STCEET SOENES IN: OHINA

a lobtér written by Miss Barnett,
wof Tain=nfoo, we extract one or two. vivid
-street )Chotographs. - The first ‘illustrates
-thé-wilkness of what. is best in..Chinese
religia= the inability of the higher tcach-
ing ofl=s sacred books to impress the popu-
“Jar miil - :—*¢ In an open space directly in
front¥l- one of the large temples stands a
sage, ie=ssed in long-rubes, reading aloud
at the jEiteli- of his voice. -You hear the
word, [RReverence your parents,’ ¢ Respect
“your dleers,’ -* Do.not grumble,” - &o., and
you anmreminded -that this is the fifteenth:
of the (Ehinese month, the day on which
they iad.most of their heathen festivals,
Ho is utt, as is their wont on that day, to
read. .l ‘Sacred - Edict’ in front of the
_templs - It has-little effect on the com-
munitjat large.  You see the bystanders
pointiy ‘the finger of ridicule at him, and
heat. fitem say, ¢ What is the use of his
cominyoout to exhort other people? Heis
the .bigzest gambler wo know. He eats
opium w00 ; and, in fact, he can do every-

thing et is bad.” ” ‘
Andleer of Miss Barnett's sketches shows
a darkegide of Chinese life :—*¢ A little
fartheroen is a young man laid out in the
path tullie.  Fe is well dressed, and looks
respeditble enough. By his side is a basin
of coldteea. You ask hin all kinds of ques-
tions, hmt he is too far gone to raise his
eyes, uvtake any notice; dying, and dying
alone. iA little girl comes along, and from
her yaHearn that he is a slranger to the
city, sl had been staying in one of the
inns di=e by.  But when they saw thathe
was djimg, they cast him out lest the evil
spiritsy=hich are supposed to come at death

mighti:vade the place ever after,”
tillsnother picture, with both light and
shaden it :—* A little fartheron you pass
anothessad sight. A poor, degraded, for-
lorn-luixing wretch is lying by the roadside
groanipe.” He can neither lift hand nor
foot. A_n old woman is sitting by his side,
néarlyb=lind and almostdevoidof clothing,
She hu" taken off all the ragsshe could to
cover lime miserable creature on the ground,
whomile calls her son. She tells. a sad
tale sbeut him, He had been stealing,
and vt caughtin the act. - In such a case
the paple whose goods the thief is trying
to stediZnflict what punishnient they please.
They brund this man with strong thongs
to a tue=, and left him there for a consider-
able thwe, Asshe. told me this she lifted
up themragged garment to ‘let meo see the
result, I started back shuddering.  His
face wiz amereskeleton ; blood was oozing
through his teeth ; his body was fearfully
distort=l and swollen. I sugzested his
beinghiken to our hospital. One of the
bystaneers said, ‘‘No medicine would re-
lieve lizm just now.” He was.a fearful
opiunimemoker, and the craving for opium
was gr—ing him far more pain than his
broise and wounds, I don’t think he
wouldboe better until he got the opium,
Opiunies n terrible curse, ruining thousands
both herdy and soul.  They tell me ances-
tral w—ship is the greatest hinderance to
the Gegpel in China. I think opium is a
neh rmore formidable obstacle“to our
works'—Presbytericn. :

————— L
IEIE STORY OF A HYMN.

At ime of a most successful series of
meetigzs hold at Galashiels, Scotland, re-
contly IMr, Sankey sang with much effect
the by, *¢ lternity,” whichis in his col-
lection  The music of this hymn, which
has awery interesting history, was com-
posedbzy Mr. P, P. Bliss, whose nnme will
alwayBbe remembered in connection with
the will-known ¢* Hold the Fort.” Along
with J@ajor Whittle, who has of recent
yearsi=en a most devoted worker among
youngzmen in this country, Mr. Bliss
carridl on” most successful evangelistic
meotipes in America for anumber of yenrs,
WheiMr. Sankey wasin Scotland in 1874
he hawd o story at Dundee that intruded
itselfuoon his mind, and for several years
he areld not get rid of the one word
- Etmaity.”” The story was to the effect
~that lobert Annan, of Dundee, was lenv-
ing Jis+ cottage one morning to go down to
the sn. but, pausing at the threshold, he

