a large scale reduces
es the sum of receipts
11 cheap a fact that
public.

order of $10,00 we will give
rs Laundry sosp and 1 box
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Octs. pound
Octs. pound
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ILDREN CREMATED.

N.J., March 12.—Flifteen per--
majority of whom were chile
hed at a tenement house fire at
d Fourteenth avenue about 5-
is morning. The building, a
ey frame structure. Formerly

chureh, ‘but transformed into-
t house with small rooms open-
arrow hallways on both second:
floors, was a veritable fire trap.
the heart of the Italian district.
became known the fire was of"
f origin, men and women, well-
ed by grief, ran around the:
pking for the man who was re-
for the frightful tragedy, and
g dire vengeance,
ere at least twelve families in
sixty persons in all, of whom
ifty were children unable to -
hemselves. Four men jumped
front windows. Sewveral were

mes spread with frightful rapid-
he wind sent sparks southeast, .
hg all the frame tenements in..
tion. The place was like a
auldron when the “firemen ar-:
adders were quickly put in
and then began the work of "
Dne after another women, and.
. were taken down, while other—
pvoted their attention to drown-
ames.

ey succeeded in doing in less
pour, but during that hour the
hacrifice had been offered. Near-
room in the house contained its
Few were really burned to-
bst of them were smothered.
edavo, one of the tenmants, is
on suspicion of having set fire
ilding.

nd Is Paralysis

Wasted Nerves Are Not
ed and Revitalized by
Chase’s Nerve Food,

pg mind in a dead body” is the
alysis is sometimes described.
n be more horrible than to lose
bl of the body and: feel death
claiming you for its own?
jsness, nervousness, headache,
hergy and vitality, gloomy fore-
easy fatigue and weakness of
are symptoms of the nerve ex-
which will finally end in par-
Tvous prostration or imsanity.
r overwork, worry or irregular
re the cause, restoration can be -
ally brought about by a few
reatment with .Dr. Chase’s
bod, the great restorative in pill

se’s Nerve Food instils vital en-
the body, stops the wasting -
nd gradually but surely builds -
pstem, creates new nerve force
anently cures all nervous disor-
weaknesses of men, women and

storative its efficacy is unrival-
y preparatior known to science.
g color to the cheeks, roundness
m and elasficity to every move-
he body.

g a box, at all dealers, or Ed-
Bates & o.. Toronte. Book

Fortunesof
The Sealers

The Mary Taylor Complefes a
Good Catch—And Ocean
Rover Is Disabled.

Uncharted Rock Jumped by 8
Collier—Glenogle Arrives
With Many Chinése,

(From Tuesday’s Dally vOolonlst.)

The fitful, variable luck of the sealer
was illustrated ' yestorday in two. re-
ports trom Mr, Andrew Bechtel's fleet—
the one good, the other bad. The for-
mer is of special interest to:those who
have friends aboard the Mary Taylor,
that vessel having returned to‘*Fort San
Juan with 700 skins to show for her
spring hunting, intending to re-provision
there and proceed at once to the north-
ern hunting fields. John Henneberg
and three others of the Taylor's hunt-
ers—Nangle, = Pilgrim and  Allen—
prought the news of her good luck to
the owner on Sunday eve ) A
wire being down, they ‘had 'left the
vessel at San Juan at 9:30 in the morn-|
ing, and sailing their 18-foot open boat
in the liveliest gale that has capped the
Straits for many a day, reported to
Mr. Bechtel here ' at about 7 in the
evening. Of coursep«this-lightning run
up to Victoria was accomplished with
the aid of the gale; naturally mine and
2 half hours is not the usual time for a
row-boat on the- sixty-mile stretch be-
tween San Juan and the Capital. -

As for the schooner, she has little to
report for herself save the catch and
«All's well”; as for the others of the
fleet with which she has falled in, she
received the news from . the Umbrina
that that vessel had lost two hunters,
an Indiay .and a Kanaka, who were
missed from the schooner on the 26th
ultimo, and it is presumed went down
‘with -their boat' in the rough weather
prevailing off =~ Cape Mendocino about
that time. Their mast and sail, with
the guns yied to the former, were picked
up by the Favorite some days later, and
positively, identified. e Umbrina at
lier speaking had 460 skins, while the
Dora Siewerd is credited with 203
eight days ago, the Hatzic with 183,
and the Annie B, Paint with 138. On
receiving men and fresh supplies.' by
the Mystery, which will go down to
her to-day, the Taylor will continue on
her cruise at onee. She is this season
in the command of Capt. William |
O’Leary, and carries an all-white crew
of 21. As for the bad news—it is of
and concerning the Ocean Rover, built
several seasons . ago & by lCa%t. Otto
Buckholtz, and first sailed by him.
She was chartered. . for the present
season by Mr, Bechtel and her master,
Capt. F. Cole, and left port late in De-
cember for the mnorth of the Island,

© where she was to pick up her native
“hunting crew. These men were secured

in good time at Masset, Q. C. I, and
the course was shaped southerly, when
a storm was encountered in the Hecate
straits, which buffeted the little vessel
for a day and then swept her de.cgg
clean—eight canoes going overbo ]
skylight and hatch being smashed tnum%
the rail carried away, while the whee!
“Jooks . as though' a -eyclone had toyed
with it and left it a hopeless: eripple.
Tt was on the 14th January that the
‘big blow came on, inereasing in vio-|
“lence on the 15th, and developing hurri-
cane proportions on the following morn-
ing, when at 6 a.m. the first sea swept
the vessel. In the general wash-away
‘the mate went overboard with the gear,
although prodidentially he kept afloat,
and with the returning swell managed
to clutch a rope and get aboard again.
The peculiarity of 'the big. blow was
that it came from the southeast, and
then shifted with ‘unusual suddenness

