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Agents To
Mr.d. H. Hyde

Almost Unanimous Requést That
Vice - President Step
Down.

Request Is Termed *“‘Imperti-
nent Extraordinary and Most
Pr« posterous

Governor Higgins Is to 'Be
Asked to Further Mutualiz-
ation,

EW YORK, April 19.—After a pro-
tracted session behind closed
doors, the agents of the Equit-
able Life Assurance Society,

who are meeting here, today adopted a
resolution calling upon Vice-President
J. H. Hyde to resign his pesition with
the organization; and appointing a
committee of five from their number to
call upon Mr. Hyde and present their
demand. When the meeting of the
agents was adjourned tonight this com-
mittee had net called uj Mr. Hyde,
nor had it reperted. the members
have bound themselves to secrecy, and
while no definite information was
given out, current talk had it that the
resolution had been mailed to Mr. Hyde
without comments. :

The agents went into. session at 11
a. m., and it was 3 p. m. before a re-
cess was taken for lunch. During this
period there was a warm debate over
the Hyde resolution and its construc-
tion. This resolutien the secretary of
the agents would met give out until
notified by the committee of five that
a copy had been served on Mr. Hyde.

When the recess was taken, Mr: Hyde
was informed that the committee of
agents would reach his office at 4
o'clock. He awalited its arrival in com-
pany with his personal counsel. At
5:30 the .committee had not appeared,
and Mr. Hyde, with his counsel, de-
parted.

Declines to Step Down
Mr. Hyde said: “I have not geen the

Merely “ 8peculation.”

Montreal, Que,, April 19.—Re-
ferring to a report from Victoria,
B. €, that Kaien Island has been
chosen as the Pacific terminal of
the Grand Trunk Pacific, Gen
Manager rse n{. ‘that
«company ‘is not yet in a position
to make any announcement re-'
garding ‘the selection of the Pa-.
cific terminal. All that has re-
cently been said and printed in
this connection is purely specu-
lative and largely . inspired
reslty dealers. =
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committee and -1 lowe e : s the-
resolutions, buat e j%&‘{"
MOSL | .

pertinent, extraordinaryy L P
posterous. I havé no-intention re-
signing.”’ ¢ r

It is said that all but seventeen
agents had voted to request Mr. Hyde's
resignation and in support of Mr.
Alexander; the number voting for the
resolution is said to have been 193.

At 4:30 p. m. the agents again met
and adepted this resolution :

“Whereas it has been persistently
suggested in the public prints that the
agents are far mutualization, or they
seek to aocquire full or partial control
of the seciety by securing proxies;
therefore be it reselved, that we, the
general agents of the society, in con-
vention assembled, hereby declare that
we do not ask, mer will we seek, for
ourselves for any part of the control
of the Equitable, but te demand that,’
through the pelicy-holders, this shall be
S0 vested as to cemserve best their in-
terests, without the eenfidence of whom
we cannet exist in this business.”

Mutualization the W atchwond

Permanent organization was effect-
ed and a committee was elected fo go
to Albany Friday to petition State
Superintendent of gasurance Hendricks
and Governor Higgins te urge mutuali-
zation of the Equitable

Second Vice-President Tarbell issued
a statement today made by Mr.
Knowles, formerly superintendent of
agencies for the BEquitable, im which Mr.
Knowles said that Mr, Tarbell was at
the bottom of the Equitable troubles,
and that he had entered into & compaet
to oust Vice-President Hyde and suc-
ceed President Alexander when u'ae
head of the soeciety resigned.

When asked what he had to say with
reference to Mr. Knowles’ statement,
Mr. Tarbell was highly indignant. He
said: “I never entered into any eompact
such as he speaks of. There never was
any question about Mr. Alexander re-
signing the presidency.”

Mr. Choate Retained

New Yeork, April 19.—The Times to-
morrow will say: “James H. Hyde, it
was learned yesterday, has retained
Joseph Choate, the returning ambassa-
dor to England, as one of his legal ad-
Visers in the KEquitable controversy.
The negotiations were.closed by cable
on Monday and Mr. Choate, on his re-
turn to this country about the first of
June, will, it is understood, take an ac-
tive part in the Hyde campaign. Mr.
Choate, however, wili .ut appear in the
court proceedings that may then be in
brogress, and those who are aware of
his plans say he will not resume prac-
tice here as an advocate.”

MUCH DEPENDS ON TOGO.
. London, April 20.—The British public
s beginning to realize how much de-
s on Togo’s skilful conduct of the
‘oaching naval contest. Until Ad-
al Rojestvensky actually arrived in
¢ Straits of Malacea there was a dis-
wition to ridicule the efforts of the
ussian squadron, but now that there
€en to be a growing likelihood of
¢-Admiral Nebogatoff joining Ro-
vensky before the fateful struggie
“ns, lukewarm interest is deepening
» anxiety.
ccording to one Tokio correspon-
2 momentous war conference,
!ng five hours, was held there on
vednesday, attended by the elder
tesmen, the premier and his min-
€rs Other Tokio correspondents
that Japan has addressed a pro-
to France on the Russian squad-
presence in Kamranh Bay, but
! France has not yet replied. The
Telegraph’s - correspondent de-
€s that a Japanese fleet is ready to
for Kamranh Bay.

