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On the retirement of Dioeletian and Maxi-

minian, Constantius and Galerius assumed the
itle of Augustus, as the new constitution of.

.he state provided, the former retaiding su

remacy in the west and the latter in the easg
"¢ the Empire. These men were‘cast in very
iiferent -molds. Constantius was gentle and
inassuming, living a life of simplicity; Ga-
.rius was severe and hafighty, surrounding
. mself with all the magnificence of which the
1'ast was the home. Both men were person-
.\lv courageous and excellent soldiers. It be-
\me necessary to select two Caesars ,and ‘Con-
_antius, either from indifference or a desire to
.-0id discord, assented to the selection of both
¢ them by Galerius, who chose his nephew,
.‘lerwards known as Maximin, a youth of no
«perience, and Severus, who had occupied a
_.mewhat humble position in his court. The
.rer was given the government of Italy and.
‘iica; the former that of Egypt and Syria.
“.lerius retained as his own jurisdiction the
.vion between, Italy ‘and Syria, and thus,
Urer directly or indirectly, through his ap-
nointees, was supreme over three-fourths of
. Empire. Constantius was at this time in
+ health, and Galerius began to make ar-’
mgements for a successor to the throne of
©¢ west, his ambition being to make himself
"¢ absolute master of the whole realm,
At this time there appeared in the public
lic of the Empire a man, whose career marked

. epoch in the history of the world. Con- .

\antine was not the greatest of the Roman
mperors, perhaps, but he was a man of excep-
‘onal powers and certainly a Maker of His-
rv. He was born in the year'274. It is said
vy some writers that Britain was his birth-
slace, but others claim Greece as his native
‘und. There is doubt also as to the family
f his mother. It has been claimed that her
‘ather was a British king, but the weight of
wthority is to the effect that he was an inn-
teeper. When Constantius was made Caesar,
he divorced Constantine’s mother, and . the
vouth—he ‘was eighteen—was thus placed in
" position of great humiliation. He offered his
<ervices to Diocletian, instead of going west
vith the train of his father, and that emperor,
¢ho had a keen eye for merit, accepted them
Jladly. At this time Constantine was of tall
:nd athletic figure, handsome in countenance,
cxpert in’ athletic games and in .the use of
‘rms, gentlé in his manners, prudent in his
abits, and quite free from the vices of his day.
His popularity with the soldiers was great, and
Galerius, who had become Augustus, viewed
lis rapid promotion with jealousy. When
news of this came to the ears of ‘Constantius, he
sent an urgent message to his son, asking him

to join him in the West. On one pretext.or-.

another Galerius delayed his departure, ‘but
the young man finally escaped from the palace
of Nicomedia by night and by forced journeys
reached the coast of Gaul as his father was
leaving for Britain to head .an expedition
against the Picts. The expedition was success-
iul, but was followed by the death of Con-
stantius, which occurred in 306. He had been
Augustus for fifteen months previous to his
death, and the soldiers, after some deliberation,
acclaimed Constantine as Emperor and Augus-
tus. Galerius was at first minded to reject the
action of the army in Britain, but on consider-
ation decided to recognize it, but to reduce
Constantine’s rank from that of Augustus to
that of Caesar, a decision quite in keeping
with the constitution prescribed by Diocletian.
Constantine had too large a mind to permit a
mere matter of title to stand in the way of his
progress, and he accepted the lessening of his
rank without complaint, acknowledged Sev-
crus as the new Augustus, and set himself to
the task of strengthening himself in the esteem
f the people over whom he ruled. The char-
acter of Constantine was well displayed in the
treatment which he accorded to’'the children of
Constantius by his second wife. A man of less
exalted instincts might have revenged upon
them the indignity done by Constantine to his
mother, but. Constantine treated the children
with every possible ‘consideration, and al-
though they never received princely honors, he
provided for them so that they were able to
live in affluence and dignity.

