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are a body of men of which'any coun-
try may bc proud, and the ycoman
service thcy arc doing in the intellec-
tual developmcnt of the country
entitle3 them to generous and admir-
ing recognition by the people. As a
force in the community for good, no
class of men arc in a position to
exercise a more beneficent influence ;
and the potentialities of such a body of
educators as wehavenowover the Do-
minion, in giving to it the blessings of
intelligence, enlightenment and cul-
turc are remarkable in the history of
so young a nation.

The only circunstance that can
qualify unstir -ed commendation of. ·
profession is .xat to which we have
already alludea, but which, as we have
said, attaches to our systems and
machinery of education rather than to
the instruments that give them effect.
There must, of course, be these sys-
tems, and more or less of the regula-
ting and restraining direction of a
centralized executive; but, at the same
time, there should be the greatest

possible freedom in their operation,
consistent with desirable and legiti-
mate control. And with evcry elasti-
city that can be given to the system,
there should be as little to remind the
profession of bureaucracy and depart-
mental paternalism as possible. But
above all, there should be the living
Af in the administration which should
charge aill the conduits of the depart-
nient with the electric thrill of energy
and enthusiasm, and cause the concen-
tric circles of the systen to tingle with
the dynamic force of its impulse. In
so important a bureau as that of cdu-
cation the want of some highly
magnetized influence to infuse the
system with zeal and activity is an
imperious need. With it our educa-
tors will become schoolmen in the
old and high sense of the word, and a
taste for learning and the elegant
amenities of life will be diffused.
Without it the most potent lever in
elevating the public taste and in stimu-
lating the intellectual life and culture
of the nation willfail of its highestwork.

EDUCATION A SUCCESSION OF EXPERIENCES.*
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A STUDY of the phenomena ofthe human intellect teaches us
that there is a process going on by
which external matters are being pic-
tured in the brain through the action
of the senses. The imagination it-
self is found to depend upon an ideal
grouping of experiences, however fan-
tastic and unconnected they may be
made to appear. As time elapses
and rnankind advances, the brain-
pictures seen to become more per-

fect, and to embrace more fully the
characters of their originals, and their
development in this direction is
proved by our varying notions of
things, and our changing conduct to-
ward them. Education may, then,
be primarily conceived as the process
of storing sense-impressions in the
brain, and the total condition and
amount of the brain-pictures we
might style knowledge. An educa-
tion seems to resolve itself at last in-
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