—_—

sin of not bowing down to Sir
d Laurier is @ very grave one in
1 nowadays. Hence the abuse

' 15 being devoted to the members of

Manitoba Government.

| encourace HomE NDUSTRY.

A movement is on foet in thecity’
having 'in view the encouragement of
local industry. For sot 'Urﬁ‘ it has
been felt that one of the elements of
success in promioting Home manufac-
tures was home consumption. Every
dollar of money spent in the town in
purchasing what is magde in the town
is a dollar which goes towards build-
ing Victoria up. Every dollar which
goes out of town is a dollar lost to Vic-
toria. Every man’s money is his own
and he has a right to do with it as
he pleases. We have no right find
fault with him if he sends it to E#itemm
Canada, Great Britain or the ymited
States for his goods. It is all a"ques-

Victoria prosper and how much he is
personally interested in its future. A
great many persons, however, have
been used to consulting their personal
tastes and have not considered how
their sending out of town for or buy-
ing foreign goods affected the business
of the city. It may not have occurred
to them that the same goods are manu-
factured at home and that to buy home
goods would assist in bringiag money
back into their own pocket, for after
all it resolves itself into & question ot
commercial selfishness. .= There
scarcely any person who comes to
think of it but will find that a policy
of encouraging home industry will in-
dividually benefit himself. TUnless a
man is living absolutely on an income
derived from foreign sources, and does
not want to invest any money in the
city, he must be affected by the pre-
vailing industrial conditions. If a man
has his money invested in property, he
will find more customers to rent or
purchase it if the producing class is
prosperous. If he be a merchant, he
has more demand for his goods; if a
manufacturer, a better market at home.
If a laborer, a mechanic, a clerk, an
accountant, there is more demand for
services which he can give, and so it
goes around the whole circle, It is the
five-cent fares, which, in the great ag-
gregate, make the dividenids for the
Electric Railway Company. - It is -the
dollars spent by our citizens that build
up home. industries. Canada First re-
marks : b
“Slowly, perhaps, but surely, is.the
conviction growing in the minds of
Canadians that they owe it as a dity
not only to their country but to them-
seélves, to prefer home- products
and home-grown institutions,' when-
ever they can logically do so. Senti-
ment draws them along: this line—the
sentiment for standing up Sor el
low-countrymen’s skill and ty. Bul
more even than sentimemt is-the cen-
viction, derived from both: ohservation
and experience, that by building up
their neighbors they are building up
themselves. It appeals to them as a
business proposition, the fact that the
further awdy one sends his money, the
lor&ger ‘Journey }: has te a 1 3.
order to return home. d conversely!
So it comes about thm\nn a con-
tract is awarded, it is wsually (not al-
ways, alas!) to a local or, at any rate,
a Canadian firm; that , it is not |
unsafe to say, 1s more than Hkely fo
terial required for
‘very centract,

—

“THE MORTGAGE ON THE BRAIN

of Vincent Harper’s novel, “The Mort-
gage on the Brain,” to understand why
the book was a success—it is o different!
Different indeed is this singular story
from the deluge of mowels which flood
]the counters of the boeksellers. Here
we have no so-called “historical” novel
with its swashbuckler heroes wading in
gore, and its thrilling “sitwations” and
| impossible characters. Wor have we in
’Mr, Harper’s absorbing book the tire-
some story of ‘“society” pepele exchang-
ing smart epigrams over their mere or
less nasty dinner tables. But we have
a story which grips the imagination and
holds the interest to the very last sen-
tence—long after the last semtence has
been read, in fact. Jn a pe
straightforward :and simple, and, there-
fore, convincing, way, Mr. Harper’s hero
| ——2 young medical man in London—tells
the startling tale, and so naturally do the
characters live and move and have their
being in these pages, so emoothly devel-
oped is the ever-increasing dramatic in-
terest of the plot,‘and so easily does one
situation grow out of the preceding one,
that one reads on and on and finally
lays down the book with a feeling of
wonder at the skill which has succeeded
in giving to a simply staggoerine theory
of human life the subtle plavsibility that
makes one take seriously se¢ revolution-
ary a hypothesis. Doubless the “unce
guid” will object to the book on the
ground that it advances a view of moral
responsibility that is certainly a bit up-
setting, but it will be easier for these
moralizing critics to denounce than to re-
fute the bold theories of Mr. Harper's
audacious young man. Whatever may
or may not be the final judgment on
“The Mortgage on the Brain,” Vincent
Harper has achieved at least this: He
has written a novel that compels notice
and that elicits either enthusiastic praise
or bitter attack. This means, of conrse,
that Mr. Harper's book is assured of
financial success, for it is a book that
must and will be talked about.  Every-
body will have to read it—in order to
take part in the merry war which it is
already creating all over.the country.