«<harp ‘to' the ~mnortheast—blowing quite |

-as  hard. After’ her mishaps the
schooner was' headed for egate,
‘leaking, ‘whence she ' crept to Cape
"Clook and back to Quatsino, where she
1ay for 15 days, the gale raging all the
while. 'The Mystery received word
that she was anxious for a tow down,
and went up for her, plcki‘ng her up off
Cdpe Cook, and bringing her in yester-
day morning. Her Indians are divided
between Skidegate, Nootka ' and' the
crew, and will have to be rounded up
again, when the vessel es  her
cruise after repairing. - This operation
will exhaust ten days at least, and it is
expected - that' quite  four months  will
have to be deducted from the season by
reason of the northern storm. The bill
of c%?)mage is estimated” at $1,500 or

L) .

HERE FOR REPAIRS.

Owners of the C;ITJ—rado Decide That
Victoria Is the Best Place.to
Make Good In. '

The qld bark Colorado is” alongside

the Rice Mills whart .and will receive | =

here * the repairs n sitated by ‘her
recent mix-up with the tug Lo while
towing down from ' Jusneat

centrateg for the /Facoma smelter. T
\‘vjillmr)nean an-=m01expen11‘:il;u{€T‘ Qfo b?W @@w
$3,500  and'" with: | Joc! $
wrights, 3‘%& hf

cape so luckily as the Lorne,
indeed something like a ’longshor
who has been in a fight and" :
second best, Her patches for'ard ea:
not help but suggest. court-plaster.

_'—"‘J"""J i i i
COLLIBR'S NARROW : ESCAPE.

The Benmohr Locates. a: New Uni
charted Rock in Trincomali
Channel.

By a curious yagary of fate it was
left for the ~handsome (steam collier

' Benmohr, replacing the’ wrecked Miami

in the .  coal-carrying trade between
Oyster Bay and San . Franciseo, to
locate yet another uncharted rock, over
which she steeplechased without special
damage to herself, some time Sunday
evening. As & result of this touching
bottom—it' was mothing more—the big
3,000-ton vessel lay all yesterday in the
fairway off, the . oufer. wharf, while
Diver McHardie = examined the ship’s
bottom, and his report was laid before
the Vietoria representatives of Lloyd's.
It was to the effect
had been sustained, and. the collier pro-
ceeded on" her way %o San Francisco
last evening. Benmohr, in com-
mand of Capt. Wallace,”had loaded
some ;4,000 tons of coal at: the Oyster
Bay shutes, and was proceeding under
full steam toward her destination,, in
charge of Capt. James Chri
when the mishap oceurred.
lier's ‘speed was not even checked, and
as she continues her voyage to-day, the
D. G. 8. Quadra will go to the scene,
locate and’ mark’® with @ ' temporary
uoy the new menace to safe maviga.

-f tion.

‘quence of

| Cook, €. B. Holt, Mrs.

Oolorado »a;a; ot es-|

14t .no damage |

thus describes the incident, under date
of Mareh 11, 9:30 p. m.:~* This is to

that we ed from the wharf
at Oyster Harbo# at 5 p. m., and pro-
ceeded on our vew#ge to San Francisco.
The ship’s draft was, forward 23 feet,
aft 23.3; she was in charge of Pilot
Christensen, and all went well until
pussing between Galiano and Prevost
islands. = The ship then struck an un-
charted sunken roek; she did not stop,
but- went on over it.. The chart shows
a depth of from 19 fathoms to 53
fathoms about the spot, when we were
as near as pessible in:.the fairway of
the channel. The w were sounded
and the ship found Jbe making no
water. One hour afterwards we found
the No. 1 tank to be making one inch
of water per hour. - No blame what-
ever can be attached to Capt. Christen-
sen, We were in the middle of the
channel, and the ship was carefully

handled. ;
:‘ A. WALLACE,

(Sgd.) | aster,
‘G, MANN, Mate.”

MAY NOT GO TO NOME.

Efforts of Her American Rivals to
Throw Alpha Out of Business Will
Probably Prove Successful.

Although everything was in readiness
for the Alpha, sailing from  this city
and Vancouver, to be the first vessel
of the season off for Nome, it is now
very improbable that she will get away
at all, the efforts of her American
rivals to put her out of the business
through the revival of obsolete shipping

-laws and violation of the promise that

Nome would be made a port of entry,
having to all appearances been snccess-
ful. The Alpha, nor any other British
vessel, may not, by the ruling of _the
treasury . department, go to Nome
direct; mneither they nor any other yes-
sels of sea-going character will be able
to get into St. Michael, and thence to
Nome, before mid-June. The . only
hope for: the Alpha to carry: out the
elaborate plans for which she has been
refitted at great expense, and .in which
she promised to be a big money-maker,
would seem to be by transfer of the
ship to  an American company, and
change of her register—and even this is
said to be impossible under the intri-
cacies of American shipping law. For
the present the Alpha’s advertisements
have been withdrawn, and her owners
and dgents are in a quandary.

