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evident modical mon have an important duty tu perform .satside of'
the privilege of curing diease, if possible, unce it bas beun devel
oped. Thus wo observe the absolute nocessity of proper sanitary
inspection, to stay the ovils now un the increase, chiefly through
an over-taxation of nerve tissue and norvo power, not in koping
with the physiological principles inculcated at the present day.
From various sources it is quite ovident that, within a few years,
lung diseuses are on the increase ii schoul children, and. In mary
instances, may bo attnbuted tu over-crowdiug and long and exhautit-
mng confinement in a vitiated atmosphere. The lufty ceilinge of
our new school houses are ovidence of progress, but proper venti-
lation muet be carried tu such ceihngs, otherwie they will Lecomo
receptacles of foul air, to vitiate tho entire atmosphoro of the room.
Frosh air is about the most impprtant food of the syetem, and no-
where more than during school hie should thora be a proper and
well-regulated supply. It is a well-known fact Lhat every indivi-
dual poisons fifteen cubic fet of air every hour, in consequenco of
which thirty cubio feet should be supplied overy hour. If we de-
sire tu stay the progrese of opidemic eases, there shcuid be every
effort made tu lunit the number of pupilo to the area of class-room
accommodation. Well might Dr. Thomas Rochester remark at
the Medical Society meeting at New York in June, 1876, that
" Education was not in all instances the blessing which it seemed
nnmstakably to bo, for it became necessary te acquire it at too
great a risk ; " and, under such circumstances, he recommended
that every school district, should have a well-paid medical director,
who ahould deote hanself thoroughly and conscientiously to the
many hygienie duties of the position. It is impossible te estimate
the importance of this subject, wh.ch :t present is eng4ging the
attention of public mon in every coiu.try. Dr. Bowitch, in his
addres at the International Medical Congress, Philadelphia, 1876,
stated that over 200,000 persons are annually slaughtered n the
United States by preventable diseases. What the death rate in the
schon children of the Dominion may be, or in those of the Pro-
vince , f Ontario, now numbering 496,000, between the ages-of five
and sixteen years, I could not offer an estimate. From personal
observation, I fear that the cramming system of the present day is
net likely to produce a generation equal to the one now passing
away. The most useless individuals in society are those who
know everything and eau do nothing. Our country is rapidly de-
veloping, and we iequire workers; werkers not conve'rted into
drones, by excessive ill-directed application in the buoyant period
of youth. Let our education bu directed towards the object in
view, surroundéd by the principles of conuuauL sense, and the
outcome wili bu more lasting, the results more practical, and the
rising generation one quite able to grapple with the ,aried emer-
gencies of certainly a trying age.
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The necessity for some such examinations as those now con.
ducted by the Education Department cannot be doubted. On this
point thore is no great difference of opinion. Their peculiar
departmental character arises from the direct oversight which the
State, in this, as in every enlightened country, is giving to the cause
of education; and, more particularly, from the financial aid which
our several municipalities receive from the general treaaury, to
supplement local contributions for educational purposes.

Good schools presuppose good teachers, aud good teachers must
ieceive suitable remuneration. To determine, thair qualifidations,
there muet bu certain standards, to which they shall bu required
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tu attain. And to pay them suitably, legislative aid ie found neces-
sary. Hence our examinations, and their departmental character.

Of course, thd utility of these examinations depends on their
adaÀptatio'n to the end in. view -to thoir thorouighness and fairneu.
Examinations for teachers ought ta bu of such à nature as te neces-
sitate careful preparation both of the maUter te bu afterwards tauglit,
and practice in the best mtlods of instruction.

Ouï examinations, profossional and non-professional, are sup-
posed tu meet the general requirement of furnishing the country
with a supply of properly qualified teachors.

I believe that thesq tests are much superior te those of former
years, and that no'serious objections can bu urged against them.

We are not assembled, however, te ait in mut6 admiration of
any part of aur educational system, simply because it is au improve-
ment on the past. Had that coursa been hitherto pursued, we
might still bu trudging along in the old paths, the slaves of methode
long since laid aside.

With a view, therefore, te ulicit opinion, Imd, if necessary, to
secure improvement in certain particulars, I shall venture te sug-
geit a few modifications which I think might bu advantageously
adopted.

And, first of all, it seems t me that while the Education
Donartment should take a very prominent part in all mattera per.
taining te our schools, the present tendency is rather te ignore
local interest and supprtede local control by centralizing au real
power in a non-representative and semi-responsible body.

It bas long been deemed a fundamental pi 4iciple in our educa-
tionai polity that an interest can best be created and sustained.by
extending to the people a fair share of authority. For roasons net
fully apparent, a centralizing policy seemse now te pzevail, the moat
objectionable feature of which is, as before reinarked, that privi-
lege and power withaawn from the people are being entrusted to
a select committee on which the people havie no direct representa-
tion.

Probably niany of the changes introduced from time to time
would meut with less opposition if those most directly interested
were represented on this Executive Couneil. All this may bu said
without in any way reflecting on ¶io gentlemen selected as mem-
burs of this committee. It is the principle adopted--uperseding
the former representative system-to which exception is taken.

From some cause or other, our present methods. are considered
unnecessarily expensive. If the accumulation, inToronto, of work
formerly done throughout the province eufficiently accounts for the
present outlay, it is quite susceptible of demonstration; and the
necessary information should bu given. The restdis now obtained
by our educational machinery are by very many considered incom-
mensurate with the cost te the country.

If Our High School grants, for example, are not increaed in
proportion to the inerease of work assigned txem; if, as some
trustees assert, " the mili in Toronto is ke'eping the grist and giv-
ir.g them the foll;"* if, in short, there is any misappropriation of
st-ool, funds, it ought te bu rectified in a manner satisfactory te
any reasonable demands of dissatisfied trustees and tochers.

To speak of examinations more in detail;I believe.tbe ENRTANoE
ExAMINA'ioN would'be more effectual, (i) if adjacent .nblic
Schools were euouraged to use it more generally as a test for pro-
motion from the fonrth form; (ii) if definite instructions were
given Head Masters as te their presiding, and the remuneration to
be raceived. Any perquisites available should be secnred to those
who have te do the work. The Inspecter, in other words, shoula
not be burdened with the distribution of this patronage. (iii) The

*It is a pity that Mr. M'Henry should have quoted suob nousense. The
method of oonducting examinatlons introduced by Mr. Crooks largly reduced
the cost of the Provinala examination.-En.