It piques the imagination in the same
way that “Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde”
does, and “The Masquerader,” but its
philosophy strikes ‘deeper and its note is
far bolder. “The Mortgage on the Brain”
is a strong book. If Vincent Harper
never writes another work, he has taken
Lis place among the successful novelists
with “The Mortgage on the Brain.” Bat
he will write more. In between the
busy hours given to his short stories he
is even now chiseling out the lines of a
compelling presentation of the warring
layers of present day society. The story
is called “The Crusts,” and gives the ob-
verse of the slfield which makes possible
the luxurious life of the millionaire-mer-
ger. The sweatshop chapters of “The
Crusts” are given with the bold strokes
of a Tolstoi or a Maxim Gorki.

AGNES DEANS CAMERON.

PROFESSOR ODLUM

Surprises His Friends by Getting Mar-
ried in the East.

It will be a surprise to many people
in Vancouver to learn that Prof. E.
Odlum, ex-alderman of that city, and
Miss Tillie ‘Thomas, a young lady of
23 years, and a daughter of Mrs.
Thomas of Cordova street east, were
united in marriage in Toronto on the
12th inst. The nuptial knot was tied
by Chancellor Burwash of Victoria
University. Prof. and Mrs. Odlum have
left on an extended honeymoon tour in
Furope, and are not expected to re-
turn to Vancouver till the fall, where
they will probably. také up their resi-
dence at Grand View. The pProfessor's
many friends will wish him all happt-
ness in his married life.

tion of how much a man desires to see |
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Prospect of a Decisive Naval
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Japanese [Irritation Agalast
Fiauce for Displaylag Pro-
Russlan Friendship.

8¢. Peti rsb rg Authorities Assert
Confidence in Rojestvensky’s
 Superlority.,

the second ' Paeific

. squadron continues the occupa-
tion of Kamranh Bay, or some- other
port of ‘Annam, where it is expected to
remain until joined by the third Rus-
sian Pacific squadron. The report that
Admiral Rojestvensky is maintaining a
patrol and examining neutral ships off
Kamranh Bay increases the irritation
toward France for permitting the use
of that port as a base of operations.
The Japanese government continues si-
lent regarding the representations on
the subject which have been made to
France. The press continues, however,
its agitation against France, demanding
vigorous action.

'An official report from the Manchur-
ian headquarters says: “A Japanése
force advamced toward Tunghus, fifty
miles east of ng, and occupied
that place on April 15; the enemy re-
treated to the morth.” ~

Admiralty Unadvised

St. Petersburg, April 19.—The keen-
est interest is manifested in the de-
spatches reférring to the Russian
squadron, but the admiralty claims to
be as much in the dark as the public
regarding the plans of the admiral. The
report that part of the squadron was
sighted off Hongkong is not credited
here, however. The main question now
is whether Rojestvensky will proceed
nerth through the Straits of Formosa
or bear off into the Pacific through
Bashi Channel (south of the Island of
Formosa), or Balintang Channel (north
of the Island of Luzon). The convic-
tion is growing stronger that the Japa-|

«cloge to the shores of Japan, and it is
also believed that Admiral Togo will
decline to give battle in the open sea.’
This is what the admiralty officials
‘hope for, as it sincerely believes Rojest-.
‘vensky would have more than an even.
chance if the two squadrons lined up in

confirmation of the reported cutting of

and the Chinese mainland, at Foochow.
i Few Transports “oviq 4n

Winkow, April 17, via Tientsin, April
'19.—~Few transports ] -

have already been made along the Ja-
panese lines of communication, assur-
‘ng full supplies to the armies in the
field, even if the transport service is
pted. } >
: ~ Will Visit Japan - :
‘Washington, D. C., April 19.—United
Stateg Secretary of War Taft has con-
cluded to Visit Tokio on ‘the oecasion
of his. Philippine trip, and pay his re-
spects to the Japanese foreign office of-
ficials. The details of the Japanese
visit have not yet been arranged.

g —— e
TO INCLUDE BELLINGHAM.

Plan for Extansion-—of C. P. R. Steam-
ship Service. -

*'A plan is being considered by the offi-
clalg, of the Canadian Pacific railway to
make Bellingham a port of call for the
steamship Princess Vietoria, which will
operate - between. Victoria, Vancouver and
Seattle about, the middle of May. says the
Vancouver World. With a slight change
in the arrangement of the schedule Belling-
ham coeuld be imcluded in the route both
to and from the British Columbia -cities.
The Princess, of course, could mnot carry
passengers frem Seattle to Bellinghiam, nor
from Bellmgham to Seattle, but it could
land them there from' Victoria or Vancou-
ver, or pick them up there for those ports.
. C. ‘Cellims, travelimg ‘passenger agent
of the Caandian Pacific, and A. J. Cambie,
travellng freight agent of the same line,
were In Bellingham last week for the pur-
Pose of looking into this 'and other matters
that are being eomsidered by the company
In connection ‘'with that seetion.

“A plan to Include Bellingham on the
run of the Princess Victoria is being con-
sidered,” said Mr. Collins, in the course of
an interview at Bellingham, “‘and may be
carried out if we find the business in the
field will warrant the venture. We have
a model of the vessel fourteen feet long,
which cost $9,000 to build. This model
will be placed on exhibitfen in this- city,
and If we find that the demand for a bet-
ter steamer service is suffisient, the ven-
ture will be given a trial. ‘The Princess
Victoria is the finest passenger boat oper- |
ated on the Sound. She s capable of mak-
ing twenty-six miles an hour. -In the mat-
ter of accommodation, the.vessel is -a float-
ing palace.” ,
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JAMES J. HILL'S PROJECTS ;
For Tappin~ the Similkameen Take
Definite Form.

