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Cooper was 'indebted for mucli of his early religious instruc-
tion to the Gainsboeough Methodlist Sunday-school and. chapel.,
Among bis boyish. recollections were those of the stirring victories
of Ouidad Rodrigo, Badajoz, Salamanca, and Vittoria; and the
more sorrowfttl ones of the bard struggle of bis widowecl mother
for a living, oppressed. by the heavy war taxes and the hiigli
price of food. Bûinyan's iinmortal dreani, the grand old ballad
of 'Ohev~y Chase," and Byron's Il Ohilde :Harold " lirst awakenecl
bis literary taste,; and lie became a Ohartist in sympathy at
twelve, through reading the Radical press of the day. In. bis
fourteentli year lie became deeply convinced of sin througli the
street preaching of the Primitive Methodists, and joined. tlie
Society, but without experienci-ng, the change of heart he souglit.
At - fifteen lie began to W6rk at shoemak-ing, and for eight years
devoted most of lis walcing hours to that' employment, neyer
earning more than -ten shillings a week. But they were
glorious years of mental toil, self-denial, and egrnest self"
improvement.

His Methodist associations helped, to make a man of him; 'but
the writings of Volney -and Voltaire, for he was an omnivorous
reader, poured -their leprous distilment in bis -ear, and,. for a time,
tinctured lis mind -with their specious skepticism. A *settled
plan -of seif-education now .possessed lis soul. ,.About hbis
twentieth year lie began the study of Latin, Greek, Uebrew,
and Frencli without a master; risin.g at three or four in the
morning, repeating bis declensions and conjugations while
working on. bis shoemaker's bencli, ncit even pausing -during
Ibis meals. H1e worked tili eight orp fine at niglit, and then
studied tili lie feU asleep from, sheer exhaustion. Too poor
to -have a lire> lie wrapped hiniself in bis mother's cloakz and
kept sliuffling bis feet while he read, to keep off cold and
drowsiness. 11e mastered theý controversial works. of Paley,
Sherlock, Butler,, Stillingfleet, and Warburton; completec an
extensive course of historical and pbetical reading; devoured
the vol.umes of.'Scott aud. Irving as they came- froin. the press.;
and lad learned by heart the whole of "lIamlet " and four books
of IlParadi se Lost," when outraged nature revolted against the
strain. of excessive toil of body and mind on insufficient and
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