* took1jgpiece of chalk from his pocket and
. wrotioon the pavement the word **eter-
nity.! He passed down the street, but

“halfwye down he stopped ‘again and wrote
" the sime word, © When he airived by the
» shipjiag he saw a littlo child fall into the

sén, and as” there; was

.ahymn on thissubject. “None ofthe hymns

: “grent: eurrant at
‘that poirit thechild was being earried away,
.when Robert Annan:sprang into the water
‘and_swam out: to. the little chap. ~He haid
proviously saved some eight ornine people,.
but this proved to be the last-resciie. which
he effected. *He got near the child and
endeavored to-swim back against’the cur-
rent. - With his fast-failing - strength he
just managed. to- give. .the child a.push,
which sent it on shore, where it was caught
hold of by.a man with a.boat-hook. .. The
‘current,- however, sucked Robert Annan.
back, and swept him into the sea.:: His
body was afterwards recovered, and was’
carried back to his home, on the thresh-:
hold of which he had that morning written
the word * eternity.” Mr, Sankey was s0.
impressed by this story that he tried to get
soveral of his friends in America to write

he received, however, werdsuitable, but at
last a lady in the State of New Jersey sent
to him unsolicited the one which was sub-
sequently publislied.. Mr. Sankey carried:
the hymn about with him for about three’
months, when one dayin Chicago-he harided:
it to his friend, Mr. Bliss, and asked him
if he could set it to music. Mr. Bliss
went away, and came back with the music,
to which it is now sung. After singing it,
himself a few times in Chicago, Mr. Bliss.
left to spend the Christmas season with his,
mother at Pennsylvania. Coming back,

one of the great bridges on the route was
blown down by a terrific’ storm’ of wind,

hail, ‘rain, and snow, and the train was
wrecked. Mr. Blissand his wife were sent
into' eternity, but left behind was this
beautiful hymn, the first verse of which is—

0, the clanging bells of Time!

Night and day they never cease
‘We are wearicd with their chime, -
For thoy do not bring us peace;
And. we hush our breath to hear,

And we strain our eyes to sce,
Ff thy shores are drawing near—
Eternity ! Eternity!

—Word and Work.

One of the first elements of a good
superintendent is his power to maintain
order. Order can be defined as the- con-
dition of a watch or clock where one wheel
moves on anotlier rightly; the superin-
tendent is the regulator—the main-spring.

In a small manufacturing town in, New
Jersey, the Sabbath-school was in a state
of great disorder. The clergyman was in
despair, He finally found a young man—u
tencher who took hold and in « few months
it was o garden of peace. Flow did he do
it? Not by blows or threats, but by solely

methods that human -beings require. It
is remarked that childrén love order, re-
specting those who maintain ib. < So that
if we wish the co-work and good-will of the
scholars this is necessary. Perhaps some
are in doubt as to the means of eradicating
this unnecessary confusion, The firstpoint
is punctuality of the scholars, saving the
constant interruptions. Promptnessof the
superintendent. - Washington said, ¢ Punc-
tuality is an angel virtue.” 'This virtue
should be possessed by the superintendent
to the highest degree. Let uslook at the
sehool where this is not the case. -School
opens at 9.30. At that time ithe scholars
ave sented, the bell ceases, bit no one is
there to take the charge. A few moments
afterwards, he rushes breathlessly in, has-
tens up the aisle, not in a apiritual condition
for his work. He loses his self-control.
Everything goes wrong. He realizes that
the confusion isan outgrowth of his-own
tardiness, : : cen

The same disorder is experienced in a
class whose teacher is absent or late. - How
do the pupils usually employ, their ‘time?
Think for a moment. Looking idly around
at the other classes, isit not?, Discussing
the fun of the past week ‘or planning
something new for the next jicommenting
on Clara’s new dress or Mary’s new
bonnet. . -