RAILWAY HILL BLOCKED.

Danube Missed a Large List of Passen-
gers From the “Inside.”

C. P, N. Co.s steamer Danube, Capt.
H. R. Foot, completed an uneventful
voyage to and from the North on Sun-
day evening, her 'down passenger list
being comparatively light _ in . conse-
railway traffic on the Wh}te
Pass & Yukon still being tied up—with
2 large number of pilgrims waiting at
Bennett' to get through. A train was
despatched for the Summit the day
that she left, but as it was still snow-
ing thickly at that time, a_nﬁ decidedly
cold, the chances of its getting through
were not roseate. ' ‘Among the fourteen
who shared the ecabin accommodation
from Skagway here were: J. H: Frank,
of S. Leiser & Co.; D. Menzies, of the
customs ‘staff ‘at Log Cabin; E. H.
Gough, of Juneau; J. V. Black, C. E.
A C. Lorentzen,
M , W. Stevens,
N. Wi

.. Corlein, B.
% l'?V e Villiams, J. G.

Miss

Mitton and Miss O'Brien. The Dan-
‘ube will sail again for the North to-
‘morrow. PR e ;-

" LOSS OF THE REMUS,
Foundered on Voyage Home From
Philadelphia and Thirteen

’ Lives Lost.

“Trom = Mr. W. —Z:-Ward, ‘the . local

.=gent, particulars have been received of

the foundering of the steamer Remus,
together with the information that she
has been replaced by the Knarven, ex-
pected to sail’ from Liverpool any 'day
now. The account says:

“#mhe following ‘particnlars have been
received respecting the founderimg of
the steamer Remus, bound from Phila-
delphia to Aarhuus: Thirteen lives are
reported to be lost. While in the North
‘sea  the vessel was overtaken by a
‘heavy gale and was eventually driven on
‘the rocks off the Danish coast early on
Jannary 27. e vessel, which had a
full cargo of wheat, was dashed about
with such violence that she very quickly
broke her back and parted at midships:
Great heroism was shown by members
of ‘the erew, who, with Capt. Williams,
‘numbered 27 all told. Three of the
‘crew volunteered to try and get a rope
ashore, but were drowned in . at-
tempt.  Six others attempted to reach
land in a boat, but it capsized and five
avere drowned before they had got elear
of the wreck. = By this time the hull
‘was submerged, and the survivors’ had
ito take refuge in the rigging in bitterly
cold = weather.  Another .effort was
made to reach land by two more of the
crew, but they also were drowned. In
'the#night Capt. Williams became de-
lirious and shot himself -with his re}rol-

Loy A ¢ men were more or less
bhe e d two fell from the rig-
the  night’ allzd were
‘drowned. ' The’remaining . passed
fg;dther terrible ‘24 ‘hours, when they
.were * fortunately = observed by  the
‘steamer Nordia and rescued. The sur-
ivivors ‘of the erew all had their hands
and feet frost-bitten.”
g

KENTUCKY'S CIVIL WAR.

o | Opinions Divided as to Whether or

Not Armed Conflict Is Imminent. -

Frankfort, Ky, Mareh 12.—The war
'scare has = again apperently  flattened,
although the leaders on both ‘sides still
express grave fears as to the ultimate

ome. Republicans believe that at-
::&c:ts will be? made to arrest Republi-
‘cans in the legislature  in connection
with  the  assassination of ~Governor
Goebel, and several members are leav-
ing town. . Democrat; officials refuse
either to confirm or deny the accusa-
tions. = It. is reported that such war-
rants have been issued, and it is admit-
ted more arrests will take place w;t.hin
a few .days, 4 i
It is :sierted that Taylor is being
urged to move the executive office: to
London, where he will be safe from the

tertain the idea,

Both houses of the legislature met in
the state house this morning. In anti-
cipation of a possible: attempt by the
state troeps to  prevent the meeting,
quite a crowd gathered in the  state
house square at. the hour of ~meeting,
but . members of the legislature were
allowed to meet without molestation.

A squad. of militia under Lieut. Peck
started for London-on Saturday .as an
escort. for State Secretary Powers, and
Capt. Davis returned to rankfort this
morning. . Outside of this, however, no
rreinforcements  arrived, and  it- is
stated now that no more are expected.

+  Though Modern Rifles
Are Humane.

—The Terrible Day At
‘Magersfontein. = °

s
cal Journal:

It commenced with-
shots between.

der River.
interchange of

termission, till

about half a mile, &
‘We, the naval brigade

in the trueks.

side of the railway, facing northeast.

ing notes:
walls four inches

tures:
shells, 3

irregular
shells,

fired by our men, remainder, 533,
all -shrapnel.

half an inch.
other side, but failed to pieree it.
Mauser in like manner
front wall and
second.

house—that is, the wall

to traverse.

ploded.

power, at all events
case, of the shrapnel bullets,

On War Scenes

Terrible Effects of the Artillery

Praise of Colonial Medica: Corps

Surgeon C. Marsh Bradnell, R. N,
writes as follows for the British Medi-

. “Camp Modder River, South Africa,
Nov. 30, 1899.—On Tuesday, November
28, 1899, was fought the battle of Mod-
an
our
scouts and the enemy’s front line at
5:30 a.m., and the firing, both artillery
and rifle, continued salmost without in-
one hoty and a half
after sunset, when our ‘kroops retired

slept in the ] apex first and no not keyhote.
train the previous nightfiwith our guns
s. At daybreak we de-
trained and got our four 12-pounder
long-range guns into action on the left

