H

THE PARISH SCHOOL ADVOCATE.

* % Gray's Elegy in a Country Church-
ard.”

It is not enough to read books; to
derive any true advantage from them
we must read them systematically
and urderstandingly. Voltaire ¢!
ways read with a pencil 1o his haod
to mark and to comment on passuges
of interest, The profound Ruhnken
always read pen in hand, and vnder-

lined every difficult passage, that he
might recur to it’ again. A famous
scholar udvises students to prcportion
an hour's meditatinn to each hour’s
reading, The mind requires—hke
the body—time to digest its focd.
Too many people learn only words,
and not ideas ; for them the field of
literature is barren—its pleasures un-
known.— Gleason.

A. Despevate Conflict between a Lion and an An-
telope.

br. Livingstone gives a very inter-
esting description of a fight we wit-
nessed in Africa betweer a lion and
an antelope. The Dr.and his guides
had just emerged from a narrow de-
file between two rocky hills, when
they heard an angry growl, which
they knew to be that of the **mon-
arch of the forest.” At the distance
of not more than forty yards in ad-
vance of ,them, » gemsbok stood at
bay, while & huge tawny hion was
crouched on a rocky platform, above
the level of the plain, evidently medi-
tating an attack on the antelope ; only
a space of about twenty feet separa-
ted the two animals. The lion ap-
peared to be animated with the great-
est fury,—the gembok was apparent-
ly calm and resolute,—presenting his
well “fortified head to the enemy.
The lion cautiously changed his posi-
tion, descended to the plain and made
& circuit, obviously for the purpose of
attacking the gembok in the rear,but
the latter was on the uslert and still
turned his head towards his antagon-
ist,

This manceuvering lasted about
half ap hour, when it appeared to the
observers that the gemsbok used a
stratagem to induce the lion to make
his nssault. The flank of the antel-
ope was for a moment turned to his
fierce assailant. ~As quick as light-
ning the lion made a spring, hut
while he was yet in the air, the gems-
bok turned his head bending his neck
80 as to present one of his spearlike
horns at the liow’s breast,

A terrible laceration was the cor-
gequence ; the lion fell back on his

’

haunches, showing & ghistly wound
in the lower part of his neck. He
uttered a howl of rage and anguish,
and backed off 10 the distance of fifty
yards, seeming halt disposed to give
up the contest, but hunger, fury, or
revenke once were impelled him for-
ward, His second assault was more
furious and headlong s he rushed at
the gemsbok, and attempted to leap

_over the formidable horns in order to

alight on his back. .

The gemsbok, still standing on the
defensive, elevated his head, speared
the lion 1n his side, and inflicted what
the inspectors believed to be a mor-
tal wound, as the horns penetrated to
the depth of six or eight inches,
Agan the lion retreated grouning and
limping in & manner that showed that
he had been severely hurt, but he
soon collected all hisenergies for an-
other aitack. Atthe instant of col-
lision, the gemsbok presented a horn
8o as to strike the lion immediately
between his two fore legs, and = for-
ciful was the stroke that the whole
length of the horn was buried in the
lion’s body. For nearly o minute,
the two beastsstood mntionless ; then
the gemshok slowly backing, with.
drew his horn, and the lion tottered
and fell on his side, his limbs quiver-
ing in the agomes of death. The
victor made a triumphant flodrish of
his heels, and trotted off apparently
without having received the least in.
jury in the conflict.—Dr. Living-
stone’s travels in Africa, an Unpub-
lished Work—Michigan Journal of
Lducation.