The cost of maintaining four courts was
very burdensome to the people of the Em-
pire. Previous to-the time of Diocletian there
had been only one imperial court, and all the
provinces contributed-to its maintenance ;. but
with great establishments to maintain in so
many places, the tribute that had been paid
to Rome by the other parts of the Empire was
discontinued. = The people of Italy had long
heen free of taxes, and when Galerius ordered
that a census should be taken and that every
one should make a statement of his property,
there was profound discontent, which was all
the greater, when it was found that torture was
resorted to in order to compel people to make
a full statement of their possessions. For five
-enturies the people of Italy had contributed
nothing to the Imperial exchequer, and the
thought that an obscure peasant, who disdained
to set foot in Rome, should assume the right
10 compel them to maintain his state in a dis-
tant province was more than they could bear.
I'he discontent found expression in-rebellion,
and Maxentius, son of the Emperor Maxi-
minian, was elevated to the throne of Italy.
\laximinian, who never willingly abstained
from the assertion of his power, and who re-
tired from office only because he was com-~
pelled to do so by the overshadowing influ-
ence of Diocletian, thought the time ‘was. ripe
for his emergence from retirement, and so he

again assumed the purple an&*chu% imself 4
.’ Rome had

to be proclaimed Augustu’&,d{?%

| who were :

q_!éiiia!’i&f the idea

e and the same time five rulers.cl

al tank, namely; Galerius and Severus,
ho - - constitutionally Augusti; Maxi-
minian, who had- proclaimed himselfi Augus-
tus; Constantine, who was Caesar, and Maxen-

- tius, who was also Caesar. » Severus undeftook
 the task pf overthrowing Maximinian but he
- reckoned .without that old yet able s,old,ier.

After a short but vigorous campaign, he was
taken prisoner and conducted to Rome, where
he was given his choice of death, and selected

the painless one of opening his veins.  Severus

was a good administratof and a fairly able sol-
dier. His weakness was a love of pleasure,
which does not seem to have been marked by
cruelty, as was usually the case in those days.

Maximinian was not content with this sac-
cess. He was a man of great vigor, and, no
sooner had order been restored in Italy than
he set out for Gaul, his_determination being
to strengthen his position as Augustus by an

alliance with Constantine. -He found that ‘f

prince very willing to enter into his plans, and
perhaps the more so since Maximinian offered
him his beautiful daughter Fausta as his wife.

- The marriage took place at Arles in 307, when
“ Constantine was thirty-three, and the fact that

he had remained single to such an age shows
his character in a notable light, for it was the
custom of the princes of that time to marry
early, and in most cases often. Constantine
now began to prepare himself for the struggle
that he had long anticipated. “The innkeeper’s
grandson aimed at nothing less than the do-
minion of the world, and his alliance with the
family of Maxithiniah ® greatly strengthened
his hands. ’
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ORIGIN OF EVIL

Last Sunday:an effort was made on this
page to give some idea of the nature of wrong-
doing considered from:the standpoint of hu-
man relations, It was pointed out that the
logical, or philosophical, deduction from the
necessity of providing for self-preservation and
racial preservation was that we should learn
to do as we would be done by, and that in' the
Golden Rule, as laid down by Jesus, we have
the very consummation of wisdom:: ‘It may
not be amiss to consider for a little while the
origin of wrong-doing. Many persons are sin-
cerely of the opinion that men do wrong be-
cause they are influenced to do so6 by a being,
who is omnipresent, omnicient and all but om-
nipotent, and is engaged in ceaseless warfare
with the Creator. For this there is no warrant
outside of poetry, although some of the poetry
is doubtless very ancient. There is a disposi-
tion among men to believe that, as darkness is
the opposite of light, silence the opposite of
sound, weakness the opposite of strength, evil

- the opposite of good, there must be some be-

ing working for wrong in.opposition to the

. Divine power which works:for good. Hence

the hypothesis of Satan, bf whose existence so
many people are so profoundly convinced, that
it is surprising they do not add to their creed
a statement that they believe in him. There
is no need for such an hypothesis.

