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THE GOSPEL TRIBUNE.

cerned for my salvation! Here is 8 new argument
for the truth of religion, which I never heard before,
and which Iknow not how to answer. Had the aged
man reasoned with me, I could have confounded him;
but here is no threadbare argument for the truth ot
religion. Religion must be true, or this man would
not feel as he does. ¢ Greatly concerned for my)
salvation;’ it rung throngh my eurs like a thunder-
clap in a clear sky. Greatly concerned I ought to
be for my own salvation, said l—whbat shall I do?

“1 went to my house. My poor, pious wife, whom
I had always ridiculed for her religion, exclaimed,
¢ Why, Mr. R~——, what is the matter with you?'—
¢ Matter enough,’ said 1, filled with agony, and over-
whelmed with 2 sense of sin.  ¢Old Mr. B bas
rode two miles this cold worning to tell me he was
greatly concerned for my salvation. What shall 1
de? what gball 1 do ?

‘I do not know what you can do,’ said my aston-
ished wife ; ¢I do not know what better you can do
than to get on to your borse, and go aund see him.
He can give you better counsel than I, and tell you
what you must do to be saved.’

%1 mounted my horse, and pursued after him. 1
found him alone in that same hittle room, where he
had spent the night in pruyer for my poor soul,
:where he had shed many tears over such a reprobate
a3 I, and had besought God to bave mercy upon we.

“1 am come,’ said I to him, *to tell you thut 1 am
greatly concerned for my own salvation.!

‘! Praised be God,” said the aged man. ‘It is a
faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners,
even the chief:’ and he began at thatsame Scripture,
and preached to me Jesus. Un that ssme tloor we
kaeeled, and together we prayed—and we did not
geparate that day till God spoke peace to my soul.

“] have often been requesicd to look at the
evideace of the truth of religion, but biesed be God!
I have evidence for its tcull Aere, laying his hund
upon his heart, * which nothing can gainsay or re-
gist. 1 have oftea been led to look at this and that
argument for the truth of Christianity; but 1 could
overturn, and as I thought, demolish and aunihilate
them all.  But 1 stand here to-night, thankiul 10 ac-
knowledge that God sent an argument to my con-
science and heart, which couid not be answered or
resisted, when a weeping Clristian came to tell me
how greatly concerned he was for my salvation. God
taught him that ergument when he spent the night
before him in prayer for my soul. Now, I can truly
say, | am a happy man. My pesce flows like a river.
My consistert, uncomplaining wife, who so long Lore
with my impiety and unbelief, now rcjoices with me,
that, by the grace of God, I am what I am—that
whereas I was blind, now 1 see. And here letme say,
if you wish to reach the heart of such a poor sinner
as |, you must get your qualifications where he did,
in your closet und on your kuoees. So it sball be
with me. I will endeavour to reach the hearts of my
infidel friends through the closet by prayer.,

He sat down overcome with emotion, amid the

tears and the suppressed sobs of the aszembly. Al
were touched ; for all knew what he once was—all

small towns and villages, and even in the country.
The organ requires an organist. The organist re-
quires u lender and several other professional singers
to constitute an appropriate choir. This involves a
beavy expense.—These singers have a professional
chuaracter at stake. They must perform inauch a
manner as 10 promote their own reputation. They
select their own music—music in which the congri~
gution can not unite. The congregation listens in
silence to a mere musical performance, precisely as
the audience ata concert or an opera. The perforn:~
ers are not unfrequently the very persons who amuse
ihe theatre on the evenings of the week, and the
church of God on the Sabbath. I have known cases
in which they lhad so little of the common respect for
religion, that they have left the house of God as soon
as their performance was ended. 1 know of a case
in which the leader of a choir bad conducted this
part of what is intended to be the worship of God for
several years, but who, during the whole period, as
be confessed on his death-bed, had never once heard
a sermon.  We believe in spirituality of worship.
We beiieve that God requires us to worship him in
spirit and in truth. 1In how far such & service cor-
responds with outr principles let every christian judge.

This great change has come over us somewhat
gradually. We were partly overcome by the decla-
mation of men who professed great kuowledge of
music, apd to ridicule what they wers pleased to call
our want of taste. The strongest argument was,
however, addressed to our love of imitation. It was
suid, other denominations employ professional mu-
sicians, and we must do it also, or we shall be
bebind the times and lose our congregations. Pious
men and women doubted.—Dr. Waylend.

PROSPERITY VERSUS PIETY

““One of the chief dangers of the Christian in the
West, arises from bis prosperity. He finds it hard to
pray, ‘¢ Give me peither poverty nor riches.” e can
suy the first part but not the lust.  So many come to
the West merely to get riches, that it creates astrong
public sentiment of this character and the Christian
18 in danger of being carried away with it. Indeed,
S0 many are getting rich around him that ke is fear-
fully excited by the influence ; so many opportunities
offer for meaking money rapidly ; so mavy splendid
fortunes are accumulated in incredible short space of
time, that be also is borne away with the general cur-
rent, and he lives to make meney—he makes ¢ haste’
to get rich.  Otbers are doing it and why should not
he?  And then lielistens to the spacious suggestions
of the great tempter. He can do a great deal of good
with his money. And so he bends every cnergy of
body and mind to the pursuit of gain. Heisin Lis
counting-room, his store, bis office or bis shop, carly
and late.  He has no tinie for weeiings, for reading,
for social enjoyment, or for doing good to others.
He puts all these things off; he bopes to enjoy all,
und do all by-aud-by, when he gets through the pre-
sent pressurc.  He does not mean to work so hard al-
ways; buthe mnst first get abead a litie, or, inplain-
er terms, get 7ick; aud then be will gladly attend to

saw what he bad now become.

¢Time, on his noiseless wing, pursued his rapid
flight.! Years passed by, and the faitbful old man
was numbered with the dead. But ihe converted
infidel still lives, su earnest, honest, faithful, huwble
Christian.—Sketches from Lafe.

ORGANS, CHOIRS, AND OPERA SINGERS.

We bave organs in all our city churches at the
North, and they are now dectued cssemtial in our
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all these otber things. Then life will flow sweetly
along; then the church shall have a portien of his
time; God shall have his due; kis friends and bis
family shall come in for a proper share of bis sym-
pathies and bis enjoyments. What s millenium of

Joy aud of usefulness he intends, t-y-and-by when he

gets ricb!

Butis this the best way ? It were sufficient to re-
ply that it is not God's way. They that will be rick
tsll into tewptation and a spare. *They that meke



