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WITNESS OF TRUTH.
Vou L] PICTON, JANUARY 1, 1846, WW;;:;
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INTENTION AND ERFECTS OF CHRISTIAMITY.
[ Selected.]

Tiue history of the world down from its first page till the pres
sent time represents man to be precisely such a being, in respect
to moral character, as the bible describes him. In his natural,
or rather preternatural character, he exhibits himself to be igno-
rant of God, alienated from him, filled with enmity, batred, self.
ishnesss, ingratitude, and a false ambition. However the reflex
light of christianity in civilized nations, and what is called-the
science of morals approbated and enforced in the social compact
and forms of government of Pagan nations, have imposed res-
traints upon these evil principles, have offered rewards to virtue
and assigned punishments to vice,. still the radical principles of
human depravity exhibit themselves in the children of nature,
under the best human cultyre ; and thereby prove, that, however
they’ may be restrained, they still exist in all the bitterness of
moral corruption. Hence all the crime, misery, and: wretched-
- ness, which appear in the human family. A mind.alienated from

God is alienated from man. This is isa truism of greater mo-

mentuam in morals,than any axiom of Newton’s in physics. Hence

every scheme which bas been adopted for moralizing and impro-

ving the social character of man, which has not been based upon

! the above truism, has failed of its objeci. Like the universal

spegifics of empwrics, or the nostrums of quacks,’they have prov-
ed the disgrace of their anthors, and the injury, if not the ruin, of
the too credulous recipients. . The:christian scheme of moraliz-
ing and improving the world recommendsitself to the philosopher
upon his own principles ; while false philosophy- ascribes effects
to inadequate causes, and would produce results, regardless of the
fitness of-means, true' philosopliy requires adequate causes, and
means suitably adapted to the ends in view,—Thus the christian
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