“Man'is of the earth earthy,” said the Apos-
tle, although he prefaced the statement with
the words “the first.’ ’ In this fact we find the
origin of evil. The source of evil is in our-
selves. We do wrong because the actual or
cultivated needs of our physical natures impel
us to violate the rights of others. If man was
ever perfect, he was content with what was his
own. He fell the moment he began to desire
what was some one else’s, and we do no vio-
lence to the teachings of philosophy or religion
if we suppose the first illustration of selfish-
ness was prompted by the cravings of man’s
physical nature. Let your imagination carry
you back to the early days of human history as
disclosed by geology. Life was then a per-
petual struggle to keep alive. If you choose
to believe that previous to this period man
lived in Edenic conditions, when there was no
such thing as wrong-doing, you have not only
sacred tradition to. support your belief, but
geology shows that such a state of things may
easily have been possible. But let us con-
fine ourselves. to things of which there is in-
controvertible evidence, evidence that every
one miist accept whatever his religious belief
may be or if he has no religious belief at all.
This evidence shows that there was a time. in
the history of mankind when every consider-
ation had to give place to the all-important one
of keeping alive: Then might became right;
the weakest went to the wall; the fittest sur-
vived. The Cains slew the Abels. There was
not enough for all, and the life of a man was as
nothing to one who desired to have what the
other possessed.. This is no fancy picture.
This -is ‘exactly how things must have been
when men lived in caves and fought with the
mammoth and the cave-bear. In this condi-
tion of life we find the foundation of hu-
man practices and of human society, and we
may well believe that absolute disregard of
the rights of others continued as long as the
physical condition of the earth remained un-
ameliorated. When it became easier to keep
alive the incentive to deprive others of what
kept them alive became less compelling, and
the better nature of man began to assert it-
self. We must not lose sight of the fact that
man’s nature is dual, and that what we call
wrong, that is, the things which the Ten
Commandments prohibit,-and against the do-
ing of which we make laws, are physical acts,

. that is, they are things which are prompted
by the actual or ciltivated wants of our physi-:
cBtheing. o U i R o e b

| But some ma Aik if this does not imply a-

that wrong-doing is a vie-

n of Divinelaw, . By no means. “A-new

give I(unto, you, that ye love

g | one another.”
that. before it w

e iijéarﬂj;

‘any obligation. 1
‘the sense that it d
‘were hot. mere
verything that is di ;
‘of the rights of others is contrary to this law.
You may ask how it was possible for men to
observe this Divine law under: the conditions
described above.
Even in these days, when we are all iree,
theoretically at least;*to enjoy life liberty and

“attention to duties that

v

the pursuit of happiness, and there is, or might
be, abundance for us all, we know how the i

voice of our physical nature will drown that of
conscience, and love for their children will
prompt men to do what their consciences tell
them is wrong and the law of man declares to
be a crime.” But the days of the cave-dwellers
have passed; the priwations bf the Ice-Age
have disappeared. ~’Lhe/ spiritial side of our
natures has freer scope, and’in the case of
most of us absolutély free scope. Necessity,
-which is s3id tovknow, no law; no longer has
any real jurisdiction oyer mostof us. We can
do right if we wish to.do right. Our wrong-
doing is delibérate, and therefore we cannot
complain’ if. we find ©urselves under condem-
nation, Human ideas of justice, of the dis-
tinction between right .and ‘wrong, are of no
avail when we seek to characterize the con-
duct of those to whom Nature in bygone years
made the burden of living. almest too-heavy to
be borne, and te whom ‘the: wrongs of our
modern social system make life little else than
a curse. This thought makes.it seem that if
there must of necessity be somewhere a Foun-

tain of Divine Justice, as if there must be an

era or a place, where all that seems humanly
wrong will be made right, as if there must be
somehow a means provided for salvation from
thesins of the world. ;
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TALES OF ANCIENT CiVILIZATION
Egypt—VII,
Queen Hatshopsitu, and the V oyage to Find
the “Ladders of Incense”

The old legend which relatés to the miracu-
lous birth of thissleng-ago quéen tells of how
her:mother was. visited® once in the night by
the .great ‘god Amon, ‘who descended from
heaven in a cloud of perfime and flowers, and
the result ofithe god ghus*hororing his hand-
maiden was the birth-6f Hatshepsitu, a daugh-
ter, petfect in form ang feature; and of a great

