2,628,000 souls. ‘I'en ycars ago the church
and cLupel accommodation was GUl,Slg sittings;
for a population of about 2,000,000, SiHte that
time, the population has increased over 400,000
gouls, and it may bo that tho increase of thurch
and chapel acéornmodation has been 100,000 sit-
tings. So whatever need existod ten years ago;
it has not been dimisished. But thoro Is anothek
statistical diviston of the population; whick cx-
hibits a poiat I wish to bring before yoii in & still
moro remarkablo aspect.  ‘The whole population
of London has been divided into those wlg at-
tend no pluce of worship whatevor, those who
do attend placed of worship, atid those who at-
tend the communion. It appcars from this atato-
ment, that there are upwards of 1;400;000 who
attend nu place of religious woiship Wwhitever.
‘I'here are 800,000 persons who do with somo
degree of reguldrity =uend places of religious
worship. But aut of 1Hid enbrnioud pptlation
of 3,500,000, thero are only 60,000 who cxhibit
their faith and allegiance to Christ by partaking
of tho cmblems which shadow forth 1o us his
blood shed for the sing of the world. Bur even
from thosc 800,000 who attend diviite dervice;
wo havo 10 seduce 100,000 Roman Catholics,
who belong to a religion which, in its principles
and practices, is both superatitious atld idolatrous,
and, besides these, wo mast deduct 20,000 Jows;
who are jgnorant of our Lord Jesus Chrisi.
And let us sce the state of things which presents
itself when we como to analyse this popula-
tion. Amongst the 1,400,000 who #itend no
placo ~f roligious worship at all, wo shall naty-
rally expect to find a fearfol amount of vice and
imimdotality. And what is tho tase? W learn
that there aro 12,000 children annually trained
to crime; 3,000 reccivers of stolen goods knowr
10 the police ; 4,000 persons snnually committed
for breaking the law ; 10,000 persons known 10
be addicted to gambling ; 20,000 persons kriown
to have no hotcst means of geting their liveli-
hood, unless begging from door 10 doot be eone
sidered an honest means; 23,000 persons on an
averago annually taken by .the police in a state
of helpless intoxication in the street; 150,000
persons known to be hablivally addicted 10 get-
ting druok ; aud 150,000 liviog in habits of open
profligacy. Surcly wo canuot survey a state of
things like this without trembling for the metro-
polis, and wondering what God may have in
store for.a city in which his holy name is dreadful<
ly profaned froiti day to day. Butletusagain learn
something of the cavse and offects connectad
with the statements T have just given. Every
lord’s day, the Sabbath is profaned by tfte arrival
and departure of 363 wrains upon the railroads.
Not less than cighty steam-bosts ply ofi the tiver;
for the management of which boats 500
are required. There arc upwards of 9,000 per-
sons connected with our ommibuses, the majority
of which are employed on the Lord's day. And
in the arca operated upon by this Society, there
are 14,000 shope regularly opened on that day,
and itis said thatif they were placed in one
continuous lino they would cxtend for a distance
of thirty miles. Tho Rev. gentleman ssid he
would now como 10 still more minute details,

" blessing of God, without whoso dircction and

and just refer to thestate of the parishof St. Giles',



