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a halt.  The: daughters oi our farmers must- form:
strong useful hands by drawing the teat, rather than
by daintily firgering the piano, which will only bea
return to hraorable ancient usage. Mote of the calves
must be raised by hand, after the fashion of the
Messrs.-Smith, of A aple lodge, and of Mr. John Gib-
son, late of Denfield, in which case the habit of giving
milk for nine and ten months in the year would be-
come established. The adoption of the principles that
universally obtains amongst the breeders of dairy cat-
tle would no doubt produce similar results with Short-
0. *ns, that is (1) persistent milking 3 [2) a most care-
ful s=!. ction of good milking dams as Lreeders ; and
(3) wsicg sires of good milking families.

Ouw correspondent stirs a subject a good a=al deeper
than thestream over which Cass’s bridge is built, when
he puts the question at the head of this paper, a..d we
are glad that he has asked it, as, if the breeders of
Shorthorns are to retain the prestige of their Txmous
line for being large and loog milkers, they must beat
a halt, in some of their methods at least.

In our remarks on this wide subject, we have only
been wading in the shallows on the margin of a deep,
deep sea.  Will some of our corresvondents launch
away and lead uson?

Cavalry and Artillery Horses.

Nobody can doubt, from a n:tional point of view,
the immense importance of the trade awaiting the
farmers of Canada, if the officers, now in this country
on behalf of the Imperial Government, report favor-
ably on this prozince as a field for the selection of
cavalry and artillery horses. The raising of horses
for export is at-least as practicable as the production
of beef cattle, and as a matter of fact, in comyetition
with the rest of the world, Canada would be at greater
advantage in the horse trade than in the cattle busi-
ness.  The short sea -voyage tells in our favor more
in equine than in bovine freight. Dead meat cannot
be brought into competition ; and lastly, the United
States have not the kind of horses wanted, or what
there may be of them .are so much dearer than ours
that the Americans can afford the expense of coming
to Canada to get horses, and can pay 207, duty at the
frontier., Horses, therefore, varying in worth from
$140 to $180, can be procured in Ontario apd shipped
at Muatreal, subject to 2 companatively short inland
journey by rail or boat to the head of navigation. The
officers sent out here have no doubt obeyed orders ;
but at the very start a perhaps fatal mistake was made
in giving them orders « buy on their own account.
Had tiey contented themselves with ascertaining the
most capable dealer or buyer in each neighborhood,
and undertaken to pay him a commission on borses
purchased through him, the animals selected by
their commissioner to be inspected by them at any
town having railway or steamboat communication
with Montreal, in lots of not less thaa fifty, they would
long ago bave purchased the 300 horses that they have
announced as the object of their visit. It is doubtful
whether in the two months that have passed since
their arzival they have secured thirty horses, and those
who have seen the horses already bought declare
them to be in the main such horses as a qualified
dealer would not have dared to submit for their ap-
proval.  If these horses are really up to the standard
sat by the. Imperial authorities, then there are in this
country five times as many suitable horses as the most
enthusiastic promoter of the new trade ever dreamed
of. Many of the horses purchased kad been bought
for §50 or more below the price at which they weze
passed on to the English colonels. In fact it may be
positively a'leged that no Canadian expert wot'd give
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“for-the lot gathered-at Cobourg. anything:like the.

price paid. The horses selected are presumably
sound, and the large number of horses rejected for un-
soundness proves that a deliber~*~ atte upt was made
by the farming closs to put off their werst horses on
gentlemen whose personal appearance must have led
the uninitizted countryman to mistake them for
dudes. A colonel of a crack hussar regiment and an

artillery officer traveling with servants and a,yvetenn..

ary surgeon of the famous Royal Horse Guards
Blue, constitute a .avalcade certainly calculated to
impress the rustic mind with awe, and equally with a
nation of bouncles, wealth, Horse that the dealer

.| could have readily secured for $150 have been

put at $175 to the colonels, and would have been put
higherif that had not been understood to be ther limit.
The result of all this will be that Canadian horses will
be reported to be exceptionally unsound, whereas the
contrary is known by all experienced horsemen to be
ihe case. Their value also will be reported upon, un
der circumstances favoring a grez misconception in
this particulur.

The colonels should not have come in contast with
the owners ; bat, firs. having informed thamselves of
current prices, they shonld bave placed the matter
in the hands of a dozen competent middlemen, in-
structed as to their requirements. Had this been done,
we . re sa.sfie that their 300 horses would have been
pro.ured in a -onth, ot ever less, if we may taket
{or granted that the horses wh ch ate n_-, theit prop-
¢ity ar. tzally suitabie for the:r purposes, Breeders
very seldum ask or get more for a Lisrse zian the offi-
cers sre offering, and in spite of the bzry season of
hayiog and harvesting the required horses might bave
been procured, if the course indicated had been pur-
sued. It is no matter of surprise to :  ybody acyuaint.
ed with the ordinary run of our fanners that v..,

grotesque caricatutes of the right sont of aniwal were |

brought in for inspection. It is ro libel on the ot-
dinary farmer to say that he is not a good judge of
the various classes of horses and of the distinctions be

tween them. He, the workiag farmer, knows tae
horse useful for his own purpos 5, and 1s apt to vo'ue
any animal be may own at tle price it is worth to
himself. It is in this difference of value betwesn a
work horse and a pleasure horse that the dealer who
caters for townspeople makes his living. The breeder
sells for $150 and is glad to get it, whereas the man
with a'trained eye has recognized points that are 2
sealed book to the farmer, and sells his purchase in
Toronto or clsewhere for $250.