_courage and ‘wisdom, . The pictures on the
equeen’s. tomb. tell us*#he story of the child’s
birth ' inteushesworld, of how fer mother was
atterided ‘by a troop~of; ministering heavenly
spirits during her travail, afid: the c¢hild was
born amid great rejoicing, They show also
her earthly father presenfing his infant to the
nobles, declaringito them thag she will reign
over Egypt and the weorld. The Theban monu-
ments represent ithe“¢hild grewn to woman-
hood, retaining stif] ‘the perfection of feature,
but disguised #s far as possible to look like a
man, “with nncovered shoulders—wearing the
short loin-cloth and the keffishy while the dia-
dem rests on her closely-cut hair, and the false
beard depends ‘from*iter chin” Whether in
reality Hatshopsitu ever appeared in this guise
or not is a matter-ofidoubt,; the monuments
were made ‘during hér lifetime with the idea
probably of deceivig posterity into believing
them a true represenfdation, for men were ac-
corded higher honors than women, in death as
well as in life. :

However that may have been, Hatshopsitu
was married while still very young to her
brother Thutmosis, by whom she had several
daughters. Thutmosis was her junior, and
when' his father died, though he inherited the
kingly office, his wife was the real head of the
state, and governed -Egypt with a firm hand.
Under her the country flourished, and build-
ing was 'done on<a very large scale. One great
monument in particular remains still a thing
ot wonderful beauty. It was that which she
erected to her father' Amon, and thus she de-
scribes it: “. . ., As I sat in the palace and

thought upon him who created me, my heart '

prompted me to raise to him twou obelisks of
electrum, whose. ‘apices should pierce the
firmaments, before the noble gateway which is
between 'the two great pylons"of the King
Thutmosis I. .. . ..@nd the single block of
granite has been cut'without let or obstacle, at
the desire of My Majesty, between the first
of the second month of Pirit of the Vth year,
and-the 3oth of the fourth moon of Shomu of
the VIth year, which makes seven months
from the day when they began to quarry it.”
One of thése obelisks is standing today amid
the ruins of Karnak, graceful in outline and
covered with a variety of beautiful figures as
perfect as it was in those long-gone years
when the queen and her brother looked proud-
ly upon it. g s

When Thutmosis II. died, Queen Hatshop-
situ reigned alone, and it was after the com-
pletion of the great monument that Amon en-
joined a difficult task to be done in his honor.
For the services in the temple aromatic gums
were used in the making of incense, and these
gums were brought from a great distance by
slow transport, and must of necessity pass
through “impure” hands. The most highly-
prized of the gums was that obtained ffom the
incense sycamore, which was brought across
Africa, and which was supposed to lose much
of:its virtue in transit. Hundreds of years be-
fore Hatshopsitu’s time there had been friend-
ly intercourse between the Egyptians and the
people of- those aromatic regions, but now
“None climbed the ‘ladders of incense,’ none
’o{éthe"i,E tians; they knew of them from

m the stories of people of ancient

o

new ‘not in the sense |
ered men; were not 1under -
the law of love, but in .

- negative,. but  positive. .
ictated by selfish disregard |

Perhaps it was impossible.

‘*‘i_ime_s, for these products were brought to the
_kings of the Delta, thy fathers, to one or
sother of them, from the times 6f thy ancestors
“ the kings of the Said, who lived of yore.”

" One day Hatshopsitu had gone to the tem-

te to offer prayers; ‘‘her supplications rose up
‘before the throne of the Lord of Karnak, and
-a command was heard in the sanctuary, a be-

- hest of the god himself, that the ways which

led to Puanit should be explored, and that the

roads to the “Ladders of Incense” should be

_trodden. Tt should be explained that the wodl
“Ladders” has not the meaning which we give
it; it -is employed in the ‘text td signify

- “Khatiu,” meaning a country laid out.in ter-

races.

Nothing was known of Puanit except that it
lay to the south or to the extreme east, “that
from thence many of the gods had come into
Egypt. while from out of it the sun rose every

_morning.”. Amen described it as a place of de-
‘light, and of his own creation. He commanded
that ships should be at pnce despatched to
this faraway coast and “laden joyfully with

living incense trees and with all the products

af. the earth.” i

So the voyage of exploration’ was begun.
Hatshopsitu chose five “well-built galleys; and
manned them with picked crews. She caused
them to be laden with such fuerchandise as
would be most attractive to the barbarians,
and placing the vessels under the command of
a royal envoy, she sent them forth upon the
Red Sea in quest of the incense.”

