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LEGISLATURE DISSOLVED

The Legislature has been dissolved
and the new election will be held on
the 28th of March, nominations being
made on the 12th. ~As this announce-
ment has been expected ever since the
heginning of the year, it will oceasion
ud surprise.

The House which has just gone out of
existence .has” sat three times. It had
the right to a fourth session, but in
View of the extensive programme which
has been proposed ‘by the government
and received 1legislative . sanction, and
also in view of the changing character
of the electorate by the addition of new
names to .the voters’ list, it has'been
deemed advisable not to permit it to
last its full term. The practice of hayv-
ing more frequerit/dissolutions than the
law calls for is rapidly gaining favor
in the United Kingdom ag well as in
Canada. 5

The previous election was held after
the announcement' of an extensive policy
Jof reil“ay construction, and the plan
thus outlined by the govemment re-
ceived a very remarkable endorsement.
That = policy was _ carried forward
through its first stage at the session’
following the election. It was advanced
to the second stage during the session,
which has just closed, and it is very
proper that the electorate shell have

the opportunify of expressing their ap- 1

broval or disapproval, as they may see
fit, at the earllest possible day. Their
discussion cannot fail' to have a' very

important influence upon the course of
the government ‘in this ‘regard here- '

after.

The expenditures provided for by the
appropriatiens just made by the House
are unprecedented in magnitude in this

province. The government has thought.

it well to give the electorate an oppor-
tunity of expressing itself as to this
policy of large outlay in works of im-
" provement before the expenditure -has

'a,ctually been ‘made. ‘Opponents “of the | &

»,govemment certainly eannot c()mpla.ln

ber of ‘the electors

'thut ‘the present cdministrauon 15" not b
pubuc;mﬂz dm:lngi

"'to be entrusted wﬂ-h this great respon-

" 'sibllity a new administration will be

formed of which they will have control.

That the 'forthcoming election will re-.

sult in the' teturn of the government to
power seems to be a foregone ‘conelu-
sion. We know the proverbial ; uncer-
" ‘tainty of elections, and’ 'shall’ not in-
dulge in any prophecy; but it may ' be

said witho ny doubt that at present .
sald wi ut eny bt t 1) | erasp of & Shieh sub;}ect

there does not'appear ‘to be more than
“one constituency in the province in
which the Opposition hes even a fight-
ing chande,

The Legislature was prorogued yes-

terday after an uneventful session, and

yet one that was marked by the pas-
'sage of much very important legislation
and “the a,ppropria,tlon of ‘the largest
sum of money ever voted out of revenue
: by any province in-Canada. 'The session
'was uneventtul only because of the lack
of ahy vety acute discussion, a condition
of things linevitable in a House where
the Opposition was. represented by one
Liberal and two Socialists, and one of
_fhe latter refrained from any very active
gurtic!patloh in its work.

Referring * especially to the session,
whlch has just closed, it was one that
will ha.ye an {mportant bearmg upon the
future of the province, The railway
]eglulation is a part of a broad plan of

. development, which' we' venture to think
‘will ‘be carried on boldly in the future.
he Forest Act is of itself sufficiently
finportant to eharacterize the sesslon as
ofle of  great ‘future  influence, _The
authorization of 'the beginning of work
upon the Provincial University wiil rank
among the historic évents'in the history
of Brtish Columbia. There has been a
great mass of minor legislation; some of
it bearing Upon matters vital to the Wel-
fare of the public. .
A very heavy responsibility has rest-
¢4 upon the Attorney-General. With all
Tespect to Mr. Brewster, it cannot be
claimed that he i§ a competent legal
gritic, and an Attorney-General, who has
no.one to subject his work to the severe
test of hostile legal criticism, is in no
gnviable position... Mr. Bowser has ex-
hblted great-industry and much skill ig

X the discharge of the exceptionally heavy
dl ty resting upon him as the chief law
officer of the Crown. Even his political
opponents must concede that he filled his