They have done their part—prepared
their lesson and arc in their places at the
proper -thne. Have they not a right to
expect that the one who has pledged her
best eofforts, will be there to instruct them
further in the great truths of the -lesson ?
Is mot that teacher responsible for. the
opportunity to mis-improve - the time,

thoughts and have been toiall a feast of
good things ? C i '

. ——— '
ORDER IN THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL. |

operating on those minds, simply by the|F.

which should have been free.from worldly -

What -teacher has not beef}5 tried by the

inattention’ 6f hér pupils witchini the en--

trance of two or inore persons, talking loud:
enough to cause.in’ itself no little disturb-’
ance, -~ Banish the cause;’ Let  those late
.comers remember that the school is still-in,
session,. That'in those: last few moments
the.teacher is using lier utmost powers'to

press-the sacred truths homie to’each heait |7 L LESSO0 . .
" Bad men ¢aro more_to please men than..to’

—those,” which, carried away, will enrich’
and. enoble their -after. life.  Stop* and
think what loss may be felt by these inter-
ruptions caused by thoughtlessness, aid we
know -that the next time you.will be more
considerate and ‘more quiet and "thereby
letting " your. actions:in' - the house of God
impress upon the scholar’s mind; the :idea
of -reverence: in ‘divine presence and re-
spect for his sanctuary,that thechurchisthe
dwelling-place of our. mighty Maker ; ‘and
that within: its walls should rest upon us a
spirit of holiness and solemnity. -~ For such
respect in his house, ' God will be pleased.
" If you wish yourschool toadvance spirit-
aually=work thus -accotrding to God’s rules
and *‘heaven’s’ first law—order.”—JTowa
S. 8. Teacher. - : R
THE VALUE OF THE LIBRARY. -
" We do not sufficiently. appreciate the
influence’ of &' well chosen -Sabbath-school
library.” It is an educator for good at- the
most mouldable period in life. . The power
of good- books is incalculable. In many
cases they are the turning-points in life,
They lead to the Saviour and into the
Church, -and sometimes” into the gospel
ministry. . They pass from house to house,
and are read by young and -old. They
make abiding impressions, ‘‘give true
ideals of life,” move the feelings, form the
judgments, arouse noble. ambitions, and

stir and quicken the best- that is in the |

nature. They work silently, though radi-
cally and permanently, - We cannot have
too many of the right kind of books, nor
have them read too often.—Preshyterian

Observer,
. ————

SCHOLAR'S ‘NOTES.
- (From Westminster Question Book).. -
LESSON VI.-NOVEMBER 6, 1892,

*:- PETER DELIVERED FROM PRISON. '
cos Acts12:1.17,
COMMIT TO MEMORY VS, 58,

GOLDEN TEXT.

“The angel of the Lord encampeth round about
them that fear him, and. delivereth them,—

Psalm 34:7.

HOME READINGS. .
M. Acts 12:1-17.—Peter Delivered from Prisen,
T. Mark 10: 32-45.—~The Baptism of James, '
V. Gen, 19: 12-9%.—Lot.and the Angels, -
Th, 2Kings 6 :8-17.—~Iilisha and the Angel Guard.
Acts 12:18-25. —Herod and the Angel,
S. Luke 11: 1-13,—Praycer Enjoined.
S. James5:13-20.—~Eftectual, Fervent Prayer,

LESSON PLAN,

1. Imprisoned by Herod. vs, 1-5,
II. Delivered by an Angel. vs. 6-11.
III. Received by Friends. vs, 12-17.

TIME—A.D. 44, spring; Claundius Cmsar em-
Bcror of Rome; Herod Agrippa I, king of all
alestine,
Prace.—Jerusalem,
OPENING WORDS,

Tho disciples weredriven from Jerusalem after
the death of Stephen, but in more quiet days
doubtless many refurned to the city. The city
was_still the abodg of the apostles, Herod
Afri‘})pn,. now king of all Palestine, was ready to
win Jewish favor by persceuting the hated Chris-
tians. Thus new troubles arose to try the faith
of the disciples,

HELPS IN STUDYING.