To give the reader some idea of the
heaviness of the fire, I took the follow- ! )
A small table built of mud |above downwards, the. table would read
thick and covered
outside with galvanized iron, the front
wall—that is to say, the one directly
opposite to our fire—20 feet long and 10
feet high, contained the following aper-
Ten produced by unexploded
shaped by burst

571 by bullets—7, are the exits
of Mauser bullets fired by the ememy,
31 are entrances of Lee-Metford rifles
are
Most of these latter lay
imbedded  in_ the mud wall—that is to
shy, they penetrated the irom, but failed
to. penetrate the mud for more - than
All' the Lee-Metford
pierced the wall and entered that on ﬂe
ik

piereed the
failed to pierce the
The reason that sevem Mauser
bullets pierced the front wall of  the
facing us—was
the fact that the rear wall of the house
contained an open door, and the bullets
that came through it had ‘only one wall
y The unburst shells passed
through both walls, entered -another
house 50 yards beyond and then ex-
These facts give a good idea
of the heaviness and extreme accuracy
of our fire, also of the great’ penetrat-
ive' power of the Lee-Metford and Mau-
ser bullets, and the feeble penetrative
n this particular

After about two hours’ fighting, finding
that it was extremely improbable that we
should have any casualties, thanks to our

left for England in the Auwania, in charge
of the river, expecting to see the Boer dead
by hundreds. After three Bours’ careful
search, T was able to count I8 dead Boer
and 75 horses; so that unless: they buried
or carried away their dead, thelr loss woul
appear to have been marvellously small
It is impossible at present to form even an
‘estimate of the number of their wounded
The next morning we quletly marched
into the town and occupled it. The day
was spent in burying the dead. The field
hospital was very crowded this morning—
over 400 dead and w ded. ' The w d
produced by the Mauser rifles are all that
could be desireds the entrance and exit are
practically of the /8ame size and very
| minute, Most of the patients make an
+| uninterrupted recovery. It is a more hu-
mane bullet than our own Lee-Metford for
two reasonms; its calibre is less dnd its
veloeity is ec¢onsiderably higher, I maust
have seen some thousand bullet wounds by
now, including those I saw in the Filipino-
American campaign. My experience in-
cludes also some experiments I made this
year at Wei-hal-wel, in the course of which
I fired over 1,000 Tounds of Remington
brass-coated bullets and nickel-coated Lee-
Metford at all sorts of animate and inani-
mate objects, including their penetrating
power upon certain metals, a series of ex-
periments I hope to publish later on. My
experience has led me to the conclusion that
those wounds which heal up most rapidly
and give the least trouble are wounds pro-
duced by bullets Raving tue same charae-
teristies.
TI. Very high velocity.
2. A fiat trajectory,

80 that they hit

3. A hard, smiooth sheath, with a smooth
round apex. 3
4. A cloge range for the same reason as
(2) a bullet at a long range may hit the
object side on. 1 ¢

If T were to tabulate these missiles in the
order in 'which the womnds produced by
them were progressively more serious from

something’ as' follows:
1 Mauser.

2. Krag-Jorgensen. 4

4, Man-stoppitg; Lee-Bfetford, hollow-
headed, nickel'sheathed.

5. Any of the first thiree with nickel
sheaths around the apex removed so that
the lead nucleus: is exposedl

» 6, Dum-duna.

7. Remington brass-coated as used by the
Filipinos,

8. Remington lead bulléts, or the Mar-
tini-Henri, s

9, Remington brass bulléts; with . Brass
sheathing removed so as to’expose the lead
nucleus,

+10. Shrapnel bullets.

11. Bhell or other:fkagments.

I have no acquaintance with explosive
bullets: it is said the Boers have used themr,
but I think this to be exceedingly doublful.
Most thoughtful’' men will agree that the
Boers have proved themselves to be brave
men, and instances of violation of the laws
of civilized warfare~are few and far bBe-
tween.

BATTLE OF MAGERSFONTEIN.

December 13, 1800.-Yesterday we at-
tempted to oust the enemy from. their posi-
tion in the Syptfontein and Magersfon-
tein kopjes, but I regret t0 say we signal-
ly failed; and to-day we are im: the same
position, but with a loss of 1,000 men; there
are about 700 dead and‘wounded! and about
800 missing, The Black Watch lost. very
severely—21 our of 29 officers. It seems
that they advanced in the might in. quavter
column, and at dawn were still' in this for-
mation, and within easy reach of the em-

-Past London, and two ix* Natal; 140 imvalids |

 go further up to the front, where I knew

by the Argyle and Sutheriand Highland-

long range guns, I obtained permission to

there must be plenty of work to be done
amongst the wounded. Our fightihg line
had now assumed the shape of the letter
A with its sides extended, the ‘angle of
the A resting on the railway line and held

ers. The two sides of the A were stretched
out, and more or less parallel to the river, |
which was lined with the Boer trenches

emy’s rifie. fire,
quite impossible to calculdte, as the Kaffirs
that eame in from their camp after yes-
terday’s battle tell the most widely diver-
gent tales—from six dead and 40 wounded
to 2,000 dead and wounded! Judging from
past battles, I do not think their losses are |in the engagement at Magersfontein up to
a tenth part of our own.

