
SECOND DAY OF TEACHERS’ ASSO
CIATION CONVENTION.

tem poles
camping excusons. This woud ap
peal to the boys. This could be done 
out of doors during the fine weather.
The very elementary principles Of 
good sanitation could be brought in 
incidentally during the school hours.
I do not think anything better should 
be done with the subject than this.

“I believe on the other hand domes
tic science has a very strong claim 
to consideration in-secondary educa
tion. I believe strongly in there be
ing technical high schools established 
for those who wish training in the in
dustrial arts. Domestic science would 
naturally find its place there, as a 
certain amount of knowledge of this 
subject- might well be required of 
those who are studying in the general 
high school."

mente, whether they be mounds, to-' 
pyramids, statues, paint- 

ingstor tapestries,
In"a certain sdnse we are all his

torians, for where one man tells what 
he has though there are ten who tell 
what they have seen or felt,1 So while 
our actions are making history our 
tongues are reciting it.

Since history is the record of man’s 
«étions it is essentially made up of 
many biographies, the knowledge of 
which should help to produce a man 
fitted in the highest degree for the 
duties of citizenship.

He knows events itl their causes, 
connection and results; he exercises 
judgment on the right or wrong of the

Saturday’s Session.

The Northern Alberta Teachers’ as
sociation, which this week held its 
eleventh annual convention in Ed
monton, was organized in 1896, When 
Mr. k. W. Mackenzie was its first pre
sident."

At the. first meeting held in 18!I7 
there were 23 teachers present, this 
year there were over-225 in attend
ance. It was arranged at the start 
that the conventions should be held 
alternately in Edmonton and Strath- 
eona. ' As the school districts increase, 
however, it may be considered advis
able to hold these conventions at oth
er ■poirtts, such as Vegreville and Wg- 
taskiwin.

The territory represented by the as
sociation is a vast one, as is evident 
from the fact that Inspector Loucks 
can truthfully says lie covers an area 
of more than 10,000 square miles—hjs 
inspectorate ranging from Daysland on 
the south to the fringe oi the Arctic 
ocenn.

action recorded; he recognizes that 
general laws or principles underlie 
historical facts. And here we come to 
one of the difficulties of text books, 
namely, that no mind is absolutely 
unbiassed, and mo matter what they 
profees, historians form a hypothesis 
and shape events and characters to 
conform to it. Three witnesses of a 
street disturbance report it in three 
different ways, and each believes 
bimself truthful. Again, we find an 
event recorded with blare of trumpets, 
but the influences that have been at 
work developing new thoughts and 
ideas, moulding public opinion for the 
psychological moment — these in
fluences are-often unmentioned, and 
while it was a Columbus or a Magel
lan that gained immortality by brav
ing the unknown dangers of the At
lantic or the Pacific, the "generations 
of eea-faring men that prepared them 
for the great undertaking lie entomb
ed in the dark untenanted places of 
th* past.

Our chief benefactors ere unhonored 
and unsung, and it may well be said 
that the most important part of our 
history has been lost beyond recovery. 
We want to get deeper than wars, 
congresses and the things that per
tain to kings. We want to see the 
court, thg camp, the senate, but also 
the nation, and we find it not in 
history but in story, in some of those 
delightful romances1 the novelist has 
woven from fragments the historian 
had thrown aside.

Value of Historical Romances.
In our public schools we deal main

ly with the personal, social and politi
ck! aspects of history; in our lower 
grades with the personal almost en
tirely. and the teacher who would 
achieve success in depicting character 
must needs be widely read. There is 
no more delightful reading than the 
historical romance or drame, and the

R.rg. UEWKIMS, M.A.
Supervisor of -Htrathvona schools, newly 

elected president of the Northern Alber
ta Teachers" Association.

An indication oil-; how rapidly Alber
ta js" -being settled is "Qie fact in i 
Inspector Tkibaudeaifs district tfiuiie 
35 new schools havh been formed since' 
last March.

There -ate three inspectors in the. ,1 
Northern Alberta district—Inspector 
jEllis, Inspector Ross and Inspector 
Loucks. Inspector Ellis’ has super
vision of all territory in Alberta north

rd west of Edmonton," and 56 miles 
the eastî^ Tlierc.. are 125 .echools 

in this territory, to wTiich he was ap
pointed two years.^go. Mr. Ellis, who 

is a graduate "m Arts of Queer's tini- 
versify/came west six-years ago.

