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action of one not at peace with Him |for we now stand in Christ’s place of
through His own peace. * Without|sonship as He once, in grace, occupied
faith it is impossible to please God” |our place of death.

(Heb. xi. 6). This is God’s theology,} We ask you, is this not a real van-
however hard it may seem, and however | tage ground for service? ‘What a
much opposed to your ideas, and to the wretched, menial service it is to be
prevailing ideas of the world concerning ' working hard for life, and doubting
good works and their reward. ¢ Dead | whether it can ever beobtained ! The
works” is stamped on all your deeds.!true serviceis a working from the Cross,

TUntil youserve God as one who is saved,
all your service will but intensify your

angu'sh in the pit of woe, whither the

Chiristless, the seemingly good and fair,

beautiful and noble, are all swept to-

gether with the vile, the loathsome, the
idolater, and the profane. There are
not two hell.. Where will you spend
cternity ?

1I. TRUE SERVICE.

Half an hour ago you may have heen
serving in the dark, as an unforgiven
one, and during the next half hour, you
may pass from death unto life, and thus
stand on the ground of the aceepted ser-
vant.
must meet Him in perfection.  There
is no perfection in me; but He has pro-
vided the means by which each of us
may at once become acceptable servints
by first becoming aceepted sons.  Jesus.
His ouly-begotien and well-beloved Son,

o N i
ctemnaliy in the Father's bosom, took

upon Ham our nature, descended to our
place of responsibility and service, and
approved Himself to be the perfeet Ser-
vant i that very place in which we had
farled ; becane sin for us, was obedient
unte death, having gone through all the
billows of Guad's wiath, has been mised
from the dead. il is now at the Father's
right hand.  If, therefore, we beeomne
by faith identified with Him, we can
scc in Him all our responsibilitics under
Jaw met; we can lovk into His empty
arave, and reckon our sins buried there
and new, as these who are heyvond the
docti of sin aud beyond its judzgment,
we cali serve in “onewness of life” a
resurrection-life This. and nothing
olsv, is the foundation of true serviee,
the ~ervice of love, the service of sor s

.

R

God is perfect : to meet God I

inot fo the Cross. The corpse does net
; bestir itself to get life, but it is the liv-
ing man who works because he has life.
Be not deceived.  This is God’s plan,
life, then serviee.  Ask yourselves now
the question, “ Am I serving because 1
have life? because I am saved ¥ Ther
it is evident that you ZAwow you ar
saved—you “know that you are of
God” 1 John v.19).

But perhaps some one may be think-

ing, “Well, I've been doing this little
and that litlle, but I have never heen
eonscious of being born again.”  Stop,
then, dear friend, at once, and make it
sure. Turn on the spot from thy ser
vice, and get rid of thy sin by believing
in Him who, as the perfect servant, barn.
our sins in His own body on the tree
(1 Peterii. 24). Getinto Christ—in His
: perfection thou canst meet and serve the
Jiving God. :
. “But,” you may ask, “How am Tt
‘get into Him?”  Simply by knowing
Him (Jobn xvii 3); by believing ou
Him (Jolm iii. 36) ; by trusting in Him
(2 Tim. i. 12).  God has given Him 1o
you already (Jolm iii. 16).  You do w1
require to go to heaven to beseech Goé
to send you Jesus to die for sin (Rom.
X. 6). No, “*For God so loved the
world that He gaee His only-begotten
Sen.”  And Cluist dieth no more. I
the love-gift of Geod, Jesus is yours. If
cvou go to hell, it must be over « giren
CChrist,

When the poor men in the eotton
‘manufacturing distriets were starving
smoved with pity you sent your money
o the committes for distributing bread i
them.  Now, suppose some poor mah,
with his wife and children sitting i