L. W. Shatford, M. P. P., returned
yesterday afternoon frem Seattle, anl
reports that while at the Sound city
he had a conversation with J. D. Far-
rell, executive agent of the Great Nor-
thern Railway Co., respecting James
J. Hill’s plans for building into the Sim-
ilkameen.

Mr. Farrell informed him thdt he un-
derstood contracts had already been let
for the line from Oreville, Wash., to
Hedley, a distance of 50 miles. It is
expected that construction will be com-
pleted this year from Midway or Repub-
lic to Hedley, the alternative routes be-
ing under consideration in order that the
one offering the easiest grades may be
chosen. .
 The completion of the line to tne point
mentioned this year means that transpor-
tation facilities will be given as far as
Hedley. where none exist at present, and
‘this will be of great benefit to that sec-
tion of the country. = It is expected that
construction gangs will be at work with+
in 30 days.

Mr. Shatford will leave for his home
at Fairvi»w this #vening,

2

ROSS FOR THE SENATE.

Ontario’s Ex-Premier to Have a Seat in
the Red Chamber. ' ..

Toronto, April 19.—The announce-
ment . is made . from an authoritative
source today that Hon. G. W. Ross, ex-
premier, is to retire from the previmcial
political arena and will go to Ottawa:
presumably to the. senate, - Hon. Richard
Harcourt is to take: over the ‘Outario
leadership. “ ;

BT R SN MR B

Pl g
'| Peaceful Ontario Hamlet Is Horrified

| Mrs. Covill
not re-

nese heavy division is concentrating |

jen open fight. The admiralty has no | Consolidated
the cable connection between Formosa |

VICTIM OF A FIEND. -

by Awful Deed of a Tramp.

Rodney, Ont., April 19. ss Eliza
Lowry, dx?—ﬁv‘e yearg'of age, was foui-
ly murdered at an éatly hour this morn-
ing by an unknown masked tramp. The
victim was stopping. with Mrs. Coville,
wife of a section man, Abont 1 o'clock
this morning a kunock' came the door,
and both, women b alone and Mrs,
Coville an invalid, ‘Lowry respond-
ed when a tram: i for money, He
was refused, whereupon he:seized her,
dragged her to the yHrd and clubbed her
to death. The murderer then returned
to the house .and demanded money of
Mrs. .Coville. The latter having heard
Miss Lowry’s cries quickly granted che
request. The tramp then made off. Mrs.
Coville was unable ‘to arouse the neigh-
bors until about 8. o’clock this morning.
Learning of the murder, the police and
farmers started- in- pursuit of the mur-
derer, who .is tho.ﬁt to be in. hiding
somewhere.’ Miss Lowry was an intim-
ate friend of the Covilles and was asked
.yesterday -to stay with Mrs. Colville be-
cange Mr, Coville had been sent to work
at a point some distance Ro

but his hair was very un pt ar

a&)pmed to be about 45 years of age.
e had every appearance of being a

tramp and smelt strongly of liquor.

e,
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Glenwood Springs, Colo., April
18.—President Roosevelt has kill-
ed a bear and a bob cat.
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MAKING NEW REVENUES.

New York Stock Transfer Tax Bill Has
Become State Law.

Albany, N. Y., 'April 194~—The stock
transfer ‘tax bill was signed by Gov-
ernor Higgins tonight. The bill im-
poses a tax of two cents u each one
hundred, or fraction thereof, on the par
value -of corporation s -securities,
domestic ‘or foreign, s0ldbr otherwise
transferred within New York: state
after Juné 1; 1905, whether made upon
or shown by the books of the asssonia-
tion, company or corpora or by as-
signment in blank or by &ny delivery,
or by any paper or agreement or mem-
Lorandum or other evi of transfer
or sale, whether entitling the holder in
any manner to the benefit pf such stock
or to secure the future  payment of
money .or the future tr r of stock.

Agreements.referring tothe mere de-
posit of ‘stock:-as collal security for
money loaned.are exp! exempted.
Various es

1
- - A h 3
ter throat eut“troni ear to ear, and-ether-
frightful injuries from knife wounds in
the face and abdomen, Jennie Kiobari, a
pretty Japanese demizen of the half
world, came to herdeath early thisimorn-.
ing. . Provincial Constable Upper has ar-
regted two Japanese, one be her para-
qiy:vur. The motive of the erime is -he-
lieved to be jealousy, The body was
discovered by a carpentér wha weut to
the gir’s house to do some repair work..
The murder was one of the most fiendish
?nd brutal ever committed in this local-
ty. g 3

FARMERS’ INSTITUTE MEETING.
Dominion Pure ‘Seed Expert Add

FRIDAY, APRIL 21, 1905.

Recss or
~ Eastertide

Finds the Capital Deserted by
the Members of the
Commons.

Amendment on Autonomy De-
bate May Reach Vote
on 27th,

‘international Harvester Com-
peny In Coaflict With the
Allen Law.