1. About that time—that Saul and Barnabas
were _sent from Antioch. 2. James—the son of
Zebedee. 3. Days of unlecavened Uread—the
seven days of the Passover festival, during which
only unleavened brend was eaten. Dout, 16:1-4,
4, Quaternions—ioursquadsof four soldiers each,
sixteen in all. Onec company guarded him three
hours, and was then ‘relicved 'by another.
After Easter—Revised Version, “ after the Pays.
over.” Bring him forth—put him to death, 6.
Between two soldiers—each wrist chained to the
wrist of a soldier. 7, The angel—this must have
occurred between three and six o'clock in the
morning (see v. 18), the hours of changing the
guard, 10, First and second ward— that is
the guards who wergslecping with him and the
outer guards, 12. John whose surname was
‘Mark -the author of the second gospel and tho
near relative of Barnabas. 15, Mad—out of her
senses. His anfel—the Jows believed that every
one had an angel appointed to guard him. 17,
Unto James—probably James the Less,

QUESTIONS,

INTRODUCTORY.—What is tho title of this les-
son? Golden Text? Lesson Plan? Time? Place?
Memory verses? . :

I. IMPRISONED BY HEROD. vs. 1-5.—~Who now
ersecuted tho church?: Whom did he kill?
hat did hedo with Peter? . When did he in-
tend to execute him? ~How was he. guarded
meanwhilo? What did the church do for him?
What is prayer? o
II. DELIVERED BY AN ANGEL. vS. 6-11.—By
whom was Peter delivered? Whatdid the angel
say to him? What beeamo of his chains? What
further command did the angel give him 7 How

leavo Pefer?
to himself?. . il
-~ JIT, RECEIVED BY FRIENDS.:Vvs, 1217,

did Petor go . Whowerogathered theret” Wh
wex'o,»they-doir:ig)-. Who came.-to the-dol
‘What did the disciples

Wﬁaf&id_\?&tepfs‘ay..whén ecam

was this James? -What did Peter then do?”
Y PRACTICAL LESSONS LEARNED,

please God,
forhis neople. IS KRR
. 8. Barnest prayer has real power swith Gad.”

swers to'our prayers:” » ‘ G
 REVIEW QUESTIONS.

church? Ans. Herod -killed James the brother
of John, and put Peter in prison, - -~ .
2, What did Herod intend to ¢ > with Peter

He was locked in. prison, bound in chainsg, and
guarded by soldiers. : L

without ceasing for him,

. LESSON VIL-NOVEMBER 13, 1802.-
THE FIRST

- Acts 13:333,
COMMIT TO. MEMORY vs, 24,

GOLDEN TEXT,

“That re&)qntnqée and remission ofsins should
})_,0 rcznich& in his name among all nations.”—
uke 24 :47, ' ‘

HOME READINGS.
M. Acts 13:1-13.—The First Christian Mission-

. arics, .
T. Matt, 10:1-22,—The- Apostles Commissioned.
W, Luke 1¢:1-2\.—The Soventy Scnt Forth,
Th. Isaiah 43:1. —Tho Light of tho Gentiles.
F.. Isaiah 60:1-.-.—The Conversion of th'g Gen-

tiles,
S. Isaiah 61:1-1l.—~Known Among the Gentiles,
S. Psalm72:1-20.—"Unto the Endsof tho Earth.”

LESSON PLAN,

Y. .Sot Apart by the Spirit, vs. 1-3,
IL Scnt Forth by the Spirit. vs. 4-8,
IIY. Filled With the Spirit. vs, 9:12,

TiME—Between A.D. 4548; Claudinsg Cmsar
emperor of Rome ; Cumanus governor of Judea.

Praces.~—Antioch, the capital of Syria, threo
léundrcd miles north of Jerusalem ; the island of
yprus, .

HELPS IN STUDYING.

Holy Ghost, Teachers—pastors, doing the regu-
lar work of training and instructing the converts.