The expedition was in every way success-
ful, and after many weeks reached the Land
of Perfumes on the Somali coast. Their
meeting with the natives, their parleying, the
giving of bright beads and ornaments covered
with gold, of dyed linens and polished weap-
ons; the natives’ naive delight, their merry hos-
pitality, all find a parallel in many stories of
‘adventure. “Have you come down by way of
the sky?” asked the simple people, “or have
you sailed on the waters of the Tonutir Sea?
You have followed the path of the sun, for as
the king of the land of Egypt, it is not possible
to elude him, and we live—ourselves by the
breath he gives us.” A {

The rest of the story must wait for another
chapter.

0

THE VEGETABLE KINGDOM
. IL
In the previous article brief reference was
made to the reproductive power of vegetation.
This is'a quality which absolutely- differenti-
ates that kingdom from the kingdom of min-
erals. . A nugget of gold may exist for an in-

definite period. The Sun-may shine upon it -

for a million years, the rain may fall’upon it,
summer and winter may-come and. go, but it
remains the same, except that it may.be worn
by the action of the rain and the winds: Plant
a nugget of gold and it will never produce an-
other of its kind. 'The smallest lichen can do
what thé mountain cannot do, It can grow; it
can reproduce its kind. Here we are confront-
ed with a barrier which Nature has placed in
the pathway of Science, and on which She has
inscribed: *““Hitherto shalt thou come and no-

further, and here shall thy proud 'steps be’

stayed.” 'There .is-no use in your going to
your books to discover the source of this pow-
er of reproduction. It is not told in any book
of science. In these days, when Science has
moved forward a little on timid feet, and free
thought has gone romping on ahead of it
towards all manner of conclusions; it may be
well to’ mention that all the wisdom of all the
learned men that ever lived has not progressed
a hair’s breadth beyond the writer of the First
Chapter of Genesis, who wrote: “And God
said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb
yielding seed after its kind, and the fruit tree
yielding fruit, whose seed is in itself upon

the earth, and it was so.” If you do not accept’

this explanation of the origin of vegetable life.

you will have to do without any, for there isno. |

other. : :

No one seriously claims that plants have in-
telligence, although some of them do things,
which seem to indicate the possession of 4
property akin to it. ‘One of the most remark-
able and at the same time most useful of these
properties is in connection with reproduction.

Take, for example, three very important arti- .

cles of food, wheat, Indian corn and potatoes.
These plants are of tropical origin, but they
reach perfection in the Temperate Zone and
in a latitude, where there is always an element
of doubt as to whether they will attain it
What is perfection in a plant? It is its ability
to reproduce its kind. A plant has not fully
performed its functions until it has provided
for a new generation ; and here is the remark-
able, fact to which reference is made above.
When the conditions under which reproduction

/is easy and certain, the plant produces little

seed; where they are difficult it produces

. more. Wheat will grow luxuriantly in Louis-

iana, but a stalk of wheat will carry more

. grains in the Peace River than in the Gulf
State. The corn states of the American Union

are not the natural habitat of that grain, but
they produce it in its best type. Our northern
_potatoes are infinitely superior to those grown
in lands where the potato is indigenous. So
also is the case of the apple. Its origin was in
southeastern Furope and southwestern Asia;
but the finest apples produced in those mild
latitudes cannot be compared with the product
of British Columbia, grown where at times the
winter temperature is very low. It is true fhat
cultivation and selection has had much t
with the superior excellence of northern gra
tubers and fruits, but the fact femains that the
impelling instinct of repr ‘which every
plant possesses, is the dominating factor in

“its absurd rules of procedure, then let

bringing about this increas

" A notable thing about.plang/li
to overcome the laws of gravitation
as a general rule build upwards.
ceptions, it is true. The lower

o ot
table life grow laterally. The Ilittle
“growth which we see on water and is knk

_ as water slime is a plant, and it grows later
~ally; so do the lichens on the rocks; but nearly

all _vegetation raises itself above the ground. =
This tendency is so strong that it seems almost
resistless. A mushroom is a very frail~etruc-

ture, but in its effort to get upward, if only for

a short day’s life, it will lift up and push aside

clods of earth.  There has been more than one

instance in Victoria, where the ability of a frail.

plant to force concrete out of place has been

demonstrated. "The roots of a tree will throw
great buildings out of perpendicular. What
-we call “the gnawing of time,” the destroying
factor in the case of ancient structures, is often

_ vegetation. Plants demand room to grow, and .