The Boer losses It s
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The water supply is bid, being derived
directly from the muddy river. Boiling
is imperative, The air fora radiws of over
2,000 yards from the centye of the camp
is tainted with the smell of Balf-buried
horses; there were about 200 dead horses
and mules biried after the battle of Mod-
der river, but thanks to thée vuftures, the
ants and humble microbe, they are rapidly
being reduced to harmless skeletons.

We haye had one or two wery severe
thunderstorms, but' the things we dread
most are the dust storms, or, as I wonld
venture to term them, dust spouts, for they
are analogous to waterspours. - Vertieal col-
wmns of dust extending to a height of 150
yards and travelling at a speed of six or
seven miles an ‘hour, pass through the camp
and play havoc with all and everything,

king life mi ble; rifles ave thrown,
sout of gear, food and water rendered nause-
ous and clothes spoilt. -
‘We have had one “locust storm!” up here
at Modder river; for three hours the air was
like a snowstorm, but black. Ome could
not walk ten yards without colliding with
hundreds of them; every blade of . grass
was demolished, and every crumb eof biscuit
‘or bread on the ground was peounced on
by countless numbers. . After three hours
they had ‘all disappeared as mpysteriously
as they eame. ' The locust storm was travel-
Iing in a N.N.E. direction.

becember, 14, 1809.—Since writing the

o

Our lyddite shells from . the 4.7 naval |

gun has a magnificent effect on. the eye, |
sending up a vertical columm of earth and  to go wp to their lines and attend to our

above some more dead and wounded have
been brought in, bringing our tméal losses

1,100 dead and wounded. I have also heard
that one of the army medical efficers to
whom permission was given by the Boers

' were drowned.

line of advance.

Boers to leave. it. :

of at least two miles.

their Hotchkiss and other guns,

we had got 'lnto.
CASUALTIES.

the front had to beat a hasty retreat.

early in the day by a bullet wound,

all along the south side, the ends of the
sides of the A receding slightly from the
Twice the Guards om our
right attempted to cross the river, but fail-
ed, On the left, the Northumberland Fusi-
lers and 9th Brigade made a skinilar at-
tack, and ncceelged in: erossing; two men
ow, and not till mow, did : 9
we ascertain how very strongly the ememy | the Boer shells do not explode. The cause
were entrenched; in fact, their position was
almost impregnable, and it seems a marvel
that 'we were even able to pursuade the

Practically the whole of our attacking
force was marching across an open plain in
full, view  of. the enemy, while they were
absolutely ‘and completely hiddem. - They
lay bebind trenches which extended along
the rear bank of the river for a distance
3 Behind their trench-
es the ground sank to the levek of the
river, so that their men, horses amd their
largest wagons eould travel along the whole
of their position on both sides of' the river
‘with almost absolute safety from owur fire.
The river was studded with boats used to
ferry men to and fro, and to convey ammu-
nition as required. On the other side of the
river the ground gently inclined wpwards,
and here in' strong positions were placed
The en-
emy’s position was, so far as ¥, noncom-
batant, could judge, an ideal one; in every
respect, but not a man of us knew, as far as
I am aware, what a veritable hornet's nest

Taking everything into consideration, our
420 dead and wounded, wiicH was the cost
Jof our day’s work, was miraculonsly sufall.
Rverything was against us; we had to at-
tack an immensely strong and entrenched
position held by a vastly saperior forge,
while advancing ourselyes across. an open
plain. We had anticipated a brief'and easy
victory, and in consequence the men were
not rationed, and a battle was fought and
won by stomacks that had mot seen food
for twenty-four hours. Water was terribly
searce, and ‘every water cart that came near
The
‘heat was tha%c, and latst, hu:;t by no means
lea our chief was put o action. very S :
s et 1| The medical men have had a terrific time jPleuritic effusion deweloped In a few: qases:

It is claimed by the inventor to kill by
concussion within a radius of 3¢ yards from
the site of the explosion. The shell weighs
46 pounds, and is charged with the high ex-
plosive ealled Iyddite—chemicallly a pierate.
I should estimate that quite 20 per cent. of

of this is doubtful, whether: due to & de-
fect in the shell or its fupe, or whether
to a scanty supply of these projectiles can-
not ‘be stated. In the aetion at Belmont,
when our naval guns were shelling the
Boer artillery at 3,500 yards’ range, we
watchied shell after shell pass over our
heads and strike earth abeut 700 gards in
our. rear, sending up a cloud of ‘dust, but
not baursting.  Gradually\i shiells fell :
shorter, till one landed befween our guns.
That was the last plugged sheil the Boers
fired; each subsequent one ‘was a bursting
shell, and we very quickly had several of
our bluejackets hit; fortunately for wus,
however, their artillery was soon silenced,
and they retired. The secomd ' theory,
therefore, ‘is probably the correct ome; hav-
ing found the range with tlie comparatively
harmless plugged shell, they then wse the
bursting shell, : ;

