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to appoint all Committees, unless otherwise specially ordered by the
House, in which case they aro to be appointou 'by ballot. But the
latter mode is now nover resorted to, and the pre ont practice is for the
House to direct the Speaker to appoint ail Comnittees, Standing and
Select.

By the universal usage of Masonry, the appointmont of al Select
Conmittes, that is to say, all Committees created by special reolu-
into, is, unless otherwio specially provided for, vested iii the presiding
officer; therefore, when a motion is adopted which creates a Commitctee,
and charges it with the consideration of a particular subject, it is not
nece;sary, as it is in other deliberative bodies, for the Master or pre-
siding olficer to inquire " how shall the Coimmittce be aîppoinîted ?"
Uleoss the resolution creating theComnittec provides at the samie time
for lhe election of its mem bers by the Lodge, the power of the appoint-
ment is in the presiding officer.

Li the motion f>r the creation of a Conmmittee the number of members
is oftcn left 'blanc, and after the adoption of the resolution, it becomes
necesariy to till up ic blank with some specified number. This nay
bo done, as the filling of:any other blank, by several motions for different
numbears, in vhich case tie presiding officer will put the question on
each number, begining vith the highet, until one of them is adopted.
But more frequcntly the blank is filled up upon the nere suggestion of
sone niember, which suggestion is informally adopted if there bo no
opposii3on.

.c to the numge-r of which a Comittee is to be composed, there is
no other raie than the pleasure of the Lodgo; but uniform custom bas
resti iccd eommittees te a as few as can convenient.ly and judiciously
discharge the duty, on the ground that a fow may bo more easily
brought> together than many, are a less unwieldy body to organize, and
can moi e readily agrec upon measures. An odd number is seleeted in
preference to an even one, because, as a ma.jority of the Conmittee
mako the report, an odd number always secures a najority on one side
or the other of the question, if therc be a difference of opinion; whereas
in an even number there might bo a tic, and the Committec could corne
to no conclusion.

The Committee is appointed by the Mastcr's reading out the names
of the mnembers whom he lias seleced, whieh duty be may perform at
once ; or be may require time for a judicious selection, when lie an-
nounees dhat he will make the appointment at his leisure.

There is no positive rie to regulate thD presiding officer in li choice
of commiticomen, but the courtesy of parliamentary law bas always in-
dicated that the person who make the motion for the creation of a Com-
mittee should be lie first one phiced on it, and not to so name him
would be considered as an act of discourtesy.

In naming the other members of the committec, respect should bQ
had to thcir peculiar views of the subject to be referred. It is a parlia-
mentary practice not to appoint persons on a Committeo who are
oppored to the proposition which is to be referred. It being the object
of a Committec to prepare the matter with which they have been
charted, and to put it into a shape fit for the action of the body which.
they represent. it is evident that they should be so far its friendas to
lead ilem to such a result. The enemies of a proposition would be
more likely te stifle it than te give it a proper forn for future discus-
sion. Ia the forcible language of a parliamentary writer "The child is