Inspector Loucks received his ap
pointment one year ago, having pre
viously been principal of the Medi
cine Hat school. His territory ranges 
from Daysland on the south to the 
North Pole, from Mundare on fhe 
east to Lloydmiustcr. There are as 
yet just 103 -schools in this territory, 
but the school districts are rapidly 
being formed. Mr. Loucks, like Mr. 
Ellis-took ' his degree in Arts at old 
Queen’s, and is also a graduate of the 
Ontario Normal College.

Inspector John Ross, who had the 
distinction of organiizng an educa
tional system for the Yukon territory, 
after his appointment in 1901 Commis
sioner of Education there. He came 
west several years ago, and has 
taught in several Albertan schools, 
becoming finally principal of Edmon
ton High Schbol. From here he went 
in 1901 to Dawson to form an educa
tional system for the Yukon. Having 
put it on a working basis he returned 
to Edmonton, and accepted an inspec
torate here. His district now consists 
of 143 schools, the limits of the terri
tory supervised being from the west
ern line of . Alberta east to Beaver 
lake, and from Strathcona south to 
Wetaskiwin.

Inspector Thibaudeau, who also at
tended the convention, belongs to the 
Central Alberta association, and has 
168 schools under liis supervision, 3 
of which are city schools.

Superintendent McCaig, of the Ed
monton city schools, and past presi
dent of the Teachers’ association of 
Northern Alberta, has been in the 
West for the past ten years. For six 
years he was principal of Lethbridge 
school becoming the provincial in
spector and vice-principal of the Nor
mal College. A' year ago he was ap
pointed superintendent of city schools 
in Edmonton. Mr.-McCaig has taken 
degrees in Arts from Toronto and 
Queen’s universities.

Officers For 1908,
The officers for the ensuing year 

were elected at Friday afternoon are 
President. R. S. Jenkins, M.A., 

Strathcona.- ,
Vice-president, Walter Scott, B.A. 

Edmonton.
2nd vice-president, Mr. Rogers, Ve

greville.
3rd vice-president, Miss Morson, 

Wetaskiwin-
Secretary-treasurer, R. H. Dobson, 

Strathcona.
Paper an History.

Miss Genevieve Macdonald’s paper 
upon “How and When History Should 
be1 Introduced into Public Schools, 
read at yesterday‘e session of the 
convention, was as follows:

Carlyle has said that of all mand 
kind there is »o tribe so rude tluit it 
lias not attempted history. History 
is the first distinct product-of man’s 
spiritual nature, his earliest expres
sion of what can be called thought. 
It has been written with feather pic
tures and wampum belts, with earth 
mounds and stone .heaps. From the 
earliest ages mankind seems to have 
endeavored in some way to leave its 
impress on the rocks of time, and the- 
most interesting history of any na
tion is to be found in its achdcve-

taking up arms against hie1-country 
and the greater mistake of joining- the 
rabble of another country against hfs 
own, cost him years of exile when he 
might have been useful at home. The 
faults in otherwise great men warn 
us of rocks on which we may wreck 
our lives.

Besides the personal element, we 
study the development along social 
and political lines, the former to un
derstand our duties to our iellow- 
men and the value of principle in 
public conduct; the latter, to under
stand our duty to our country as in
telligent citizens. Knowing thé 
social system of the old countries, 
where the peasant is trodden under 
foot, we glory in our democracy, 
which places1 all men on a footing of 
equality, and we appreciate the 
liberty we now enjoy if we are famfi 
liar with the struggle for responsible 
government in the days of the Family 
Compact,

Since history hingee on men and 
their actions, we introduce it natur
ally by means.of biography. In On
tario they start it in standard III., 
in Manitoba not until standard V., in 
British Columbia in the intermediate 
grades, while on our program it ap
pears in standard II. • The recounting 
of simple narratives in earlier stan
dards leads up to history in later 
standards. For the first stages if we 
get away from everything connected 
with time or space, we get (he best 
perspective of a character. So far 
this preparatory work in biographical 
stories most interesting material is to 
be found in the men of the Bible 
Joseph, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob. David 
and others.

In Joseph we see his father’s 
favorite receiving the choicest gifts 
and incurring the hatred of his 
jealous brothers. Then their revenge 
and the vicissitudes- of his life, until 
we find him the trusted adviser at the 
Egyptian court. His^ wisdom at 
court, the foresight he "displayed in 
storing up grain against the. lean 
time approaching, the generosity 
with which he treated his brothers. 
These and other phases afford a 
fertile field for character study, and 
others are equally interesting.

