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tom $7® 00° M, for rails and material, 
397,4!6 for track laying on Jasper 
avenue, double track, and $21,710 for 
track laying on Namayo avenue, sin­
gle track. Fifteen hundred dollars 

a.s,° - acWed to pay for inspection 
and other incidentals in connection 
with the installation of the system, 
making -the coat $199,520, or approxi­
mately $200,000.

Considerable discusison of the ques­
tion followed. City Eneineer Keelev

now than was absolutely necessary.
The motion was finally put to a vote 

and was lost by the casting vote of 
Mayor McDougall. The bylaw was 
then put and carried.

The last bylaw of the evening, by­
law 169, was than read. This was to 
provide for the raising of $13.000 to 
supplement $121,000 already voted to 
provide for the cost ot

was good, and they coveted the land 
because of the coal thereon which 
was above all price. And they went 
-o McBride saying. Behold we have 
made a mistake in our survey which 
we find is not complete after all, al­
though we really thought that it was. 
Permit us therefore we pray to move 
the point zero spoken of in the order 
in council just, a little three miles to 
tlie east. And McBride said do as- it 
scemeth wise unto thee. So they 
noved the point zero as commanded 

by McBride and thereby did they rob 
tlie people who had paid their licenses 
out of tlie land where!or they had paid 
license money.

Yet McBride returned not the 
license fees but laughed them to 
scorn, saying: By the time 1 have to 
go to the country again they will have 
forgotten this tiling for they are a 
foolish people.

CHAPTER III.
Now McBride ruled over the people 

for the space of three and a half years 
and he grievously oppressed them, arid 
placed burdens on them, too grievous 
to bear, even on them that toiled plac­
ed he burdens, but on the great cor­
porations placed he none, but be­
stowed on them great riches even 
lands by thousands of acres and 
great concessions, the very heritage of 
the people.

And they that travelled from far off 
lands to sell their wares unto the 
merchants of the land, these he also 
levied tribute of. And the merchants 
and traders taxed he also, verily 
doubly taxed he them; their stock tax­
ed he, also their book debts whether 
good or bad until the burden of taxa­
tion became unbearable.

And the people cried aloud saying; 
My Lord have mercy on thy servants, 
yet McBride heeded not, for was not 
ne standing in with the children of 
Mammon even the corporations.

So the corporations taxed he not.
And they of South East Kootenay 

even they that prospected for coal said 
unto him: Deal thou honorably with 
thy servants, even as thou promised 
us before we set thee on the seat of 
Turner and Prior and those who have 
ruled over us before thee. For didst 
thou not say unto us : If you make me 
a ruler over thee I will give you a 
square deal?

But McBride hardened his heart 
against them. Still they cried aloud. 
With thee lies the right to lay our 
plaint before the Lord our King that 
he may judge between thee and us.

But he answered your petitions: I 
will not receive neither will I lay 
them at the feet of my lord the King 
whose servant I am, neither shall my 
Henchman Fulton, he1 of the rubicund 
countenance, issue n fiat. For 
verily has not the Full Court held 
that I have sinned against you? 
Therefore if your petitions reach My 
Lord the King he will give judgment 
against me. Bear ye therefore your 
yokes like unto the oxen you are 
and say that you like it.

Thus did McBride abrogate the right 
held most dearly by the people save 
only the right to be tried by their 
peers.

And they that toiled in the smelters 
came unto him saying: Behold the 
hours of labor are long and cur task­
masters will not hearken unto us, 

therefore thy servants that tne 
hours of labor be reduced.

So in the fullness of time a bill was 
before the house whereby -ie hours oi 
labor would be shorted but McBride 
oecause he loved not the common peo­
ple, and Harry of Ymir, he of the 
gladsome hand, because he had re­
ceived a message of fire from Trail, 
.hey voted against the bill. But Mac­
donald, he they called the leader oi 
-ne common people, he voted for the 
bill. For is it not recorded so in the 
cnronicles of the session, even in 
Hansard.

ers and heelers and went into the 
high places end into the cities and 
held conventions and chose their 
leaders to go to the tents of the coun­
cil.

And it came to pass that the Mo- 
Brideites held a convention in Trail, 
which is in the Land of Ymir. And 
behold Harry, he of the gladsome 
.'land, arose and said : Appoint me a 
ruler over thee that I may sit in the 
Council of the people, even with tlie 
Prophet McBride. And they answer­
ed him saying: Get thee hence and 
torment us not, for "we will have none 
of thee;‘for didst thou not vote against 
the eight hour bill? .