_while it is true that in their growth they fél-

low the line of least resistance, the tendency

.is to grow away from the centre of the earth,

although in order to do so, they send part of
their growth deep into the soil to give them-
selves a secure foothold. The structure of

, some plants is so substantial that they retain

their erect position even though their life prin-
ciple has gone; in other instances it 'is the
plant-life that seems to keep them erect. We
all know this, although we all may not have
thought much about it. - A day or two ago two
plants of the same kind were brought in from
the garden One stands erect; the other has
drooped. Chemical analysis could not find in
one anything that is not in the other. But
something has gone out of one, and we say
the plant is dead. What was that something?
Tt could not be seen or weighed or measured;
bit it was as real as the mountain peaks across
the Strait. This is one bf Nature’s insolvable
riddles. :

)
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SMASH FOREIGN OFFICE SECRECY.

There is a growing feeling against the One
Man control of the Foreign Office and the
secrecy of that Man and his refusal to inform
the House of Commons, whose servant he is,
of what is going on behind the Foreign Office
doors.

That great financial paper, the Economist,
says that “Sir Edward Grey would do better
for the country if he took it more into his con-
fidence. - His failurés, we think, have been
largely due to a well intentioned but ill-con-
cealed reticence, and his good deeds would
have borne more fruit if the House of Com-
‘mons had been-allowed, as it were, to partici-
pate. A one-man policy lacks strength, and
secrecy is no guarantee of success. More-
over the penalty of secrecy is a.constant leak-
age of secrets, along with mischievous whis-

ers, rumors, and false reports.”

“Both the Prime Minister and the Foreign
Secretary were questioned from the Liberal
and Tory benches on the tragic events in Tri-
poli,” says the Nation. “The tone of both
Ministers was peremptory, and we greatly re-
gret that perfectly proper and urgent ques-
tions concerning not merely foreign policy, Lut
common humanity and the decent conduct of
war, which the Government is pledgeéd under
the Hague Convention to uphold, should be
answered in this fashion. = It becomes the ur-
gent duty of the Liberal Party to call for a
prompt discussion of the foreign policy oi the
Gavernment.”

The Star makes a very vigorous protest.

“The two Front Benches,” it says, “work
together in concert and complicity in order to
remove the conduct of Foreign Affairs from
the knowledge and control of the House of
Commons. Far different was it in the days of
Disraeli and Gladstone. Then the Commons
were free. Then Glalistone, aflame with in-
dignation over the Bulgarian horrors, was able
not only to cross examine Disraeli but to
move a series of resolutions which threw a
blaze of publicity on the facts. «

“T'oday the position is analogous, but Italy
is.in the dock, and the horrors in quéstion are
Italian horrors. Sir Edward Grey, however,
is able ‘to stifle all questions and all ctiti-
cisms:  Unlike Disraeli he has not to face
the House of Commons, for the House of
Commons as an effective -organ of criticism
no longer exists. ’

“The only watch dog that is not muzzled
is the Press. It is the stern duty of the
Liberal Press to do what ought to be done
on the floor of the House, and to say plainly
what ought to be said-there. The secrecy of
the Foreign Office must be smashed, and the
House of Commons: must regain its liberty.
If it cannot regain its liberty without break-
the
rules be broken. Are ‘there not ten .or
twenty: Radicals who will do this? For'it
must be done sooner or later. :

“Consider ‘the pass to’ which this secrecy
has brought us. ~ Sir Francis Lascelles, who,/
for thirteen years was our Ambassador af
Berlin, declared yesterday (Nov. 2) at the
Mansion House (where men can actualls
use their tongues) that never in his experi-
ence had England been more furiously hat-
ed throughout the length and breadth of
Germany than she is at the present moment.
This is the work of our secret Foreign pol-
icy. 'The Liberal Party are not going to
stand it any longer. They must have the
facts out about Germany, and they must
take control and see whether the awful devil-
ry which is leading us towards war with =
Germany canniot be exorcised once and for
all.  There is no cause for enmity betwean

‘Germany and England.”.
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