These biographies in stories in stan
dard I. serve as an introduction to 
the biographies required in standard 
II. Some of these Biblical charac
ters might be given in the first part 
of standard II., because the teaching 
of history should not be begun with
out some basal teaching in geo
graphy. In the Junior Second 1 
would teach the continents, the rela
tion of North America to the other 
continents and the relation of the 
Great Lakes and the St. Lawrence to 
North America.

Next take up the mode of life of the 
Indians, their superstitions, their 
knowledge of the medicinal proper
ties of plants, their nature as it differ
ed from the white man's nalkine.

R. H. DOBSON, B.A.
Principal of Duggan Street school, 

Strathcona, newly eleetej secretary of 
the Northern Alberta Teachers’ Associa
tion.

culture value is incalculable. In a 
novel like Ivauihoe we see people as 
they lived, their dress, homes, their 
meals and their method of serving; 
we see the Saxon contrasted with the 
Norman both in actions and in trend 
oi thought; we hear the distinctive 
language of each—the Norman word 
for the product of civilization, the 
Saxon for tire raw material. In all, 
we get a grasp of the life of the 
time, the wide gulf that- yawned be
tween conquered and conqueror. For 
intimate knowledge-of the Crusaders 
read the Talisman, and for the days 
of chivalry The White Company. 
Henry Esmond gives us the literature 
and manners of the eighteenth cen- 
tury, _while Woodstock deals with 
.the gTeat rebellion.

In the historical drama, besides a 
broad view o! our characters, we 
have morals sharply pointed, and 
morality is one of the great lessons 
history teachers. The throne Henry 
IV. gained by treachery was held in 
constant fear of treacherous friends. 
The Richard III. of Shakespeare, is 
the picture of remorse, haunted by his 
murdered nephews. And so’on—we 
see the men as they realty were, and 
tlie interest being aroused we have 
vivid and lasting impressions of the 
characters. There is "no greater in
tellectual exercise than these histori
cal works either for the teacher who 
has to reed extensively as for those of 
professions not so highly honored.

And of what use is this knowledge 
of human nature? Knowing the 
deeds and habits of men and the re
sults of their actions, we are better 
able to direct our own lives. We 
leam much from the mistakes of 
others and become fitted for present 
duties through an understand of the 
life and doings of humanity in past 
ages. W’e find that there is no limit 
to what can be accomplished if one 
ideal is always before us, and wp 
don’t count the cost, and at the same 
time we see the failures of those who 
were not true to their, ideals. Alfred 
the Great and Bruce, each working 
without thought ol .self for his coun
try, saw the desires of his heart ac
complished, while on the other "hand 
Wolsey brought about his own down
fall trying to serve two masters.

Defect* of Great Men.
W’e see how many splendid charac

ters are marred by some defect that 
might have been overcome. Tron- 
tenac, one of the ablest men of New 
France, his heart set,on extending the 
dominions of France and profiting by 
the lur trade, "not caring how disas 
trous to the Indians was the use of 
liquor and hot seeing that what was 
best for the individual was in the 
end best for the country.

William Lyon Mackenzie had so 
much justiçe in -h'is cause he would 
in time have gained enough support 
to accomplish his aims-, but he was 
too hasty. The mistake he made in

Causes of Great Events.
Then we are ready for the actual 

history required. In dealing with 
Columbus, the first character on the 
curriculum, I would notice three 
things that made for the discovery of 
America—first, the invention of the 
compass, enabling sailors to go 
farther on the ocean; second, the in
vention of gunpowder, which made 
men unafraid of encountering un- 
kiovn tribes; and third, the discovery 
that the earth was round, and the 
subsequent one that India could be 
reached by sailing west- These three 
made the discovery of America a pos 
sibility, and besides there was an 
urgent cause for another route to In
dia. This was the capture of Con
stantinople by the Turks in 1456 
shutting off the caravan route over
land and compelling men to look for 
a new way.

Coming to Canada, we have taught 
enough geography to give a local 
habitation and events. Further aids 
to teaching Canadian history are pic
tures. maps, newspaper clippings and 
books. Pictures of people, forts, etc., 
always arouse interest, and in con
nection with this I might mention the 
class scrap book, for which the chil
dren will bring more than enough 
material. A teache’r scrap book con
taining newspaper clippings is a 
good idea. Maps showing plans of 
forts and battles stimulate the im
agination.

Our text books are Clement’s, and" 
the Public School History, and the 
most lenient critic could hardly call 
them interesting, but we are fortunate 
in having many excellent works that 
deal with the subject.