I have only witnessed the effect of the,
shock of the explosion once; it was in the
person of a Highlander. A shell exploded
about ten yards over his head, he was un-
hed by any fr ts;. but the concus-
sion 'must have produced some eurious
pathological change {n his nervoms system,
‘as he has never ceased—nmow tem houps—
swaying his head to and' fro with a pendu-
lum-like motion skmilar to that of the
china dolls with the nodding head so eom-
monly seen in the Liondon streets. His in-
tellectual faculties have also beem consider-
ably disturbed, as hie is only half ratiomal,
Last night there were hundreds of. our
dead and dylng left in the field; in faet, it
‘has taken two days to colleet them, and
much suffering has been entailed. One
poor fellow walked into our' Hnes with a
towel on the end of his rifle; he was rav-
ing mad, and Hhad been wandering about
for hours with: a: pertion of his frontal lobe
‘protruding from a Mauser exit wound in

debris to a height of about 50 or 60 yards. *’ own wounded, has been made a prisoner of

war owing to the fact that a revolver was
found on his person, The two generals
have communicated with eac¢h ether con-
cerning him, but Gen. Cronje remains finm
and claims that men and officers wearing
the Red Cross should be unarmed. I know
the officer personally, and regret his cap-
ture, but at the same time will agree that
.Gen. Cronje is in his right.

"THE BASE HOSPITALS!

Deécember 20, 1899.—The work at the
base hospitals is now becoming very heavy
indeed, consignments from Methuen’s col-
umn arriving in rapid successfon. It 'Is
satisfactory, LHowever, to report that the
service is evérywhere standing the strain.
As I mentioned last week, No. 1 is now full
up, and No. 2 has well over 400 patients.
No. 3, at Rondehosch, is ready for occu-
pation, Two days ago, /when 1 was out
at No. 2, seven marquees were still in
course of erection, the constwuction of the
floors. taking some time, The d

At present the four stationary Hospitals
are distributed: one at DeAsr, another at
oft Civil Sumgeon Cochran, The Trojan
hospital ship is still at Bast London. The

| Capetown Station Hospital at Woedstoc

has been raised to 250 beds.
THE RED CROSS.

The combimed: ai@ socleties undér Col.
Youmg’s direetion, are doing excellent
work, and -the Hospitals both at the base
and: at the limes arve being well suppiied
withicomforts of all kinds. * Col. Young has
appointed Major Iovegrove, a retired offi-
cer, tosthe charge of the depot at. Wyhberg,
and hd distributes the gifts in kind Dbe-
tweemn Nbs:. 1 and 2. The committees on
the raitway limes ave helping vallantly in
the work of providing for the woundéd en
route.. The people im Capetown continte
to besbow gifts both in money and kind,
most llberally; and as I said before; the
patrictism. of 'tiie Malays and colored peo-
ple is mest praiseworthy. There is Hitle
tendeney for individual efforts in particular
lines. . FOr instance, ome boys' school raised
over $30'to provide fans for the patients at
DeAasar,; in which dusty, Hot place they are
gorely needed. Without Col. Young's suave
personality this generosity would have run
riot, bat He has'dome wonders in bringing
order ent of ¢ :

The frregular €vlonial Corps are nef be-
hindhand in providimg themselves with re-
gimental!ambuiances, Brabant's Horse is
calling for 48 men, and the South African
Light Hérse has four ambulance mem per
squadrony.

The Moeal clvik sargeons engaged to at-
tend to the posts om the lines of commmni-
cation: aye- receiving £1 per diem,

e et
A SEA OF SNAKES.
Government Officer Sent to the Fhilip-
pines: Tells a Strange Story,

But Vouches For It.

The mwost remarkable story that has
reachéd Washington from the Philippines
up to .déte has been brought back by Dr.
George F. Becker, who was sent by this
government not long ago to study amd re-
po_rt upom the geology and mineral re-
sources:of the archipelago, It is a tale of
snakes amd, guaranteed as it is by the
asseveration of so distinguished a selen-
tist, it may well excite Interest. .For
whereag Eitherto serpents have fregueatly
figured i popular narrative by deézens or.
éven by Bumdreds, Dr. Becker describes
those ‘he'saw as swarming by tens of thous-
ands over the vast area of sea In the
midst of our mew possessions. But it will

be best to Tet him speak for himself.

“Y wes: going by steamer,’”’ he says, “from
Cebu to: Jolo, my rotite lying aoress the
sea-of Jolo, and I estimate that on our way

tion has been supplemented by the kindness
of the authorities of the Claremont Sani-
torium, who have placed the institution,
which ‘is the property of the Seyenth Day
Adventists, at the disposal ef the author-
ities as a hospital for convalescent officers.
This offer has been accepted, and is some-
what timely, as there is ne accommodation
for officers at No. 2.*

Medical cases, as might Dbe expected,
are beginning to come in semewhat more
freely, from . Methunen’s colemn,  and ‘the
medical division No. 2, ‘which: {s under
Lt.-Col.. O'Connell, is:still keeping to its:
proper work. Almost all the cages are eith-

we' passed through about 100 miles = of
snakes: ' I watched them over the side of
the vessel, and there seemed to be mo end
to their mombers. Of course, it Is impos-
sible to ‘make a guess worta having in such
a matter, but by a simple method of eompu-
tation I have reckoned that there were
about 5,600 serpents to each square mile.
As I have said, we passed through 100 miles
of; thems, and if the ‘school’ was as broad
as it was long, one might reckon the en-
tre number of snakes at 50,000,000. !

