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Intervention in Russia.
IS IT JUST?

•«iff"?
(By J. R. SMALLWOOD, of the Telegram Répertoriai Staff)

That question, In my sincere opin­
ion, cannot be rightly answered by 
twenty people In Newfoundland. "An­
swers’’ may be forthcoming In num­
bers; but, as no one can formulate a 
reliable opinion on any question, 
much less that ot Russia, unless he has 
the facts, all the facts and nothing but 
the tacts at his conscious disposal, a 
logical answer cannot be made. It la 
no exaggeration to say that we In New­
foundland, as. Indeed, It Is with the 
people ot the whole world, have not 
the facts of this perplexing case. True 
we have received countless newspaper 
correspondents’ despatches from Rus­
sia; thoee, under çrdinary circum­
stances, would not be reliable, and 
under present circumstances they are 
a thousand times more unreliable. In 
the first place the despatches are sent 
by newspaper men (mostly American) 
and, although I would have nothing to 
aay against the newspaper profession 
In general, I will say that the corres­
pondents In Russia do not wire their 
papers the facts, all the facts and no­
thing but^he facts. In the first place, 
they are not actually in that part of 
Russia with which we are now con­
sumed, but all ot them swarm around 

3n the territory occupied by British 
and other soldiers. Imagine a small 
frontier town where a dozen, say, 
newspaper men are billeted. Each re­
presents a great newepapgr or a 
greater news agency. Their papers or 
agencies expect a certain amount of 
copy from them, and the more start­
ling and sensational it Is the better 
they are pleased and the better pay 
the correspondent receives. The cor­
respondents do not disappoint 
them. I would not either it I were 
there. I would turn out the most sen- 
eatlonal, glaring and hair-raising 
Btorles that my brain was capable of 
producing. I could do It here, without 
going out of the country at all, and 
roy “despatches" would send cold 
•hivers down your spine. All I would 
have to do would be to look up the 
history ot Chinese torture and I would 
have an acceslble fountain ot "Rus­
sian Horror" stories. There is also the 
individual competition between the 
correspondents, and we should not 
wonder at the stories sent back -by 
them.

Now, our only Idea of conditions in 
Rqssla, with here and there an ex­
ception, has been gained from the 
newspaper stories. That such are un­
reliable, It not actually ficti­
tious, will not be denide. It stands 
to reason, therefore, that our concep­
tion of the Russian Revolution, the 
Russian Debacle, the Russian Horror 
and all ot the others Is all wrong, dis­
torted and unreliable.

You have been in Courts? I shall not

forget my first case. The lawyer tor 
the prosecution stated hia case, ex­
amined his witnesses and mads his 
speech or delivered his argument, and 
I mentally decided that it would be 
nothing lees that a six months’ sen­
tence. Then yte defense began and 
ended. The prisoner was dismissed.

You see what I mean. A reliable op­
inion cannot be formed unless we 
have all the facte and first hear both 
sides ot the story.

Thep let us, for the while, dismiss 
all former ideas and “opinions" of the 
Russian question and treat it accord­
ing to the facts. At present we are 
lamentably deficient In them and it is 
hard to arrive at any conclusions 
without them.

Before the late Revolution started 
there was a big organization in Rus­
sia known as the Social Democratic 
Party. This party, comprised of Trade 
Unionists and Socialists, (the latter 
being further advanced in ideas than 
the former) took in all of the Russian 
people:, with the exception, of course, 
of the bourgeoise or non-producing 
classes. Now, the ambitions and as­
pirations of every man in that great 
party were identical. They all believed 
and still believe that land, mines, in­
dustries and all means of production 
should be owned and controlled by all 
of the people, instead ot by a few capi­
talists. They were unanimous in this, 
but differed in their opinions of how 
their objective was to be reached.