In Bourinol’s Story of the Nation 
series we get a good idea of the early 
Indian tribes and the French ex
plorers. Miller’s brief biographies 
give condensed information that can 
be worked up by the skilful teacher. 
Marquis’ stories also are useful. In 
Pathfinders of the West we learn the 
dangers and .trails that beset the 
earlier explorers, and in The Last of 
the Mohicans, beside the Indian’s 
cuelty, we see the nobility of the 
coureur de bois and the glamour o 
the life that "attracted him. Parker’s 
“Seats of the Mighty” and Kerby’s 
Le Chien d’Or give interesting des
criptions of the manner of life that 
obtained in New France, though not 
suitable for reading in the school
room. Saul’s books are good ior a 
class as supplementary reading, but 
Henty’s are apt to spoil a boy for the 
drier text book he must come to later.

Canadian and British History.
Next to these biographies we find in 

standard III. Canadian and British 
history, and as it is better, I think, 
not to teach them concurrently, I 
would take up British history in the 
first part of standard III, continuing 
along the line» followed in senior 
standard II.; teach the biographies 
of Caractacus, Alfred, etc., still orally, 
and if you find the light you throw 
on their lives growing dim you will 
find ample fuel in First Stepk in the 
History of England, by Mowry. An
other reason why I would take Bri
tish history in the first part of stan
dard Ill. is the similarity between the 
early Britons and the Indians here, 
with whose lives the class is now 
familiar. We find the same flinty 
tipped arrows, the dress in the skins 
of animals, the food obtained by the 
chase, etc. In introducing the differ
ent races that inhabited the island, 
it is well to dwell on why they came. 
And here we can again co-relate with 
Canadian history.

There was not much difference be
tween the soldier and the explorer. 
Caesar as well as Lamplain was ex-; 
Tending an empire. The class will 
readily infer that Caesar would punisji 
the Brttdfes for helping his enemieq, 
the Gauls. “-The wanderlust of the 
Vikings was thereatne in Hengist as 
it was in Cartier, as it is. in many a 
lad whose home is by the sea. Thp 
effects of civilization <m savage 
tribes can be seen when the English 
came in contact with the Normans. 
Probably, as the Indian learned-♦ the 
vices of civilization first, the English 
did also, but we see that finally t*ie 
better things triumphed.

In connection with- British history 
there are many standard works that 
should be in every teacher’s library. 
The Child’s History of England is ex
cellent for the class room. Green is 
good on social development and reacts 
like a novel Hallum gives us the 
middle" ages and MacCaulay the Ste
wart period.

In the biographies it is hard to 
teach the later politicians, like Mac
donald, Thompson and Laurier. 
These could be treated much better 
in a more advanced, say standard V:, 
and might then be taught in connec
tion with a course of civics, which 
could be introduced in this stan
dard. In this respect we might with 
advantage follow the example of oqr 
cousins across the line. Some refer
ence to political organizations is made 
in the various acts, but teaching 
along these lines should be more ex
plicit and should be part of a formal 
course in civics, the science that 
treats of citizenship and the relations 
between citizens and government.

Text Book Needed.
This course would include ethics, 

governmental methods. Law in its ap
plication, economics and civic de
velopment. As there is no text bodk 
on the subject for Canada there is in 
chance for some one to gain fame and 
fortune by compiling one.

It oeuld begin with Canada 
as1 part of the British Empire with 
monarchial government—legislative, 
executive and judicial—follow the de
velopment of popular government in 
tile Quebec and Constitutional Acts, 
Act of Union and British North 
America Act. Take up the legisla
tive branch, composed of Governor 
General, his appointment and dutieg; 
the Senate and House of Commons, 
their composition, duties and powers. 
Under the executive branch take the 
members of the cabinet and the affairs 
controlled by each.

The judicial branch includes the 
supreme and district courts, the 
judges and how appointed.
; Deal with provincial governments 
in the same way and notice the juris
diction of the federal and provincial 
parliaments. Here we might men 
tion the advantage in naming all 
those matters under provincial con
trol, leaving the residium of power to 
the federal government. In the 
United States, where the residium of 
power is under the control of eadh 
state, awkward complications arise.