T had eften heard of these sea serpents,
which swarm in Bastern seas, swimming on
the surface when it.ds calm. Im the Gulf
of Siam they are found in such numbeérs
that at anchor commonly thread

br rheumatism or dy y. The f
comes down in a subacute condition, with:
joint pain and.a slightly elevated temiper-
atare. They have, of course, all undergone:
some treatment above, ¥Wor the most part
they are doing well and no large proportiom
develop heart complications.

On the surgical side the cases coming:
in present much of the routine character
to which I have before.allunded. The. re-
markable success obtafmed with the penfor-

the fore part of his skull

‘of it—working ' lmeessantly .for 36 hours.

‘learned this in a very curitds manner. On
the left of our line I saw a horse bolting
riderless; it was evidently an officer’s
charger, as there was a sword, etc., attach-
ed to the saddle. I sent a bugler to catch
the horse, and fownd it had a Mauser but-
fet wound through the foreleg, and there
was blood on the bridle, stirrup and. sad-
dle. Drawing the sword, oné read, ‘' h-
uven from Chapman,”  Fears at ohce arose
that the General was woundéd, and so also
he was, though luckily the wound was not
serious.. Piring ceased about an howr and
a half after sunset. Next morning at day-
break our guns opened fire, but' a few shots
sufficed to prove that the enemy had trek-
kel during the night, and thousands must
have made a midnight march. We ascer;
tained Tater from prisoners that the enemy
greatly feared a night attack with the pay-
onet, hence this hurried retreat. They left
| a1l their artillery behind them, but shortly
after midnight, discovering that we had
not ¢rossed the river, they returned and |
removed the gnns to Spyfontein, where they |
are now encamped. ‘What 'a chahce we
Jost. 'Why, the reader may well ask, did
we not push home our attack at the close
of thé fight, or shortly after? Because the
men were 80 done up by the heat of the
day, the fatigue of the long and hard day’s
fight, scareity of water, and want of food,
that' they were barely able to put one leg
pefore thelother. Thus was lost one'of the
best chances we have had during:this cam-
paign of:capturing the ememy’s’ guns with-
out lows of life.  Next morning I went up
and ‘down the enemy’s line ‘on. both aldes

ped, and refleet the greatest credit on the
{Army Medfcat Department.
treat to see the mursing sisters attending.
to their arduens duties amidst all the blood
and thender with the Same zeal and care
which they are so well known to display
in ‘our hospitals at home.

beyond a few cases of diarrhoea,
stroke, sunburn, there is no sickness. With
regard to the latter trouble, the Highland-
ers are chiefly afflicted. Why are men
sent out Into this flerce sun in petticoats?
Tt is all very well to talk about the unform
being the essence of esprit de corp, but is
not this. carrying it too far? Surely they
might be allowed to go into action at any
rate as other men go..
Decome covered with crops of vesicles; few
of the men like their-dress’ for this" kind
of work; the beaunty-of the kilt and sporran
ts masked by a khakl flap, and when these
two part company the aspect is both lndi
. g al::mlnf;a his brush with th
turning yeste: m his e
em,v‘ln’a pltlngé plight; in his own wonda , tortoise pattern, for twelve patients each.
he had to ‘‘take” ‘a barbed Wire emtangle. ‘There is another tortolse teat Ao oper
ment at *“the double,”
“bleeding mass, with his kilt hard a star-‘ every ' requirement,
bosrd, his khaki fiap, halt-left twm, 40¢ bla NIay, appevaten, | 7%,

The field hospital presents a sad but im- !
pressive sight;:ome mass of wounded inside,
rows and rows of dead outside; it is a
sight, I think, wenld cure once and for all
those worthy individuals who talk of the
“‘glories of war.”

The hospltal trains are beautifully eﬁnlp-
It is quite a

The health 'of the troops is, excellent;
sun-

As it Is their legs -

1 saw one man e

icellent hygienie conditions, and the good

ating thoracie wounds is still.evident. The.

generally becoming rapidly ‘absorbed. For
this one has to thank the splendid physigue
of most of the mem (a factor largely de-
pendent on the ‘veserve element), the: ex-

and abundant fobd. The record of cases of
perforating- adominal wounds continues, to
improve upon the experience of thé speak-
ers at the Portsmouth meeting of tire Brit-
ish Medical' Association. Civil Surgeon Han-
well pointed out one case which is eon.
valescing steadily with merely a symptom;
six cases: of this class have so far done
well, r :

I had an opportunity of inspecting the
New: Sowth Wales Medieal Corps the other
day. It ¥s a most smart-and serviceable
unit,, and splendidly trained. = The men
wear; of eourse, the distinetive Awstralian
smasher hat. It is orgamized as a Bailf-
bearver eompany and a field hospital of 50
beds, and seven officers, with 83 mon-com-
misstoned officers and mem. Col. Willlams
is By nd. The equi t s singular-
ty _complete, and what isinoticeable, the
transport is entirely in the hamds of the
eompany itself. The bearer half:of the
company has five wagons, for gick, a wates
eart, and wagons, and three carts for
equipment, ‘The hospital has six covered
earts, one Maltese cart, and a water ‘eart.
There are 53 horses in the combined trans-

and emerged ‘2

port. The bospital tents are four,, of the

{mtions, , The corps has come equipped with
including . Hts" ewn)

cables through barrels, to prevent the rep-
tiles: from climbing up the ropes and com-
ing aboard. They are true snakes and ex-
tremely venomous. In fact, they are among
the mest dangerous of all ‘snakes,: being
numbered among the  Thanatophidia, or
deadly serpents of that part of the world;
A bite inflicted by one of them is as sure-
ly and swiftly fatal as: that of the dreaded
cobra. Futhermore, they are very flerce
and aggressive, and will; attack human be-
ings whenever they get a ehance;, Fisher-
men in waters Infested by them are ex-
eeedingly afraid of theny and exercise the
wutmost precantion when - chance brings
them into the nets.

