'CONDITION OF MASONRY.

who live at too great a distance from the ‘ publie cemetery for the purpose of interring,
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Lodge for punctual attendance; there should | not only Brethren members of the Lodges,
be in every Lodge an average attendance the - but those worthy Brethren who, strangers
* in the locality, bave died in indigent cix-

year round, of one balf.
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Condition of Masonry.

Following is the report of the Board of
General Purposes of the Grand Lodge of
Canada on the Condition of Masonry.

great pleasure in being able to report that
the progrees of Masonry in the various Ma-

cumstances. The Board trust that similar
praiseworthy efforts will be made in all the

' Masonic Districts.

sonic Districts is highly aratifying, and that .

the order is steadily and surely zdvancing
in prosperity and usefalness.
appears to be taken by the District Deputy
Grand Masters in recommending the forma-
tion of Lodges, and certainly from the few
complaints referred to in their reports, the

Every care

Lodges scem to have taken every reasonable ;
precaution that good and true men only °
are admitted to the privileges of the Craft. .

The various Lodges have been, on the:

whole, attentively visited, and when it is
considered that the District Deputy Grand

Masters bave to supervise and yisit, not:
sue

only at some loss of time. but at consider-

able pecuniary expense, the Grand Lodge -

may congratulate itself that brethrzn are
found who g0 well conduct the important
business entrusted to them and give such
eneral satisfaction.  The District Deputy

rand Masters cf the Ottaws and Wellington
Districts have visited every warranted
Lodge in their respective jarisdictions. The
other District Dapaty Grand Masters report
haviog visited nearly every Lodge.

¢ No denths among the present or past
Grand Lodge Officers have been reported.
Truly an all-wise Providence has dealt mer-
cifally with us. |

“Three instances have occurred where
TLodges have suffered loss by fire aund thbat
loss was, unfortunately, not covered by any
insurance. It is boped that the District
Deputy Crand Masters will strenuously urge
on the Lodges under their jurisdiction, the
great necessity of insuring and keeping in-
sured all Lodge property, and so save the
members from pecuniary loss; attention has
been before called to this matter, and it
would be well if it were at once ascertained
whether the different Lodges are properly
insured or- =ot, and that those neglecting the
precention ehould be nrged to take the me-
cessary £f.ps to insure.

¢ Dispenantions have been granted by
gome of the District Deputy Grand Masters
for brethren to appear in Masonic clothing
at pio-nics. It is a guestion whether the
power of granting Dispensations should be
extended to such social gatherings. In the
Ottawa District, the brethren have taken

““ Reports have been received from all the
District Deputy Grand Masters.

¢ The District Deputy Grand Masters re.
port that the Ritual authorized by Graad

" Lodge is well ob: d, and th eral
¢ The Board of General Furposes have ' B o the Todaes ate. ey

workings of the Lodges are carried out sys-
tematically. The Board consider, on the
whole, there is great cause of congiu.ulation
that in the reports no impediment to the
successful working of our time-honored in-
stitution has arisen, but that it steadily ad-
vaac~~ = *d that, too, with prudent and wells
guarc « steps.
¢ all of which is respectfully submitted,
“W. H. WELLER.
‘ President B. of G. P.”
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Ottawa Items.

Nothing of absorbing interest bas occurred
in the Masonic world here since our last is-
There has, however, been the election
of officers for the incoming year in Chau-
diere, Doric, and Civil Service Lodges, a full
and correct list of which we hope tohave for
our next issue.

St. John’s Day will be celebrated by an
oyster sapper on the second Tuesday in
Jaouary.

PrEsENTATION.—The members of Dal-
housie Lodge presented an illuminated ad-
dress to W. Bro. David Scott, P, M., on the
4th inst., in token of respect for his charac-
ter as a man aud a Mason and their appre-
ciation of his many services rendered to his

" Lodge, (the Mother Lodge of Ottawa,) for a

ateps to porchase a parcel of land in tho

period of twenty-one years. W. Bro. H.
Merrill, W. M., made the presentation.

TEE MasoNic Harr.—The heavy rent
charge and charge for the use of the furni-
ture made to each Lodge, press heavily upon
some of our Lodges in these bhard times,
when dues are sumewhat difficult to eollect,
and eligible candidates for onr mysteries are
not forthcomiag in sufficient numbers to cope
with the necessary outlay; it has therefore
been mooted that so scom as the present
lease of the Hall expires, some less oxpen-
sive arrangement sheuld be made. What
shape this will take i3 not yet known. A
nevw hall, built by the fratermty, has bzen
mentioned, whilst the amalgamation of two
or more Lodges into onc under the present
arrangement has been spoken of, in which
case, bowever, the Trustees snd Furnishing
Committee would be losers.

IL1.~W. Bro. Dewry, P. M. of Princo
Consort Lodge, No. 52, Q. R.. who isengagz-