The majority considered that the 
best way was direct action or blood­
less revolution. The minority thought 
that the better way was evolution. 
They said that they should wait and 
keep educating everybody up to the 
ideals of the S. D. P. The two wings 
of the Party were known as “majori­
ties" and "minorities," or, in the Rus­
sian language, Bolsheviks *nd Men­
sheviks, pronounced, respectively, 
"Bul-sh-week." and "“Men-sh-week,” 
with the emphasis in each case on 
the flrdt and last syllables.

The Bolshevik Wing, having arrived 
at the conclusion, immediately began 
their work, organized and in a short 
time had the great land in a bloodless 
revolution. They set up a popular 
government, oppointed ministers of 
different departments and abolished 
private property, appropriating all 
lands and industries to the state. In 
every village, town and city local 
councils were formed, and those, 
known as Soviets, appointed their dir­
ect representatives to Government. 
This, of course, made it a Soviet Gov­
ernment.

As soon as the Revolution got under 
way the Mensheviks or most ot them 
joined with the Bolshevik Wing and 
are with that wing to-day. The only
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ones against the Combined Party are 
the bourgeoise or. as the Russians 
call them, the Intelligentes, meaning 
non-producing classes.

Frankly I may state that I do not for 
one ‘baoment believe the stories of 
murder and bloodshed that have been 
sent from Russia. I sincerely believe 
that they emanated from the fertile 
brains of highly imaginative newspa­
per men. You remember how many 
stories of the Tsar’s death came frdm 
Russia? One correspondent had seen 
him shot before the eyes of his wife 
and children, and the latter clung to 
his knees and begged the soldiers for 
God’s sake not to shoot him. Another 
had seen him thrown down an old 
well and still another had seen him 
exiled to Siberia. Dozens ot similar 
ones have been published. Trotsky and 
Lenlne have been captured end shot 
about fifty times and still the game 
goes merrily on.

Now, I am not attempting a defense 
of Bolshevism. I do not persume to de­
fend Trotsky or Lenlne. My \pbject is 
to lay before the reader a tew tacts 
not widely known. I would like to 
counteract the strange idea that the 
Russians are a nation of cut-throats 
and murderers. That some unfortunate 
killings did take place in the Revolu­
tion I am prepared to admit In a coun­
try like Russia, where the people had 
been ground down in the dust and suf­
fered the agony and misery of the 
iron-heel of desporlsm scrunching in­
to their faces, there were bound to be 
some such incidents. All of the politi­
cal prisoners were released, and, as 
there were among them a large num­
ber ot Anarchists, the possibility ot 
killings was greater. But as for the 
massacre and bloodshed and repine 
and rape and murdering I am very 
skeptical.

Lenlne said: "Russia is pictured to 
outsiders as a vast region wherein no 
such tiling as order or security is pos­
sible, where the Bolshevik! hunt 
down and murder all who are in dis­
agreement with them. We are pictured 
as a mere minority holding the rest of 
the population is check by a saturnalia 
of crime and terriorism.

“Would that the plain people could 
visit Russia and see for themselves 
the things that have been accomplish­
ed by us in the short period that we 
have been in control ; if they could see 
Petrograd find Moscow darkened at 
night, from lack of fuel for lights, as 
safe as the streets ot Europe’s or Am­
erica’s best policed cities in broad day 
light; if they could see people going 
about their business in an orderly and 
systematic manner, while at the same 
time our Red Army is fighting grimly 
and successfully on many fronts, they 
must of necessity come to the con­
clusion that all the news from Russia 
was not warranted by the facts."

He also said: “The great mistake 
abroad is the belief that only a few in 
Russia are determined to maintain the 
Russian Federated Soviet Republic. 
The truth is that only a few wish to 
overthrow it.

These few, practically all bour­
geoisie, find that under Soviet Rule 
they must perform useful work in or­
der to play any part in the govern­
ment of Russia, and their previous 
mode of getting a living prevents them 
seeing the beauty of such an arrange­
ment,"

We have all heard of Prince Kropo­
tkin, the great Russian writer and 
economist.