POETS IN U.S. CABINET:

Perhapp: President McKinley’s- cabinet
will be best kmown to fame for-the gual
ity of its- peetry rather tham. for great
diplomatie- achrievements,

The present administration: bas two
poets. of miore than ordinary mote.. John
D. Long, seeretary of the nawy, has
written this hymn that promises- to be-
come . classio:

I would, dear Jesws, I could break:

The hedge tHat ereeds and hearsay: make
And like Thy first disciples, be

In person led!and taught by Thee..

I read Thy words, so strong, so sweet;
I seek the féotsteps of Thy feet; .
But men so mystify the trace,

I long to see Thee face to face.

‘Wouldst Thow:not let me at Thy side;.
In Thee, in Thee so sure confide?

Like John, upen Thy breast recline:
And feel Thy heart make mine divine?:

Another peet is Miss Helen Hay,
daughter of theé secretary of state.. Her
latest book, “Some Verses,” for peivate
circulation .only, contains a sennet: ¢alled
“Love’s Kissy? which runs thus:™
Kiss me but once, and in that spaee su-~

preme . .- '
My whole darkslife shall quiver to am end;
Sweet death. sHall see my heart and com-
prehend
That life is crowned, and In dn+endless
- gleam
‘Will fix the cedbr of the dying stream,
That Life and Death may meet as friefid
with friend;
An endless imsnortality to blend.

Kiss me but onee, .nnd so shall emd my
dream.

And tkhen Lowe: Beard me and bestowed his

188, i

And straight; F eried to Death: I' will not
die! 3

Barth is so f4ir when she rememdiers this; -

Life is but just begun—ah, come not yet!

The very worll’ smiles up to kiss.the sky

And in the goave one may forgeti—forget.

Secretary Hay is himself no mean
poet and in: fet, the whole administra-
tion with its smdden eruption of new and
strange worl@building forces is-a great
epic.
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FINED FOR BLASPHEMY.

Montreal, March 13.-The- pablishers

of a weekly ‘ealled La Petite Reng

Pelletier, Raber & Co., were to-day fin

$100 for-hawing been found guilty of

blasphemyin the columns of-:thei; paper.

Nounish the Nerves and
Cleanse the Blood.
‘When This#;;— Deme. You
Secure Perfect Digéstion,
Good Appetite; Restful
Sleep and Full
Health

§ ey Compa

.“More than thirty speciés of the hy-
drophis, as this. family of venomous water;
snakes is called, are knmown to scienee,.
Hvery one of them is deadly. They are.
found in the open seas, not frequenting:
the shallows. Oceasionally they are seen.
in the tidal rivees, and now and then they
are thrown, up em shore by the current:
They seem.to be very delicate, and seldpm
live long: in. ceptivity. Those I saw were
three or- four feet long, but I understand:
that seme of them attaln a length ofysix
feet or evem more.
‘able wariety-of form. Some are distinguish-
ed by veny long necks and m heads;
whide all have finlike tails, bodies
are much flattened toward the rear end, so
as to epable them to steer bettem These
1 saw were black mear ‘the head and' yel-
Yow on the belly, the black-and yellow eom-
bining In a very pretty checker patterm to-
ward the tail 4
“These marine snakes have long been re.
garded as curiosities by natugalists. It Is
probable that they use their deadiy venom
to kill the fishes on which they pwey. Their
bodles are filled almost embirely by their
lungs, which are of great size in order that
they may be enabled to stay umder water
for a long time, ‘Fheir eyes are modifled
for seeing in the water, and s, when'tak.
en. out ‘of their natual elemeat, they seom
blinded and’ strike. fiprcely *at/everything.

alwaya erect.”’—Detrolt Fyee Press.

They exhibit comsider- |'

"Thelr ‘tangs, 1{ke those of ‘the.cobra, are |

Mnre’s Spring Medicine Makes
People Well and Strung

True, vigorous: higalth is the portion of’
men and women who have puxe, rich,
blood and well neurished nerves, Poor:
health " and = diseese  means diseased:
werves and impowerished blood:

Paine’'s Celery Compound fully supplies:
the needs et the ailing and’rundown in,
‘spring  time. It drives all clpgging mat~
ters and impumities from the life stweam,,
making it course with freedom and Wi
tality to ewery part of the body.

Paine’s. Celery braces the.
unstrung: aad weak nerves snd furnishes a
nutriment that builds uy,the entire ner-
vous orgamization. ‘The: tired, thin, and
wornent body takes ony flesh, pain in the
back is banished; the skin becomes clear,
the kidneys and livey are free from dis-
ease, the digestive organs de their work
with. unfailing regsiurity, and a feel
ing of mew energy snd wellbeing take
the place of nervoumsness, despondency, ir-
ritation and melancholia.

Nourish the merves and oleanse the
blood with Paine’s Celery Compound,
and a new, happy and healthinl life will
_ be yours,