TTAWA, April 19.—(8pecial.)—The
. House of C
;. ter
holidays, and tonight there is
hardly a member in town.

Calvert, the chief Liberal whip, has
sent out a circular to all government
supporters to be in their places on the
27th, as a division on Mr, Borden's
amendment may be taken any day after
that date.

‘Breckenridge, the local agent of the
International -Harvester Company, has
been summoneéd for violation of th
alien labor law. ,The company “ o
a Canadian official in Ottawa and
brought over a lower priced American.

The work of nationalizing the live
stock records of Canada was completed
today. Three to four registrars will be
located here, paid by different asso-
ciations.

The speakers in the autonomy debate
today were Henderson (Halton), and
Cash (of Mackenzie). Shae

GENFAL “RIP" IMPROVING.

-West Palm Beach, Fla,, April 19.—At
9 o'clock toright Joseph Jefferson is
reported to be improving. Hopes of re-
covery are entertained, although he is
still weak and his condition critical, .
_:The change for the better in the con-
dition of ‘Mr. Jefferson has so encour-
aged his physicians and the family as
to lead to the hope of his ultimate re-
covery,

WILL TEST THE LAW.

W g b1
Timber Men Decline Assessment on Ex-
port Logs and ‘Boom Is Seized.

Nanaimo, B. C., April 19.—(Special.)
—A boom of logs owned by the Wood
Lumber Co., of Bellingham, Wash., was
seized today at Comox by Deputy In-
spector Murray, and is held for pay-
ment of $2,000 export tax on logs to
Puget Sound. The seizure follows the
gtusf:lx' of the Wood company to' pay

e

THE JURY COMPLETED

Which ;? Third - Time Will Try Nan

atterson for Her Life.
- New York, April 19.—The july which

Friday and to give the lawyers: cen-',
nected with the casé ‘an “gpporttmity.
holidays. -
TR0 R PO S
IMPOLITIC COMMENT

By Counsel for tﬁ:‘c.rowﬁ Secures New'
i  Trial for King.- :

~Regina, N. W. T., April 19.—The mat
ter of the conviction of Charles King,
sentenced to death at Edmonton for
the murder of Henry Hayward, was be-
fore the Neorthwest Territories Appeal
court today, on a reserved case submit-

‘ted” by Judge:'Harvey. The last ques-

Agriculturists of Metchosin. .,

A supplementary meeting of the Met-
chosin Farmérs’ Institute was held on

nesday evening, and was as usual at-
tended by most-of the residents of Met-
chosin, including the ladies, Metchosin
inthjs way keeping up its reputation, this
institute being the ‘banner institute as
regards attendance. The deputy minis-
ter of agriculture was first called nﬂ)u
and made an introductory address. Mr:
Murray, of the Dominion department of
dgriculture, expressed his great pleasure
at, meeting .80 mauy of the people of the
district. = He spoke of the importance of
pure seed and good seed.- He explainea
the differencé between the wild oat ana
the tame oat-  He showed by means of
charts the manner in which smut attack-
ed the young plant—smut is conveyed to
the root by means-of spores ou the grain
—hence the end should be disinfected by,
means of formaldehyde or sulphate of
copper. Mr." Murray dwelt upon the
necessity of selecting seed and the de-
sirability of using ‘only the plumpest
grains; ie did not ‘advocate the changing
of seed, preferring to select seed and by
that means improve the stock. He then
fook up the question of grass and clover,
seed in' referenee to their purity and
vitality and the methods by which they
are ascertained. He spoke for about an
hour, his address giving great satisfac-
tion. = After a vote of thanks the ladies
with their usual hospitality served re-
freshments. The visitors reached town
about 1:45 in the morning. Mr. Murray
proceeded to the Mainland this morning
to conclude a series of supplementary
meetings which have been arranged and
where he will be joined later on by Mr.
Anderson. § !

Mr. Murray is greatly taken with Vie-
toria and declares it is the prettiest place
in Canada and that be would enjoy life
greatly if he could spepd it here.

e

REMAINS A MYSTERY.

No EVidence Available as to Cause of
‘the Tragedy on the Scout.

Kingston, Ont., April 19.—Captain
Allison, who was severely injured by
an explosion of acetylene on the gov-
ernment steamer Scout, died this morn-
ing. This makes the fourth victim of
the explosion. The investigation of
Coroner Mundell today confirms . the
likelthood of the deaths of Gillard and
Gouillard. Lessard, the engineer, testi-
fled that connections were all sure, that
Gillard had propertly fastened  them
and that the latter did not smoke; that
the buoys were not full, but the pres-
sure was twelve atmospheres. Acety-
lene gas, he said, would ignite if it came
into contact with cold air. How the
explosion occurred he could not coh-
ceive. Gillard was fixing the lamp on
the buoy when last seen, and was like-'
ly blown out of the cage in the top.
Gouillard was engaged in painting the
buoys at the time of the explosion. The
coroner this afternoon decided that an
Inquest was unnecessary, although he
will submit the éyidence to ‘the erown
attorney. The men who could ‘have
glven good' evidence are dead/ His

tion submitted for .consideraticn: was
whéther a ‘remark by counsel for the
Crown was'a proper comment for coun-
sel to make! The court held that the
comment tended ‘to do the accused
wrong, and accordingly the conviction
was quashed and 4 new trial ordered.