. arduous position with an intelligent ap-

preciation of his varied subjects, unfiag-
ging industry, great professional ability
and excellent good humor. We think that
10 say this is only fair to'a minister,
whose work is of a class which the
" public at large have not many oppor-
tunities of properly estimating,

He has ehovm his| recoxnition ot the
ueeas of British Columbia tor a strong
and Dprogressive policy, and he has had
the courage to give a ledd which will be
productive of results of ‘the greatest

. value. It has been given to no premier
in cgnada to enter office with a depletedf

public treasury, and .a well-nigh ex-~
hausted public credit, and within less
than ‘nine years find himself ina position
to undertake and pay for, without bor-
rowing, the greatest system' of public
works ever sanctioned by a previncial
leglslature. and to provide for railway
development upon a scale heretofore only
contemplated by the Domlnlon It !s a
rcecord of which any public man- mlsht
well-be proud. He has grown w_lth hlp
responsibiltiés. . He  has‘ developed

strength with the added burdens whlchv

hi: has had to assume. It is not to 'de
traét from the ability of his colleagues
to say that his is the master mind of

the most able and progressive Eovern-:

ment British Columbia has ever had,: 7
One of the most valuable features of
the past session was the Budget Speech,

a compilation of facts and ﬂsules bear--

Ing ‘upon the present . conditi : and
future prospects of the province that
has never been surpassed. Mr, Ellison,
Minister of Finance and Agriculture, is
a gentleman who is able to bring. to bear
upon the diverse duties devolving upon
him a discriminating mind, a thorough
knowledge of the province, strong, prac-
tical common sense and a ‘progressive
spirit. “His work has not been spec-
tacular, but in the years to come Brituh
Columbia will feel its beneficial effects,

As we said on a former occasion Dr.
Young."' as  Minister of “Eddcation, has
had placed within his reach an enviable
oppertunity, and it is only’ fair ;o‘lay
that he has been largely instrumental
in creating it. To be entrusted with the
duty of laying the foundation of a great

provincial '(.[‘nlverslty is an honora.ble;
task such as few men have’ been ‘called

upon to perform. Whenevet oqmulon

requires. Dr. Young to deal ‘Whh ﬂ\lB

# asg to inspire puolic oonﬂdgn

highest desree. ' No:one- quesﬁ s
fitness for his monumemﬂ
Mr. Ross made a mg;;nch
self by his speech mir n
Act; and he _added w

My 'Bawlor is'a mi

| for a thorough knowhage‘ of

tions of the eriMf 3 commhenl‘lve

of proportion, He 1 .
reputa.tlon tor hlmsdr. PN

Of the two gentlameh. upnn whom de-
volved the task of crlttcium, it is. right
that 'a few words should be gaid, and it
1s a pleasure to be able to say that ‘they
d‘sehsrged theLr task’ _Very well indeed
Both of them added to the - number of
their personal friendl durm: the ses-
sion, and both gained: in, reputation as
Tair-minded crities. - v i i L

—ll

A pleasing feature ln the progress

. of Victoria. is that the enterprise and

energy, of which signs are visible on
every hand, are not awlbutable to
hew comers, and the lnt.roductlon of
outside capital so much 48 to ‘the faith
of ‘the older residents in the future
of the city, a faith that is meetlng
with ample reward.’ The old-estab-
lished firm of Pemberton & Sons led

in the new movement, and Mr, Joseph'

Sayward followed suit, ‘and they found

others ready to imitate their examsple,’

including. more recent residents, so
that today we find all over the central
part of ‘the city new bundlnga belng

.erected, which in character would be

an ornament to any place in Canada.
From the fine hotel on Pandora, erect-

‘ed by Mr. Lim Bang, ‘to the great

structure to be erected on the corner
of Humboldt and Government, there: -are
many proofs of the faith of the older
residents in their city and of ‘the con-
fidence of newer comers as well. The
vacant area formerly. occupied by D,
Spencer, Ltd., and . the Five Sisters
Block yet ‘awalits occupants, ' but on
the other :side of Government Street
Messrs. Hibben & Co, have begun the
erection of what will be one of the
finest business blocks in the city. The
new Union Bank building and that un-
der construction for Messrs Elliott,
Mé‘bean & Shandley and Messra. Mac-
Pherson . and Fullerton Brothers  wili
completely ailter the appearance of
the business centre ang will make the
one-storey buildings ‘adjoining ‘them
look very ' ‘mean and’ lnslznlﬂcant

