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I PORTANT MINING DEAL.

Westminsterites Bond their Claims on Skookumchuck
to Toronto Parties for $100,000.

Details of ait ittiportatît îtiinitg deal, il whicl
New Westiittster parties are iltterested, lave been
made piblic, atmd show that the iities of this district
are titectinig witlh recognition frotit the ottside world.

Soute weeks ago Mr. Peter Ryait, the well-kîîowi
Ontario coitractor, was iii the city, buit it was not
knîown exactly wiat ie vas after. lie is one of tie
proprietors of the stage lne between Cariboo anid
Ashcroft. luit while it the Province lie took a look
abolit hiin ll tite interests of Toronto capitalists
and inspected several itiiniîîg properties in this dis-
trict. 'Iirotgh the iniedinîti of Mr. Joln Creai,
lanager of tlte Ilotel GCicihtoi. Mr. Ryan has ntow
oided six claitis oit Iarrison Lake. These claims

are al ownîed by the Skooktucluick Minintg Co.,
Litiited, all New Westmiinîster people, aid are situ-
ated ott Tipella Mlotitain, adjoinîintg those of the
Fire Motnttaili Coiipany.

About Si,ooo worth of developiient work has
been dotte on these claiis, which cotmprise 300 acres,
and a slaft las been sIik 41 feet, and is iii free
gold. Il fact, free gold is fouid all over the claitus,
aid assavs iave showed values froi $25 to $210

per ton, chiefly lit gold. but carrying silver aid pea-
cock copper.

The amiounit for whici tlie claitis have heent
bonded is $oo.000, and a substantial atuoutit was
paid down yesterday to bind the bargaini. If on ii-
vestigation the puirchase is to be conpleted, the
sellers will be offered a choice of stock ii the iew
contipany. At all evetits it looks as if each of the
original owners would make about $15.000 by the
deal. atd the wlole district will be iîtdirectly heue-
fitted.

AMERICAN COAL PRODUCTION IN 1896.

rie report of Statistician H. W. Parker on the

production of coal in thte United Staîtes it 18(96 lias
just beii issued. The total proditction of coal of
ail kinds in the countîtry during thtat year aiiouited
to 171,416,390 long tots, or 191,986,357 short tots,
and ltaving a total value of $196,640,166. Witht
the exception of 195., whenî the output reaciel

193, i 17,630 short toits, titis vas the largest prolutc-
tion in its history. The anthracite proluiced
anoutettvd to 54,346,081 toits, a decreaseof 3,653,256
toits as comtîpared with 1895. Tite bit ittouts out-
Pmut vas 137,640,276 toits, at intcrease of 2,522,083
toits.

Tie price of bituiiittouts coal at mines has steadily
falln sinice 1887. Iln that year the average iii the
Untited States was $1.12 per ton. The niext two
years it was about $i. Tien for three years it was
fairly steady at 99 cents. 1In 1893 it dropped to 96

cetits, iut 1894 to 91 cetits, int 1895 to 86 cetits. :il
it i896 to 83 cents per toit. the lowest ever recorded.

Anthracite coal operators, on the cotttrary, b te-
dluiteitg their output ald by associated effort, scenriedi
$i.85 per lonîg toit for the tiarketed produiet, as
cottpared with $1.72 tin 1895.

There were cighteeti stittes attd territories whose
prolniet exceeded i ,ooo,ooo totis. Nitte reported ai
ittereased productiot iti 1896 atid tiie a decrea.e.
Thlose iit whichl the producetiont iticreased wvere .l.
bailita, Colorado, Ilidiai Territory, Illittois, .\an.
lantd, .\ontanta, Tlelt1itessee, Washinigtonl anid\et
Virgitiia. 'lhose itt whici the productiott (icie.svd
vere IItalianaiLi, Iowit, Ka.nsas, Kenltulctky, Mis.

Ohiio. Plentisiylvantia, Virgintia aid Wyoîtiitig.
PeltIisVIvan ia led withi 36 per cent. of the itotal

bittittittouts ouItputt, agaitst 37 per ceit. in i,
Illintois was secotld witl 14 per cettt., againlst i3 per
cet. iit 1895. West 'irgintia and Oliio were prac.
tically tied for third place witi 9y% lier cent. cact,
thte fortiier' leadiig by a few thoutsand toits. .\1a.
batnla leld fifth place witlt 4.2 per cent.

.Ii 1896 there were 2,599 bitutitînous tintes, .-
cltlilig smttall batiks, CIployiing 237,665 'tiln atn
I average of 192 Iays. In 1895, 2,555 mines reportel.
etmiployinig 239,962 men at average of 194 days.

'Tie world's production of coal anouunted ist 196
to 660,.550,426 short tots, to which aggregage Great
Britaini conîtributed 218,804,611 totis ; the United
States, 191,986,357 toits ; Gceritany, 123,W936.,91
toits; Austria-Huiigarv, 35,985,664 toits; France,
32,300,537 tons; Belgitm, 23,375,726 toits: aid
SRussia, 10,oo5,210 toits. Tie world's outptmtat in

1895 was 643,108,705 toits inl 1894, 609,344.362
touts; it 1893' 581,250,481 toits. For ten vears the
percenttage proluced by the United States has varied
bietween 26.59 adii 31.37.

METAL QUOTATIONS.

Ni.-W YoRK, Dec. 2.-Copper-itiet ;

price, $:0.; exchtaige price, $1o.75 to Si..
I.adt-firmit. brokers' price 334c; excltange- price.

$3.75 to $3.80.
Har silver, 591 c. ier oz; Mexicai dollars. .9, e-;

silver certificates, 59% c. -lx.
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