It is advertised that on their return from the Norta-
west the colonels contemplate continuing their cam-
paign.  Prizes for horses suicable for army purposes
are advertised a. Toronto and Guelph ; and the pro-
moters of these two exbibitions perhaps fondly think
that the desired animals w:!l be brought in to the tune
ofhundreds. If the farmer knew what was wanted,
this would be the casc ; but he does not. And as no
qualified agents or dealers ar2 interested in going
amongst them and disseminating the needful informa-
ton, a few hnes of pnnt will oot teach men who
are not versed in horse shibboleth what at 1s that the
published handbills call for. Nor is Taronto a good
centre for .the collection of such horses.  Selected
country horses of the right stamp, once they are i
Toronto, arc worth more than regulation pnic..  Yo-
ronto being on the lake, is 2 place with only one half
of a circle to draw from, and the immediate naghbor.
hood of the cLief aty of the Province, where. there
isa great dewand for sound useful . horses, cannot be
the place in which to seck army remounts.  This does
not apply to.Guelph, and we Iook for.a’betes supply
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in-that districts In St.,Thomas, too, -there;:may;be.

a fair sh  of horses.for army purposes; but if thes
season were not too-advanced for shipping in- the énd:
of Octoher, 1t is at the township and county fairs that,
army horses could best be procured. Farmers capnot
be too earnestly told that horses submutted. to the:Im-
perial commissione.s must be absolutel; sounu ‘and;
free of blemish, acuve, well-bred, and from 4.to 8
years old ; girthing 721nches, and measuring 8 Aiiiﬂ;hes
under the kn~.. A very short horse would be cov-
ered by a trooper’s saddle and accoutrements. A
long backed horse is generally so because he
lacks either shoulders or length of quarters: ,Li~
tween the two is ‘“the just middle ” which is
waoted. But of all essential conditions for a cayalry,
horse, ** riding shoulders,” that is, high withers.and
an oblique slope of the bone thence to the point
oi the shoulder, is the one sine gua non. Thiswill
never have been obtained without-a cross: with the
blood horse, and the paucity of thoroughbred stallions
in the country will be a sore blow acd heavy discour-
sgement to the promoters and well-wishers of the
present opportunity to find a set-off against the cheap
price of other farm produce.

If the official report- does nothing more than. calt
attention to the irreparable damage done to our horse
supply by the use of mongrel light harness stallions,
the officers’ present visit will not bave been altogether
unprodvctive of good. The thoroughbred stallion of
L3¢ right stamp, strong in bane and sinew, with well
spruag ribs and two bandsome ends, from almost any
class of mare, will get a saleable colt. Government
cannot interi.:#, though various schemes have: from
time to time been propounded with that end in view.
1.2 remedy ls in convincing the farmers, and the
L 5. A. professors who made 2 :tour through the
1 covince last winter should lose no opportunity of.in«
sulcating the lessyz.. Perhapsiother gentlemen might
profitably share the labor, whether it be made.or¢.of
love or emolument,

In'conclusion, we would express our belief that- if,
on the departute of the Imperial commissioners; they
encourage properly qualified aizents to buy during ihie
winter .aonths, procvsing to take. off- their. hands: in
April next such horses - are found-suitable, zt-least
five hundred horses ‘'will be found awaiting them on
their second visit.

Our Scotch Letter.
HIGHLAND ANRD AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY'S SHOW.
{Specially reported.)

A few notes on the annual exhibition °f the High-
land and Agricultural Sociesy of Scotland, which was
held av Dumfries during the "last week of July, will
form the subjcct of the present article. It is.eight
years since the writer last visited this prétty and
snugly situated town, which has not inappropriately
been called the ** Queen of the South,” on the occa-
sion of the last show of the socicty at this centre. A,

0od deal has happened since the, and :gﬁcultpgc
ﬁas gone th':_ongg a’'period of unexampled depres-
sion; but the lesson one inay learn from.the na:
tional gathenng of last week is that the British farmer
has not given way to despair or allowed the heavy bur:
den of g::pfcssion to clog nis energies, for throughout
the exhibition there were signs of improvement, and a
gradeal ding up which, in some sections, wis
particulacly  prominent. . .

_ Fori the firss two days of the exhibition the Society
basked under the beneficent influence of a brillisnt
sun, but unfcriunately to= lasttwo days,. when the
coffers. of 1t Sociely ‘aic generally most largely
replemshed, rain i continuously, and ‘the draws
ings for ‘«Jmission and .atalogues, which amounted
over all o £2273 11s. 10d., were- £1031 6s. 11d,
bebind v bat they were in 1878. Io any. case it
could ‘nt have tecn expecied that thé financa
fesults ¥ ould have been equal to what theéy, werehe,e.