There was a very general hope a.mong’
the cmzens\l that when the Canadian -

¥z cific Telegraphs moved out. of the
liitle structure on the corner of Gove

one 'of ‘the best
city a structure
o ;n); other 'in the
o vIcinmr Ma p cmzens have expressed
regret at what 1s. . understmd to be
Mr, Wllson': intentlon to lea,ve the
structure ag it s Posslbly .the Col-
| onfet Tias no right to offer suggestions
to any one as to what he shall do with
his property, but there are times when
it. seems a duty . to d0 '80. 'We ‘are
going, with' all- respect. to I:‘r.";wuson
as one  of the oldest, most ‘wealthy
and most esteemed of - our clﬂzens,
and as the head ‘of one of our most.
enterprising and progressive families,
to say to him in plain words that the
public will' be xreatly Adisappointed’ if
he does not take steps forthwith to re-
place his premises with a buﬂafng in
keeping with the value of such a busi-
ness site.
©.The' hnprovement taking place on
Fort Street is very marked and more
is to ronow speedify The daym the
one-st.orey shack has passed for Vic-

observations ‘we have 'made above
reference has been made only to a
very few of those who have contribut-
ed towards bringing about the general
air ‘of progress and prosperity in evi-
dence on every hand. The c¢hanges
along Yates Su'eet are many. Douglas
Street is going ahead..” And the im-.
pyrtant thing for property owners to
consider is that the period of expan-
slon ‘has only just begun. In. 'the
course of a very. short ‘time, quite as

it, Victorla will feel a-new and un-
precedented impetus from r. .way con-
struction; including, 'let it be remem-
bered, the long looked-for all-rail con-
nection with the Mainland. It may be
recalled that only a. very: tew years
ago douhts were  expressed as to
whether one apartment house in the
“city would ‘pay. Now few people know
‘how many there 'are, and. otherse are
being planned. A few _years: ptevloue-
ly we ‘were told that we had _ample
hotel hecommodaﬂon Now, though

tlmes what we had

Italy hu annexed Tﬂpoll but appn.r-
entiy Trlpoll does not know & o

and let’a see. how it‘ will work,

Heredter the mayoral veto will ‘be

uijult sense; like ‘the House ' of Lotds; dilatory ‘but

not prohlbito!'y

A correspond‘ent lnforms us that the
native ln.ﬁr of  the Peasimistieus Nic-:
 torfensis u*u the northeast corner, of |

80,

e

The eﬁnod!w Pb.clﬂc has let contracts

. on’ the Pralrle provinces. This act!vlty
- on the pa.rt of the pioneer compa.ny is-
axgniﬂca.nt of its expectnfion of tuture
buslness. Thls is Ca.na.da.’s growing
time. - f

.The suggestion is now made that
the collapse of the Quebec bridge,
whi¢h occurred in 1907, accompanied
by great loss of life, was dye to the
action ' of the dynamiting squad, at
whose doors so many atrocities have
| been lafd.

Unless his ‘honor  the Lieutenant-
Governor sees fit' to interpose his will.
‘sométhing ‘which we ‘should certainly
not expect from' so gallant a gentie-
man, ladies’ will shortly be able to

always that they can pass the neces-
'sary examinations. We think it can
be fairly said that thée admission of
women to.the practice of the law has
been ‘productive of good 'wherever it
_has been permitted.