And Harry spoke saying: Verily did 
I vote against the bill for did I not 
receive a message of fire, even from 
ÿe, commanding me in my courses. 
And they all cried aloud denying it 
and saying: Thou didst not receive 
any message.

But Harry put his hand in to liis 
pocket and drew forth the message of 
fire, and he handed it to them that 
were in the chamber that they might 
read and be satisfied.

And the name that was signed to the 
message of fire was even that of J. H. 
Schofield, he that they would appoint 
to the Council in the place of Harry, 
and they were exceedingly dismayed. 
Then was there much clamoring, for 
they wanted to hand Harry the 
lemon, and verily they were put up 
against it in the worst way.

Then again arose Harry and said: 
Verily, verily, shall Schofield usurp 
my place in the Council, but this shall 
be the price thereof. Behold, bring 
me in black and white the promise 
of the appointment of Deputy Com­
missioner of Lands and Works even 
on a silver salver bring it me, and 
bring it quick, and I myself will 
nominate Schofield to represent you 
in the Council, even Schofield the 
servant of the great Octopus. But 
they Would not.

But. the company of the people got 
busy and scratched up some sort of 
appointaient for Harry so as to ai>- 
pease him and once more all was 
peace in the Land of Ymir. But 
Harry kept the message.

And the rest of tlie acts of McBride, 
what he did and what he left undone, 
are they not written in the book of In­
competent Premiers, even in Hansard?

And he did evil in the sight of the 
electors and walked in the way of 
Turner and Prior, who made the peo­
ple tired.
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To Proceed With Various Work. 
Voting on Bylaws Feb. 24th To 

Double Track Namayo.

Men Demand Investigation Into Con­
ditions of Timbering—This Ques- 
tion Will be Discussed at Joint,— paving and

for the laying of the street railway 
track in conjunction with the pav­
ing. The bylaw was carried without 
much discussion to be voted upon on 
February 24th.

Meeting on Feb. 10th.

F0t tlie third evening this week 
the city council last night held a four 
hour session to discuss civic matters 
find to endeavor to place everything 
on a sound working basis, and it was 
past midnight before the completed 
their work. Several very important 
matters were discussed and decided 
at this adjourned meeting. The city 
commissioners gave as comprehensive 
a statement as possible regarding the 
amount already expended, and the 
amount- yet to be used in street pav­
ing and the laying of the street car 
lines. The matter has not been made 
particularly clear as yet, but has been 
allowed to rest for the present. The 
decision to lay a double car track on 
Namayo avenue from Jasper to the 
C N R. tracks and the passing of a 
number of money by-laws aggregating 
$336.500 were the outstanding features 
of the evening’s deliberations.

From the figures quoted by Com­
missioner Kinnaird, it is estimated 
that the laying of a single line of 
street railway costs about $72,000 per 
mile. The cost of paving McDougall, 
Jasper and Namavo to the C.N.R. 
tracks is $208,000, and of laying" à 
double car line on the paved por­
tions of Jasper and Namayo avenue to 
the C.N.R. about $213,000.

The by-laws passed to raise money 
for various municipal improvements 
in the city aggregate $386.500. This 
with other by-laws to be passed will 
make up the $850,000 debentures to 
be sold shortly. The by-laws passed 
were as follows:
No. Amount. Use.

High level traffic bridge 
Local improvements. 
Debenture Deficit. 
Street railway system. 
Telephone system. 
Electric light system. 
Isolation hospital.
Fire protection.
Street paving.

$386.500
Commissioner Kinnaird Explains.
In explaining the question of the 

cost of the street railway,

Fernie, Jan. 31—H. Hurd, general 
manager of the Crow’- Nest Coal com­
pany, said today that he expected 
the strike at Coal Creek will soon be 
settled. The men claim that the man­
agement have altered the conditions 
of timbering in such a way that it 
means a reduction in the wages and 
they demand an investigation.

The company, however, declined to 
allow the old methods <V timbering to 
continue and refused permission for 
the men to go to work unless they tim­
bered under the new arrangement, 
which they refused .0 do.

Other minor grievances were settled 
last night. A conference with the man­
agement will be held and the question 
of timbering will be discussed at a 
meeting of the joint board of oper­
ators aand employes on February 10th. 
It is not believed that the strike will 
spread to the other properties of the 
same company.

railway arose from the prevailing high 
price of material and labor. The track 
laid, however, was of the most mo­
dem plan. Eighty .pound rails were 
M:ng laid on an 8-inch concrete base. 
He believed the cost of the street 
railway compared very favorably with 
that in other cities, considering the 
cost of material and labor.