RAILWAYS IN CANADA.

The annpal report of the Minister of
Railways for Canada for the fiscal year
ending 30th June, 1904, has been receiv-:
ed. It.is one of the most interesting rail-
way reports that has yet been’published,
and, needless to say, that ng to the
increase of ra‘lways and general atten-
tion being paid to transportation mat-
ters, the latest .volume is by much the
largest. = The most complete statistics
are given in respect to railways, steam
and eleetric, and canals.

Owing to the interest taken in British
Columbia in the guestion of railways we
have extracted statistics relating to this |
Provinee, giving the length of line and
paid-up capital. The particulars in the
table following are taken largely from
the railway report, but are supplemented
by’ information from Poor’s Railway
Manual, and other publicatious, the clas-
sification being our own. The figures
given in the column of “Paid-up Capital”
are not all official. Tn this respect, it is
very difficult to arrive at exact returns.
Paid-up capital is taken to represent the
cost of the lines completed and equipped,
but in some instances, the returns are
not given. and in other instances the cost
of the railway is given exelusive of roll-
ing stock. However, ‘the following may.
be taken -as fairly accurate:
Canadian Pac. Ry. Capital

Miles. Invested.
- Laggan to Vancouver. 5248
“New West. branch.... 8.2
Mission branch 10.
Arrow Lake ......... 207
Van'r to Coal Harbor 1.2

571.9 $28,600,000
Van'r to Steveston... 17.2 305,000
° Kaslo & Arrowhead... 334
Columbia & Kootenay ' 60.5
Columbla & Western. 171.1
Shuswap & Okanagan 50.8
"'Nakusp & Slocan .... 405
B. C. Southern ...... 2417
‘Esquimalt & Namnaimo.. 78.
Great ‘Northern—
‘ Kaslo & Slocan....... 333
‘' Nélson, & Ft. Shepherd 55.42
'%{ew West. Signthem. %‘;g
‘Vietoria &  Sidney.... {
‘Victoria' Terminal .... 18.40 365,828 |
Y cenes«1,712.47 $72,381.883
W W $eBeoenspsees [ 16.50 900,378
Redlington & Nelson.. 5 1,720,000
Van'r Western & Yk'n 3 635,688
. Red Mountain .,.. & 9. 407,
Crow’s Nest Souther:! 2.143.426
RBritish Yakon .... 2,934,119
Kéttle Blﬁer Valley . 200,000
Logging lines— . 5
{Chemainus) ..... 300,000
"Lenora & Mt. Sick 102,221
Wellington Colllery ... 250.000
Morrissey. Fernie & M. 305,741
Plectric Tram, B.C. El, 5,117.479
Nelson b seinedul 285,000

cdeh

1,712.47 ‘$72,381,883

{1903-04, amonn
y :%Lt. mpare uhd with
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to' go out of the city to ‘spend the|®

:vly endeavored to carry out their contract

yvear, June 80, 1904, was 191; some of
these, however, are amalgamated o1
leased, making the total number of
controlling companies 85, not including
the Government railways. The number
of companies absorbed by amalgama-
tion was 54, and the number of leased
lines was 38.

On June 80, 1904, the number of miles
of completed railway was 19,611, an in-
‘crease of 534 miles, besides 3,327 miles
of sidings. The number of miles laid
with steel rails was 19,545, of which
763 miles were double track. The num-
ber of miles in operation was 19,431.

The paid up eapital amounted to
$1,186,646,918, an increase of $39,996,-
149. The gros earnings of the year
amounted to $100,219,436. an increase
of $4,154,909, and the working expenses
aggregated $74,663,162, an increase of
$7,081,638 compared with those of the
previous year; leaving the net earnings
$26,666,274, a decrease of $2,926,729.
The number of passengers carried was
23,640,765, an increase of 92,023, and
the freight traffic amounted to 48,097,
519 tons, an increase of 724,102 tons.
The total number of miles run by trains
was 61,312,002, an increase of 929,082.

The rolling stock comprised: For
passenger service, 2,149 ecars; for
freight service, 84,422, including 54,877
box and cattle cars; and for operation
and maintenance setvice, 4,157; making
a total of 90,728 cars. Of these 75,273
were - equipped with air brakes, and
80,685 were - fitted with automatic
couplers, an increase of 4,049 over the
previous year. The locomotives num-
bered 2,768.

The accident returns show a total of
395 persons killed, 25 being passengers,
192 employees and 178 others, and, in
addition, 1,405 injured, of whom 234
were passengers, 912 employees and 259
others. ]

At the close of the fiscal year end-
ed June 30, 1904, there were 767 miles
of electric railways, including street
railways and trams, completed, of
which 745 miles were ldid with
steel rails, 188 miles being double
tracked. The paid up capital amounted
to $50,399,188, of which the municipal

amounted to $173,000 (including
$100,000 subscription to shares, and
$40,000 loan). The number of miles in
operation was 745, the actual increase
being 58 miles, as a portion of the mile-
age returned in the previous year was
double track. The gross earnings ag-

219,932, and the working expenses
$5,326,617, an increase of $853,659, leav-
ing the net earnings.$3,127,092, an in-
crease of $366,273. The number of pas-
sengers caried was 181,689,998, an in-
crease of 26,027,186, and the freight
carried amounted to 400,161 tons, an
increase of 28,875 tons.: The car mile-
age was 42,066,124, an increase of
4,037,695 miles.