A rather amusin_ story is told of the |
Minister of 'Hducdtiin i the new,
'French cabinet. 'When he went to his
office’ the mornlng after his appeint-
ment the chief clerk refused. to permit
him to enter. ' “Monsieur Steeg will
not see you,” he said, naming the for-

for he {s-not receiving this morning."”
It is also said that when Mr. Hammer-
steln opened his new coera’ house in
London. the doorkeeper refused ‘to let
him in because he had forgotten to

odder still was the plight in which the
President of Switzerland found himself
at a recent aviation meet: The gate-
keeper refused him admission, until a
newsboy exclaimed in' the Patois of the
canton: “Go on, you fool Dont vou
know he's the president”” Phe Tatter
part of the remark ‘was addressed to

toria, and never will return. In~the |

. soon, indeed, as we can get ready: for |

Better make' lt unanxnioug next. time,

: Fort and Broad sn-eets That m_ay be |}

‘%!4'4 ;

carch

light

AND SHOW UP TO THE PUBLIC GAZE THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN TRUE, GENUINE
MERIT AND REAL BARGAINS, WHICH WE CONTINUALLY OFFER, AND THE PHANTOM

BARGAINS OFFERED ELSEWHERE

3

Piece

Parlor
Suite

Mahogany Finished

Frame,

Seats Upholster-

ed in Tapestry. Price—

$32.00

R e French Tapestry Panels

JUST ARRIVED LARGE VARIETY OF SUBJECTS, SIZES AND SHAPES TO SELECT FROM,
b SEE THESE TODAY———EVERY ONE A BEAUTY AT A REASONABLE PRICE

and Go- ~arts Have Just Arrived

of the Celebrated “ Whltney ” Baby Carriages

Don L make any purchases m the Baby Carma ge or Go-Cart line till: you have seen this

great exmbmon
o VISIT OUR BALCONY TODAY—-—YOU RE WELCOME

. for the muqmg of aao m‘ll’eﬁ of:raflway | {

practice iaw in this provinee, provided |11

Jmer Minister. ‘“You need not insist; |/

""‘allty Towels at the Fairest of Prices

s s
ey

Towels are always in use and have hard usage in the bathroom LIt s

_ therefore advisable to buy towels of quality, the kind that wil
usually a_very small margin in price between the cheap towe

1 Tast There s
Is and the kind

we sell. Therefore get the best the satisfactory kind. Weller quality won’t dis-
appoint you, neither will the price. They’lL please you in use service and prlce.

A big stock from which to select.

WHITE TURKISH TOWELS WITH
FRINGED ENDS

Bize 20 x 40 at; per dozen ........83.75
VSize 22 x 44 at, per dozen ....... .$3.00

Size 21 x 45 at, per dozen ....... $375 :

Size 24 x 45 at, per. dozen ........$4.00

Size 25'x 50 at, per dozen $500 '

Size 28 x 54 at, per.dozen . .. $6. 00

BATH SHEETS
( Size 50 x 80 at; each - A
Size 72 x 72\at, each s et
HEMSTITCHED
sze 22 % 44 at,, per dozen

Here are a few examples.

Size 27x 88 at, each .

'BROWN TURKISH
FRINGED

Slze 22 X 45 at, per doz
Size 18 x 34, white or

Size 24 x 42, hemstit

€I vis ¢ 0ot g LIRS

Size 16 x 34 at, per dozen

s |

BLEACHED LINEN TURKISH
TOWELS WITH FRINGED
ENDS

cieiiii . ST.50

TOWELS WITH
ENDS

Size 18 x 40 at, per dozen ........$2.75
Size 17 x 36 at, per dozen ....... .$3.00

en ........$4.00

LINEN HUCKABACK TOWELS

-$2.25
red border .aty per
ched at,. per doz-

e e 50

ORDER YOUR GOODS BY MAIL PR
SEND FOR OUR 1912 CATALOGUE IT’S F REE

i

issue an invitation to himself. But |

the gatekeever - 4

THE STORE THATSAVES YOUu MONEY

Victoria’s . -
Ro;‘:ula; :
Home

Fum1shers

We Want to
Prove Our
Leadersfaip
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