Used Money Elsewhere.
Several by-laws to provide for the 

issuing of debentures for various 
amounts for municipal improvements 
were then brought forward to be read. 
Aid. Bellamy raised the question of 
what would be done with the $850,090 
worth of debentures to be issued. He 
wanted to know if it was to be used 
for new or old work. Commissioner 
Kinnaird explained that some of the 
money voted for certain purposes had 
been used for other more urgent pur­
poses. This had been made necessary
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The Moroccan Debate.
Paris, Jan. SO—'The debate on the 

interpellation regarding Morocco was 
continued in the chamber of deputies 
today. The discussion was devoid of 
interest, saving for M. Jaure’s insist­
ency that rapproachmerot between 
France and Germany was necessary 
for the peace of Europe. The majority 
in favor of sustaining the policy of 
the government in Moroceo was 336, 
the voting 428 to 92
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Situation in Persia Critical.
Odessa, January 31.—A despatch has 

been received from Julenia, on the 
Russo-Persian frontier, saying the 
situation in Tadriz is critical. Re­
volution armies are in possession of 
the town and the numbers are in­
creasing constantly. Bands of in­
surgents are marching, looting 
houses and terrorizing people. The 
government has no control over the 
situation. Tlie European residents 
barricaded themselves in their houses 
and appealed to the Russian consul 
for the Cossacks. The Viceroy of 
Caucasus has ordered the Russian 
troops to Julenft.’
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cases wnere the work was more im­
portant. Commissioner Kinnaird 
stated that he realized that it was a 
bad practice, but the circumstances 
warranted it.

Aid. Armstrong spoke very strongly 
in favor of issuing debentures for 
work before it was started, and thus 
keeping the accounts seperate.

Money By-laws Passed.
The council then proceeded to hear 

the various money by-laws read, and 
to discuss and pass them. By-law 165 
to provide the sum of $40,000 to im­
prove and extend the municipal tele­
phone system was read. This includ­
ed the balance ofjthe cost of the Lor- 
Irner system, amf the wiring of the 
city of Edmonton. It included the 
cost of the 300 pair cable across the 
Saskatchewan river, but did not in­
clude tile cost of wiring Strathcona. 
The total cost of the new telephone 
system was estimatê3~fo be $105,000. 
A by-law .passed by a previous council 
authorized the issue of $65,000 de­
bentures which it was estimated was 
euffiicent for the 600 ’phones at first 
thought to be enough. The addition­
al cost was caused by the decision 
to install a 1,200 phone system, the 
cost of wiring, etc. This by-law was 
passed after some discussion, to be 
voted upon on February 24th, 1908.

By-law 166 to provide for the issue 
of $60,000 debentures to pay for the 
projected improvements, additions 
arid extensions to the electric lighting 
system of the city was then read. 
There was considerable discussion by 
the aldermen over this question, as it 
was not very clearly understood. It 
was explained that the estimated cost 
of the new plant was $140,000, $10,000 
more would be required for the lead 
line from the proposed site of the 
plant on the Gibbons property to the 
city. This portion would not now 
lie needed ag the plant was to be 
placed on the old site in the city, but 
although it was suggested that the 
£10,000 might be deducted from the 
$60,000 it was not carried out. Thirty 
thousand dollars more was required 
to pay for the extensions and im­
provements to the present plant dur­
ing the past year. A by-law had 
been passed last year to raise $120,000 
and the $60,000 now being provided 
for was to make up the balance of the 
sum required. The by-law was car­
ried, and will be submitted to the 
ratepayers on February 24th.

Bylaw 167 was the next bylaw read. 
This provided for the raising of $5,000 

to supplement the $10,000 and $15,000 
already voted upon to pay for the er­
ection and equipment of the Isola­
tion hospital. This brings'the total 
cost of this hospital up to $30,000.

Whew!” said some one in the vi«_

.. Commis;
kioner Kinnaird stated that when this 
question was first discussed it was 
determined to carry on the street pav­
ing in. conjunction with the laying of 
the street car rails. In order to place 
the /matter of paving on a proper 
basis, it was decided that the city at 
large should pay the cost of the pav­
ing fronting on a bare street. In con­
sideration of the fact that Jasper ave­
nue was 100 feet in width, and the 
principal business street of the city, 
a greater portion Of the "paving of this 
street should be borne by the city at 
large than on other streets. In view 
of this fact a report made by the City 
Commissioners in November, 1906. 
was adopted. This report provided 
that on Jasper avenue one-third of 
the cost of paving the street should 
be charged to the municipality at 
large, and two-thirds to the property 
owners, both chargee to spread over 
a period of twenty years. On other 
streets, one fifth of the cost of paving 
was to be charged to the municipal­
ity at large and four-fifths to the pro­
perty owners at twenty year terms 
On streets not paved the full cost 
of paving that portion of the street 
used by the street railway was charg­
ed to the street railway system, and 
debited to the city at large.