Egypt. Which had.been brought wp with—Re-
vised ‘Version, -*foster brother.” = Herod the

the Baptist, . 2, g they ministered—in public
worship, probably in_reference to further mijs-
'sioniary work, Th¢Holy Ghost said—perhapsby
ono of the prophets,: 3. Laid their hands on
them—a8 a’sign of their consecration to this
specinl: work, 4. Seleucia—the seaport of An-
tioch, near the mouth of the Orontes, Cyprus—
an island of the Mediterrancan, 5. Salamis—n
seaport on the eastern extremity of the island.
John—John Mark, & near relaiion of Barnabas
(Col. 4:10), and tho suthor of the second gospel,
6. Paphos—a city on the western end of the is-
land, the residence of the Roman proconsul.
Sorcerer—magician,, 7. Deputy—Roman . gover-
nor, proconsul. 9. Who is also called Paul—
Saul was his Jewish and Paul his Roman name,
11, Mist....darkness—-first partial, then perfect
blindness. Do

- QUESTIONS,

INTRODUCTORY.—\What _is the title of this
lesson? _Golden Toxt? Lesson Plan? Time?
Placet Memory verses? '

1. SET APART BY THE SPIRIT. vs, 1-3.—Who
were in thechurch at Antioch? What were they
doing?’ What did the Holy Ghost say to tho
church? What was the work to which Barnabas
and Saunl were called? How were they set apart
for this work ? :

II. SENT FORTI BY THE SPiRir. vs. 4-8—By
whom_were they sont forth? Where did they
go? What did thoy do at Salamis? Who was
their attendant? Where did they go from Sala-
mis? Whom did they find there? With whom
was tho sorcerer? -What did the deputy do?
‘Why did the sorcerer oppose them? -~

III, FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT. vs, 9-12.—By
avhat namo is Saul henceforth known? How did
Paul.address the sorcerer? Under whase in-
fluence did he thusaddresshim? What sentenco
did he pronounce upon him? How was this sen-
tence executed ? How did this affect the deputy ?
‘What is faith in Jesus Christ?

PRACTICAL LESSONS LEARNED.

1. God haslaid upon s the work of sending the
gospel to the:heathen,

2. Mon of the cholcest gifts and graces should
bo chosen for this work.

3, Weshould give it our sympathy, our prayers
and our money. .

4, Mission-work may meet with opposition, but
the gospel will finally triumph over all. .

REVIEW - QUESTIONS,

1. What did tho Holy Ghest command the pro-
hets and teachers at Antioch to do? .Ans.

whercunto Ihave called them, .

2, Whero did Barnabas and Saul go? Aus.
They went to Seloucia, and sailod thence to
yDPrus. 3 :

3. Who sent for them at Paphos? Ans, The
doputy of Lhe country, who desired to hear tho
word of God, ’ . .

4, Who opposcd- them? Ans. Elymas the
sorcerer,-seeking to turn away the deputy from
th:,g fﬁlth. s tho & R

. How. was the sorcerer punished? Ans. He
%\;g.s gh‘st‘. robuked by Paul, and then struck with
indness, :

was tho iron gate opencd ? here did the angel

6. What was_thé effect? Ang, The deput:
when he saw what was done, believod.e Py

do? “Why were ‘they?
astonished 7. :: What 'did_Peter .then' declare to:
them? Whatdiregtions did he give:them2- Who<,

The Lord sends his angels to- deliver and caro -_

4. God sometimes exceeds our faith in his an-.

"1, What new . troublo. now’ came upon fho .

‘Ans. To put him to death after the Passover.: .-
. 3. What was done to prevent his escape? -Ans, *

4. What did thechurchdo? " Ans. They prayed

5. How.wero théiv prayers answered ¢ Ans,
God sent hisangel, who led him' ~ut of the prison, .

CHRISTIAN MISSIONARIES, '

1, Prophets—those especially inspired by the 4
Cyrene—on the northern coast of Africa, west of

tetrarch—Herod Antipas, who beheuded John~

Scparate me Barnabas and Saul for the work..




