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in this case, music wvas the source of the propbet's inspiration;
but manifestly it had a powerful influence in preparing bis mmid
for that high communion with God implied in the exercise of the
prophetic gift.

The power of sacred music is also seen, as bas already been
intimated, in its fltness to express religious feeling. If any one
doubts this let bim read over tboughtfully the Psalms of David.
The words, indeed, are often beautiful and well-chosen, but divorce
them from the strains of music, and one-biaîf their power and beauty
is gone. Let us suppose that, instead of the musical flow of the
Psalms, David bad embodied the same trutbs in a theological
treatise, and we wvill see at once that its stiff sentences could neyer
move the beart as does the rncasured rbythm of tbese sacred lyrics.

If w~e are correct in assuming that music is the language of
feeling, thict rcligious music, in order to fulfil its bigb mission, must
be r-cii.iots,-ti;it is, it mnust be religious in spirit as wve1l as in
name. 1 ntended for the hecart, it must corne ftomn the heart in order
to be effc!.ve. -So truc is this that notbing can really fulfil the
idea of religious music which is not the breatbing of true love and
wvorship. Even instruments without life xvill not speak the true
notes of powecr, uniiies the toucbi of faitb is on tbem, and the breath
of bioly feeling is iii them. Hlow mucb less the voice itself, wbose
very qualities of sound are inevitably toned by tbe secret feeling of
the spirit. "- (BisicL.) Neyer can music speak the language of

rlgosfeeling unless the spirit of adoration is in it. Wbcn the
soul is simple, and God is ensbrined in its innermost recesses of
fzeling, tben there is a quality in the voice and tbe toucb wvbich
communicates the inspired joy of the heart.

O ye xvbo, in the bouse of God, lead tbe devotions of bis people,
think of tbis. You think sornetimes tbat your efforts are poorly
appreciated ; but is tbere not a cause ? A devout wvorshipper, let
us suppose, cornes to God's bouse. He is wearied wvith thc xvorld
and its cares, and lie thinks, "Now, in tbis sacred place, nîy soul
wvill be refresbed, and niy duli becart, rising on tbe wings of sacred
song, -%vill breathe tbe inspiration of the bour, and, for a -w'bile at
least, forget its sorrows." An, so the song of praise begins, but it
.awakens no response in *ais bieart. A feeling of disappointment
cornes over birn, for bie féecs-" Tblat music cioes nof express wliat
I fcel." No wonider. In rnany instances tbe music discoursed in