Coming down to figures in the mat­
ter of the pavement. Commissioner 
Kinnaird stated that the total cost 
of paving and laying rails on Jasper 
avenue from Ninth street to Kinistino 
avenue was estimated to be $206,363 
.95. Of this $97,416.04 was chargeable 
to the street railway system, $59,766.60 
to the municipality at large, and $49.- 
181.31 to the property frontage own­
ers. There are altogether 5,943 feet 
to be paved on Jasper avenue, of 
which 3,055 feet are already paved, 
leaving 1,888 to be paved, on which 
rails are to be laid.

The cost of street paving on Mc­
Dougall street from College avenue 
to Isabella, on Jasper from Ninth 
street to Kinistino avenue, and on Na­
mayo avenue from Jasper to the C.
N. R. tracks, is estimated to be $208,- 
000. Of this $114,000 is charged to 
the municipality and $94,000 to the 
property frontage owners. For this 
$50,000 has already been provided by 
by-law, leaving $158,000 to be still 
provided for Of the $114,000 charged 
to the municipality at large $46,875 
will be charged to the street railway 
system, leaving $67,125 of the cost 
to be actually borne by the city.

This cost of paving has been appor­
tioned as follows: For, McDougall 
avenue, $63,480; Jasper avenue, First 
to Ninth street, $61,277.51; Jasper 
ai’ebiie. First to Kinistino, $47,720.40; 
and Namayo avenue from Jasper to 
C.N.R. tracks, $34,514; $1.000 for in- 
kpection and other necessaries has 
been included, bringing the total cost 
up to $207,941.91 or approximately 
$208,000.

Tile, estimated cost of the street 
railway system on Jasper avenue from 
Ninth street to Kinistino avenue, dou­
ille track ; on Namayo avenue from 
Jasper avenue to the C.N.R. single 
track; and switches and turnouts on 
Namayo avenue and First street is 
$200,000. There is approximately 14,- 

% 300 feet of single track, or about 2% 
miles. This will cost about $72,000 
per mile. One hundred and twenty- 
thousand dollars of this total cost has 
already been provided for, leaving 
$80.000 to still be provided; $79,000 
worth of material has been purchased 
for the street railway, which will be 
sufficient for approximately six miles j od, 
of single track, leaving sufficient ma- ! Fe 
terial on hand to build another three I 
miles nf railway after that on Jasper 1 1
and Namayo is built. Of the amount ‘ by
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CHAPTER IV.
And it came tp pass that they that 

dwelt into tne Simikamepn were in 
sore need of transportation and beheld 
one named Hill came from the Land 
ot Sam and said: Verily will I give 
unto the transportation and that 
vithout price or subsidy, the land 
looks good to me. Then did the 
boodlers and the hsele.e and the 
lobbyists for the Octopus, even tlie 
C.P-R. come and say unto McBride: 
Permit thou not this thing, but pay 
us a subsidy of $1,600,000 and we will 
in the fulness of time give unto tlie 
people of the Similkameen transporta­
tion ; do this and all ahall be well with 
thee. And McBride answered: It 
shall be even as you direct.

And behold there arose in the 
caucus one of small stature but ot 
honest heart, even Shatford, of Simil- 
kameen and said : This thing shall not 
be, for it is not right in my sight nor 
in the sight of my people; verily, 
verily, I say unto you, if thou doest 
this thing, I will proclaim it upon the 
housetops until thy name shall be a 
eproach amongst the people and 

they arise and, drive them from the 
seals of the mighty. And behold 
another arose and said likewise; and 
McBride trembled, for he knew tnat 
they were honest of purpose and that 
the people would hearken unto them. 
80 McBride had to Crawfish.

And there came unto McBride the 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and 
Works and said; Behold I have wax­
ed fat these three and a half years past 
and the burden of my wealth is so 
much I can no longer serve My Lord, 
the King; I require my whole time 
1er looking after my Boodle. And 
McBride answered saying: Well done 
thou true and faithful servant, give 
me thy resignation, and I will give 
thee thy freedom and will go to the 
people before they have time to ask 
any awkward questions; for it is 
rumored about that thou hast been 
mixed up in a questionable land grab.

80 the Chief Commissioner resign­
ed, but many transgressions had he 
committed against the people and the 
promises that he had made them. 
Nevertheless he waxed exceeding rich, 
having taken council of them that 
were called “A Band of Adventurers.”
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