Prince Kropotkin, perhaps the best 
known of all living Russians among 
Englishmen, a man of unquestionable 
honour and public spirit, and Imbued 
with a scientific mind's sense of evid­
ence, has addressed a letter to George 
Brandee, the well-known Danish liter­
ary critic and essayist, end it is re­
produced in L’Humanite and the Man­
chester Guardian.

It gives us an honest picture of what 
is happening in Russia while old age 
compels its writer to devote himself 
to the task of a book on ethics.

Prince Kropotkin went to Russia 
after the fall ot the Tear's regime. On 
various occasions he had been report­
ed imprisoned and persecuted by the 
Bolsheviks.

He says in his letter: "Nevertheless, 
I protest with all my strength against 
any armed intervention ot the Allies 
in Russian affairs. Such an action 
would result in an outburst of Rus­
sian jingoism. It would give us again 
a jingo monarchy—the signs of which 
are already looming—and, mark it 
well, it would stir up amongst Rus­
sians in general an attitude hostile to 
Western Europe, which could not but 
have the most unfortunate consequ­
ences. The Americans have grasped 
this already.

"People imagine, perhaps, that they 
are supporting a Liberal Republican 
party in Koltchak and Denikin. That 
in itself is a mistake, Whatever the 
personal intentions of these two mili­
tary leaders, the majority of those who 
have gathered round them follow 
quite different aims. They would inevi­
tably bring us back a monarch, reac­
tion. and a bath of blood.

"Those ot the Allies who understand 
the situation should, therefore, re­
pudiate all armed Intervention. The 
more eo, as they would find no end of 
work to do in another direction, should 
they really want to help Russia.”

And, although he is an antl-BoIshe- 
vik: "As tor that, one may cause 
rivers of blood to flow in order to 
make the Russian people go back to 
the past, it all will be in vain.”

He also denied that he had been cap- 
» tured and ill-treated and Stated that 

hie treatment had been all that he 
could have desired.

Lieut-Coi. Bherwood Kelly, V. C„ 
made the following statement and was 
court-mart tailed for it:

"I know my action reriders me liable 
to professional penalties, and prejudi­
ces my future in the âriey, but;i am 
prepared to tike the risks in carrying 
out what I know to be my duty te' 
country and my countrymen.

"I volunteered fbr seWice in the 
North Rusala Relief Force in the si* 
cere belief that this iras needed , to 
make possible,the withdrawal of*out 
troops. The wide adverflseüenl of, this 
relief force led us to belidfe that 
fairs in North Russia were about to 
be wound up in a decisive manlier.

"Immediately after our ‘arrival In 
Archangel we received ,tjie impression 
that the policy of our officials was ngt 
what it was stated to be. This impres­
sion hardened as time went on and We 
were reluctantly driven to the con­
clusion that the troops we had been 
told were sent there for purely defen­
sive purposes Were being used for of­
fensive purpoeés on a large scale, fqr 
in the interior, in furtherance of some 
ambitions plan of campaign,, the'na­
ture of which we were not allowed, fo 
know.

"These operations were not even 
well conducted and were not calcul­
ated to benefit in a military or any 
other sense a sound and practical Brit-1 
ish policy in Russia. They only entail-;, 
ed useless lose and suffering.

"We diecovered that the much vaunt 
ed ’loyal Russian army* was composed 
largely of Bolshevik prisoners dressed 
in khaki, utterly unreliable and al­
ways constituting.a greater menace 
to our troops than the Bolshevik army 
opposing them. This was tragically de­
monstrated when the Russians mutin! 
ed and murdered their British officers.