¢ At the close of the fiscal year ended
June 30, 1904, the conjoined statistics
of steam and electric roads (including

results: The number of companies was
240, There were 20,378 miles of rail-
way completed, 20,176 miles being in
operatign. The paid up.capital amount-
ed to $1;236,946,106. - The gross earn-
ings were $108,673,045, and the total
working expenses $79,889,679,

the net earnings $28,783,366; 205,380,-

1) t ‘were ecarried;

36 passengers
were killed.

: %‘-The gross earnings of all the Gov-

ment roads for the | year,

he gross working expenses ameounted
.t§48:’7’;699,958.51, an' increase of $1,125,-
The nef loss off the .operations of the
year was, $972,703,06. %

The number of passengers carried
was 2,663,156, an increase of 258,926.
Of this increase 192,830 wer local and
66,096 through passengers. Of freight,
'2,664,149 tons, a decrease of 126,588
tons, the local freight having fallen off
by 116,732 tons, and the through freight
by 9,856-tons. ;

,An interesting fadt is brought out by
a comparison of ‘the cost per mile of
railways and electric tramways. Taking
the paid up capital of railways in Can-
ada, which represents cost of construc-
tion, equipment, etc., at $1,186,546,918,
in round numbers, the cost per milé is
$60,000. = The cost of electric and other
tram lines is $65,500. This would be
surprising if one did not stop to think
of the capital required for the develop-
ment of power, of:wires, poles, and all
the rest of it, in addition to the road
blgd. for a comparatively few miles of
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DANGER FORVBLOCKADERS.

Tturuga’ Straits Mined and More Ob-
stacles for Runners.

The Japanese navy has mined the Tsu-
ruga straits and blockade runners who

ditional danger.
trol cruisers, other than the small old style
coast defencé vessels, were withdrawn to
be added to Togo's squadron, .but the
would-be blockade runners will not be al-
lowed to profit by the withdrawal, it
seems; . A Hongkong newspaper commeént-
ing on a-redent statement issued by ths
Japanese government, that blockade run-
ners would -be sunk; says: -

‘In the past, Japan, having the desire to
act scrupulously aceording to intermation-.
al law, has allowed the captains and crews
of ‘vessels captured to g0 free after the
examinations at the prize court. Captains,
especlally, have seen In the enterprise pay-
nent resembling small fortunes, and the
risk of capture has had no terrors for

of being blown up by mines. It is not the
80 much, however, as the suppression of
the traffic. ‘She hak at last been forced
to the conclusion that whilst, international
law is so lenlent towards those who actu-
ally consent to run the blockade, there is
not going to be any diminution in the

the East for ships to take contraband
goods to. Rather, there will be encour-
agement. Japan’s experience has been
unique 8o far as .blockade runners are con-
Cerned. She has met men who have honest-

with the Russlans, but on the other hand
she has met those who have accepted the
‘Russian dole and have either run ‘into the
Japanese fleet without hope of further re-
muneration or have attempted to sell their
ships to the Japanese before leaving this
port for Shanghal. We have it on good
authority that several attempts of this
kind ‘were made, but to the credit of the
Japanese be it sald, they did not disburse
thie desired coin. Instead, they kept an
eye upon the ehips and seiged them in their
own good time. Apparently they have be-
come weary of such work.”

The money market is ever mercurial.
This significant sentence appears in the
financial columns of a leading London
paper: “Consols weakened on the pleth-
ora of new issues and the failure of the
Canadian Nerthern new debenture loan
which, following upoun the poor response
to the Johanesburg Four per Cent. and
Mashonaland Railway Five per  Cent:
loans, is a sign that the flood of -new
loans has tired the market.” ;

BRANDON'S GROWTH.

opinjfon is that the responsible ' man
was killed, but how the accident hap-
peried he cannot state. ./, .. {

, The number oL,sgg,qx railways” in
sctual operation. in Canada, including
the two Government reoads, the Inter-
colonial and:the Prince Edward Island
Railways, at the close of the fiscal

~

it

gregated $8,453,609, an increase of $1,-/

street railways) .shows, the following|

763 gers: and 48,497,680 tons-of

seek to reach Viadivostok will have ad-'
The majority of the pa-:

trade ‘whilst there are Russian ports in.|

France Keen
~ On Neutrality

8emi Official Statement of Re-
public’s Views of the
Matter, :

Russian Fleet Has Not Yet
Violated the Three Mile
Limit.

Japanese Minister Is Satisfled
Freunch Will Not Eacour.
age Visits.

ARIS, April 18.—The semi-official
: “Temps this evening publishes a
% statement which bears evidenece-
of ‘authoritative inspiration, say-
ing: “While international practices.
upon land are well defined, that upon.
the water is not so exact, differing with.
different nations. Great Britain and.
some countries limit the duration of a.
belligerent’s stay in their ports to-
twenty-four hours, but France has
never fixed a limit for the stay of bel-
ligerents in French ports and contents.
itself ‘with interdicting the use” of her
ports in preparations for acts 'of war.”

