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ANNUAL STATEMENT.

TH9E GIREAT WORK DRNR0.

1897 A Record Breaker,

To the .Exccutivc Conil:
]3RunRI~'-TWlvenionths ago ive wvere con-

gratulating eauli other and the ollicers and inem-
bers of thé Order upon the plhenoinenal achieve-
îucits of the £. F. d<luring, the year 1896 ; and it
"'as generally coiiccdcd that ive had. abundant
!-casons for suich congratulations, for the record was
ni every respect in advance of that of any of the
past; years, liowsoevcr.-suicssftuî sonie of these, ycars
hiave becii. WNith so xnark]cd a success stainig to
thec rCdit of the L.O.F. for I896 the officers aîîd
nienibeis geîcî-aIly ivotild have beca entitled to
congratulations hiad they mnade the record of 1897
onl1Y Uic eqi of 1896. B.ut that would îîot haive
bcen iii accord with I.O.F. ideas. he spirit of
juibilc abro.ti in the wvorld in, 1897, (lue to the
bexî)Lga rcigai of one of the wvisest aîd best so%,erciguis
that cver graced a tlîroîîe, secins to have been upon
every loyal Ixîdependent Forester, aîîd rigit mnaxi-
fally havè the raîk and file of the Order, togetlier
i'ith the oflicrs of every gr:ade and (lcgrce, backcd
up the efforts of the Executive Couxicil to extend
the beiieficenit ivork of the Indepeni(ent Order of
Foresters, ami the resuit is that if ive take a retro-
spective view of the year just elosed i'e shahl finci
1897 to liave been, a veritable juhilc ycar for the
I.O.F, axîd the ivork acconxplishced surpasses the
expectations of eveni the inost, sanguine, and of
which ive xnay ail feel juistly proud, thus deînonstr-
ating anew that 'Inotxinci is impossible wvithi the
I O.472) Z>

l3euinning first -%vith the incinbership resuits, it
iv;ill %a~ gratifying for yon to lcarn tlîat <luring
the ycat- 1897 îîo less than 37,457 persons mrade
application to, the 1.0O.!. for nienibership) or for
inceased benefits, and that these applieattioîîs in-
volved no less than, $44,906,000 of assurance. lit
the exercise of that -%vise discretion, to, ivhich. the
Order is w greatly indleltced for its favorable death-
race, the StuprCme r- hysician accepted only .33,528
of the applicaLnts, for R39,5121,500 and rejccted
.3,929. O3f those vihose applications -were aecepted
.30,137, repr-esentinoe Sr35,224,500 of assurance, wvere
new iiinbers. A<Iing tlese to, the 102,838 on
the roll ai, the beginuing of the ycar, and deduct-
ing 632 losses byÎ death and 7,658 by lapses, the
>nenberslîip N-as increased, on the 3lst of Dcc.,
1897, to 124,685,carrying$.,154,510,000 of assuirancc,
being a net gain during 1897 of 21,847 nienibers,
and of $2,1,00ii the aniont of assurance
carried. The increase ini the newv inenibership
during 1897 as conxpared ivith. 1896 %vas 6,013,
or- 24.92 per cent. ; the iniercase in the uew
assuranîce ta:ken dulrinig IS97 ivas $6,.366,500,'
or 22.05 per cent. It wvill thereforo bc scen. that
the percentîgcs of gain during- the year 1897, in
respect of theo mnmberslîip, and of the assurances
taken, lbas been of an exceptionally satisfactorv
character. Intthis conlneetion itnîayniot be aniss
to add the gratifying statoînent that the average

age of the mniership, which stood -at 35.49 on
tho 31st Deceîr*ber, 1896, ivas rcdiii.ed to 35.40 on
tho 31st ])eceinber, 1897, thus proving that the
I.O. is youniger to.d,ày than it -as a ycar ago.
he deathl-r-ate continues inosi, satisfaetory, being
for the year only 5.56 per thousand. Tliese
figures inay bc slightly modifled by claims fron
the listant jurisdictions ivhich. have not yet hiad
tiînie to reaeh the Hlead Ollice. The following
tabulated stateinent of the inenibership and assur-
ance, îiill shiov at a glance the resit of our year's

NEV 31EMBERS ADIMITTED.

].OCATI)N. 31E
Canadaik..................
UJnited Sttes............
Great l3ritaini and Irelan(l..

'%IIIMS.
10,107
19,180

850
Totàls............... 30,137

Increcase,....... ........... 6,013

TIIE TOTAL EBRIi.

7LOCATION'; - MEMISERS.
Canada .................. 57,;S0
Ulîited Sýtzte. ....... 63,L,65
Great Britain andl Irelandi. . 3,740

ASSURANCE.
$10>965,000
23,262,000

997,500

$315,224,500
6,366,500

ASSURANCE.
S 68,750,000

81,130,000
4,630,000

Totals.............. 124,685 $1.54,510,000
Increase................ 21,847 25,819,000

The ninhiier of nîew Cour-ts inistituted during the
year 1897 w.s 458, or an average of over 38 per
month.

The resuits of the year's; operations in the finan-
cial departinent ai-e equially gratifying. On the
3lst of Decetinher, 1896, the surplus fuuds of the
Order ainouniited toS.2,015,484.3S ; on the 3ist De-
ceinber, 1897, the figuries wcere $,R2,558,832.78S; thus
the inecease for the ycar wazs 55,-43,348.40O, being at
the rate of 26.95 per cent. he inortuiary prerni.-
unis collectedl during the ycar IS97 ainounted ta
nearly a million and a hxaif of dollars, the exact

figresbciigSl,62,37.1.This w-as 5251,475.92
more thaxi w-as receivcd froin the saine source dur-
iîîg 1896. The mno-tnai-y beneitspaid duî-ing 1897
ainomited to, $817,647-95; thie total and peria-
leent disability bcnclits to $413,500, aid.txe old age
bexiefits to 52,000.00 Tie aý,gî-egrate- of thxese, pay-
meîts, w-as $S63,14 7.95) as against,$712,507.76 paid
chi-iig 1896 ; the ixîcrease, being $151,640.19.
WVhile these figuires standing by thenîiselves are ex-
ccediîigly gratifyiîîg, they ai-e rendoecd even mxorc
so -lien wve turn to, the account, for mnanagemient
es.,pennses of the insxîrance depax-tuxent of the Ox-der
aîîd find that it w-ats anly 9ý71,219 85 for 1897, as
coiîpaî-ed ivith, $164,2.54.36 for 1896, the rate of
inci-case bc-ing ouly 4.24 per cent., w-hile the in-
ci-cae iii the benefits paid anxotinted to 21.28 per
cent. The payîîxent of the above-nentioncd bene-
fits absorbcd 59.0 per cet. of thxe gross nxortuary

reimreceipts, ivhile Fi73,111.89 of the preaini
recipt (bing5 per cent.) w-ci-e devoted to, the

payieîit of illaii-agcmenit expelîses, the balance of
the expenses being deriived fi-oi gencral. fiundrove-
nue anit the profits on suipplies sold. The amouxîL
expended ini management expexîses, which of course
ineludes the care, of the old -business, te, each mowv
inember secured in the xnortxxary department, was
only 85.6S, as against $6.81 iii 1896. It -ill tîxus
be senî that wvhite iru several important partieulars
the ratios of incoine and 110w business secured show

236