“We discovered that the puppet Gov­
ernment set up by us in Archangel 
rested on no basis ot public confid­
ence and would fail to pieces the mo­
ment British bayonets were with­
drawn. • V' ■

“I saw British money poured out 
like water and British ljves sacrificed 
in backing this worthless army and 
keeping in power this worthless Gov­
ernment and I became convinced that 
my duty lay not in helping this mis­
taken policy, but in exposing it

“I ask that this be published, so that 
people may know the truth about the 
situation in Archangel.” ; -

Colonel Kelly said, in addition, that 
the sendfllg of British soldiers to Rus­
sia was the work.of politicians who 
were, in turn, backed by big business 
interests that were scheming to ex­
ploit Russian wealth. • -

Senator Borah, of America, sadi. re­
garding the sending ot American sold­
iers to Russia: “No despot ever sacri­
ficed his people or his soldiers in a 
more . intolerable cause or with less 
color of authority or with less Justi­
fication.

Through the manipulation and the 
machinations of foreign • powers we 
are being drawn into: a war with a 
friendly people, and our soldiers are 
being sacrificed in a matter with which 
the United States has no concern and 
against which it ought to stand un­
equivocally.”

Through his and other’s efforts the 
American soldiers were withdrawn 
from Russia, and, later still, through 
the efforts of certain big men in Great 
Britain, the British soldiers also,

William C. Ballit, an American who 
undertook a mission to Ruosia at the 
request of Colonel House, tendered 
these conclusions to the Senate upon 
his return: "No Government, save a 
Socialist Government, can be set up 
in Russia to-day except by foreign boy- 
onets, and any government eo set up 
will fall the moment euqh. support Is 
withdrawn. The Lenlne wing of the 
Communist party Is to-day as modor 
ate as any Socialist Government which 
can control Russia."

In Mr. Bullitt’s opinion the Soviet 
form of government was thoroughly 
established and he eaid that perhaps 
the most striking fact in Russia was 
tl^e general support which was given 
the government by the people in spite 
of their starvation. Indeed the peo­
ple wholly blamed the'blockade and 
the Governments which maintained it 
for their distress! "The Soviet form of 
Government seems to have become to 
the Russian people the symbol of their 
revolution. Unquestionably it is a form 
of government, which lends itself to 
gross abuse and tyranny, but it meets 
the demands of the moment in Russia 
and it has acquired so great a hold on 
the imagination of the common people 
that the women are ready to statve tor 
it and the young men to die for it”

Now a concentrated'attack by Eng­
land, France, Germany and other 
countries is projected and atfalts only 
plans.

Personally I cannot see Just why the 
Russians cannot be left to themselves. 
It their system of Government is not 
perfect that is their affair. It is not 
our business to Interfere with them. 
To my mind it would be as unfair tor 
that to happen as to have the French 
to swoop down on Newfoundland and 
bombard her ports because we had 
decided that the city should be incor­
porated.

Let the Russians look after them­
selves. A hundred and sixty six mill­
ions of people will not submit to any­
thing they do net want,4 and the.: Bol­
shevik Government has been In pow­
er in Russia now for twenty three 
months.
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If a question of price has been causing you to hold 
back from buying a Raincoat, come in and see the *1- 
most unbelievable prices at which we have marked] 
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Ladies’ Black Rubber Raincoats,
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WE KNOW YOU AL. 
don't you. remember Sweet Alice, 

Ben Boll,
|reet Alice, whose hair was so 

brown.
wept with delight when you 
gave her a smile 

N trembled with fear at your 
frown?

pi get me, Ben?

AI has changed, 
le wears a hobble skirt 
] a silhoutte like a yard ot tape 
bd she has the fashionable droop, 
I her boots are too small, 
pd her hair has been persuaded 
er the Influence of peroxide 

grow golden like the sunshine, 
: she never weeps 
v account of her complexion 
ch runs when It is wet, 
pd of you want her tc- tremble 
our frown or.anything else, 

bu’ve got to go some,
[believe me, Ben,
I ain’t what she used to 
* changed.

be.

TO-DAY’S JWIQMT IDEA.
be famous novelist sat at his desk 
ked upon a serial. " "It was late 
bight,’’ he wrote, "and the wind 
|ed with an eerie sound about the 

where the young girl stood. She 
ered with fear-and turned to run,
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