The Temps proceeds to show that
territorial waters mean, under the
French law of March 2, 1888, three-
miles from low water mark.

“It is established,” contihues the
Temps, “that Admiral Rojestvensky did
not enter this limit while off Mada-
gascar and nothing yet warrants the
assumption that he has been less care-
ful in the waters of Indo-China. There-
fore, the Tokoi despatches go too far
in declaring that France permits Rus-
sia to employ her ports. for offensive
operations. There is no proof sup'port-‘
ing any such assertion of the violatinn
of French neutrality.”

The Japanese legation has mot yet
received instructions relating to French
neutraltiy. Therefore, the question has
not yet taken an official form and ap-
" pears to be confined to the utterances

...00‘.."00..........‘....

A Formal Protest.

Chicago, April 19.—A special to
the Daily News from Tokio says:
“At a conference of elder
statesmen and the principal cabi-
net. ministers today, a ctr;ltlgl;&
worded protest was sel 0
France r:glrding _her frequent
. violations of neutrality in provid-

ing shelter for and rendering as-
sistance to the Russian ritic
“fleet: at Madagascar, and now at
- ® Kamranh Bay.”

2000000002000000000000000

eseepessececcecece

1 900000000000000000009¢

of .Tmnese‘—fgewspape‘ If an of-
ficial protest is made, the.Temps’ state-

past fiscal
to $6,627.265.5 | ment prabably dndicates, the terms of

Every: Precaution Taken

The Fren¢h government has takem
every precaution to secure the obser-
vation of neutrality in French waters
in' Indo-China. Instructions have.been:
sent to the governor-general of Indo--
China calling his attention to the regu-
lations concerning the observation of
neutrality issued at the outset of. the-
war. These are identical with the nea- .
trality rules in force during the Span--
1 ish-American war. It is believed that.
Admira} Dekonquieres, commander of
the French naval forces at Saigon, in
proceeding to Kamafanh Bay (where
part of the Russian second Pacific.
squadron has been seen) is following
the . ‘governor-general’s  instructions..
The latter were not. the result of the-
report that Japan contemplated mak--
ing representations ‘on the subject..
France has from the outset acted vol-
untarily in seeking to maintain the-
neutrality of her waters. This, how-
ever, is increasingly difficult .at some:
points not connected by -telegraph..
Nevertheless the instructions sent.to M.
Beau contemplate the full observance-
of neutrality. It is probable that this
: has been made known to the Russian
i naval commander. The officials here
' have no information concerning - the.
length of stay of the Russian vessels
at Kamranh Bay.

Minister Hayashi Speaks
- London, April 18.—Japanese news-
pa,pers(ﬁ; London regard the breaches
{ of neutrality by France in allowing the
{ Russian second Pacific squadron to re-
main over time on the Cochin-Chinese
coast as one of the most serious de-
, velopments in the situation. Minister

Hayashi and Baron Suyematsu, former
{ Japanese minister of the interior, when
' seen today, were disinclined to give a
{ hasty expression of opinion or to an-
‘ ticipate official advices giving: the facts
as to the period the Russian ships may

them. Many have/ in fact, courted cap- ; stay in French waters. Minister Hay-
ture in preference to risking the danger , ashi was particularly reticent and said

: he preferred to await confirmation of

collection of steamers that Japan desires ! the reports which have appeared to in-

dicate a 'serious breach of neutrality.
i Baron Suyematsu, ' who took a view
that was far from being alarmist, said-
that if the reports were true, Japan
would' have good excuse to complain.
Japan, however, had no intention of
picking a quarrel with France. He add-
ed: “Japan 'is far from coveting-
Cochin-China, as has been -imputed in.
some quarters. I .do not think the
French are encouraging the Russian
squadron to misuse French friendship.. .
On the contrary;. I believe that France
is really anxious to avoid trouble on
account of the second Pacific squadron.
In fact, I think responsible Frenchmen
regard the squadron as an unwelcome
guest, and, therefore, I am fully con-
vinced that France will manage these
matters in such a way as to avoid be-
ing compromised.”
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YUKON OPENED.

lce Breaks on Northern River and
b Navigators Make Ready.

*

The ' Yukon river opposite Whitehorse
opened Wednesday, and there was consid-
erable movement on the part of the lce
that night, according to felegraphic ad-
-yices. The breaking up of the ice in the
river opposite Whitehorse is earler this
year than last. The breaking there took
place on April- 21 in 1902, on May 2 in
1903, and on Apri} 25-in 1904, At Dawson
the ice commenced *o move on May 13 In

1;113!2‘, on May-11 iu 3008, and on May 7 im

(s’ ¢

‘Winn 7 April 19.—The total popu-
lation: of Brandon is 8,529, an increase
of 1,628 in the year. The total assess-
ment ‘is- $4,124,820; in 1904 it was
$2,667,128; .- 3

Navigation is not likely to open between:
‘Whitehorse and ,Dawsan much - before 'the
end of Mayv. - Lastyear the first steamer
ftll-ﬁmhgaw;on did not reach Whitehorse