A course in civics should also in
clude municipal organizations, parti
cularly in our Own province. This 
v.-ould relate to organization in citiep. 
towns and .villages ior purposes of 
municipal government and for provid
ing education, ,j school boards, aider- 
men, commissiojpers and the powers 
of each. Wfiether these constitu
tional matters should be taught in 
this separate course or incidentally 
in connection with history may be 
open to question. At any rate, the 
youth, and past youth, too, should 
know how the , machinery—not the 
machine—of the government works, 
iq order to become a voter of value 
and to take an intelligent interest in 
tlie questions of the day, whether or 
not women should vote, or whether 
government or corporation ownership 
of railroads is better. If we have 
done anything towards turning, young 
Canada's attention to these ratters 
we have achieved some success, even 
if we see the chips fly.

Principal Rear’s Address.
The address of William Rea, M.A., 

upon the "Development of Constitu
tional Government in the West,” was 
followed with the dloeest attention, 
the assemblage obviously" feeling a 
deep interest in the subject.

His subject matter was, he said, one 
of leg.ll interest rather than a matter 
of history. As we had now attained 
to the dignity of provincial status, 
there was probably more active inter
est about what we now are than what 
existed fifteen years ago. The act 
which created the two provinces, 
though an autonomy act, did not make 
any great changes, as we had already 
almost attained to the full provincial 
autonomy by that time.

This matter of constitutional gov
ernment was one of the subjects ne
glected in our schools. Judging from 
those who came to -the high school 
he felt they had not had what instruc
tion they should in the elementary 
schools; yet it was an educative mat
ter as well as interesting, one about 
which every woman should be inform
ed as well as every man.

Where Knowledge May be Had.
There was now in a couple oi text 

books used in the schools a chapter 
upon -“How Canada is Governed.” 
More should be made of this and its 
teachings supplemented by the teach- 

Particularly should information

drained by the streams flowing into 
the Hudson Bay. For one hundred 
years "the company practically ^limit
ed its operations to this district, but 
then stimulated by the dppesition <jf 
the Montreal traders and the North
west company they gradually extend
ed their work westward,

Hudson Bay Company.
The position of the Hudson’s Bay 

company might be compared to that 
of the East India company; as lords 
proprietary of the country they had 
full privileges of governing, of estab
lishing tribunals and administering 
the Igw under the sovereignty of Eng
land. ’ As the population was sparse 
and the " company’s forts scattered, 
there was really little constitutional 
government under that regime.

In 1870 all tills, territory became 
the property of Canada. Provision 
had been made for its"vacquisition in 
the British North America act, section 
146. In the first Dominion Parlia-

r!

be given to the pupil upon the pow
ers of the Governor General, the for- 
roaation of the cabinet, the adminis
tration of the country,"how elections
are held.

"One of the best works to be read 
in this connection,” said the speaker, 
“is Clement’s Canadian Constitution. 
Tliis can be supplemented by the Brit
ish North America. act, and the Do
minion statutes—all -of which are eas
ily obtainable by any teacher. More
over dne need not be a lawyer to un
derstand or interpret these for the 
Children.”

Expressing his intention of not go
ing into detail in the work, but instead 
touching upon the landmarks of -his
tory in ihe West’s development the 
speaker continued. The first period 
of our western history extended,- he 
said, from 1670 to 1870. It was in^the 
year 1670 that a charter was granted 
to the Company of Gentlemen Adven
turers trading into Rupert’s Land, and 
the regime of this unique company 
extended to 1870.

The limits of its jurisdiction were 
not very clearly defined, but Rupert’s 
Land was supposed to be the land

WILLIAM REA, M.A.

Principal of Edmonton High School, 
whose paper on Constitutional Govern
ment was one of the features of the con
vention, is a native of Seaforth, Ont., 
received the degrees of B.A. and M.A. 
from Toronto University. He is also a 
graduate in law. President of the Pro
vincial Association of teachers in Alberta 
and a past-president of the Northern Al
berta Teachers' Association. Came to 
Edmonton from Ontario Normal College 
in 1900. Beeame Principal of High 
School here when Principal John Ross 
was appointed Commissioner of Educa
tion in the Yukon.

ment held after Coonfederation there 
was passed an address setting out for 
imperial reascons the need of extend 
ing the Dominion from the Atlantic 
to the Pacific—reasons which tlie 
sneaker felt unnecessary to repeat but 
whteh had since been realized.

The British government took up the 
matter, and it was decided that be
cause of the proprietary rights of the 
Hudson’s Bay company an act should 
be passed in England providing for 
the surrender- of these rights. This, 
known as the Rupert’s Land act, was 
passed in 1868, providing for the sur
render on terms to be arranged by 
the Imperial and Dominion govern
ments and the company.

Dominion Purchases West.
The Dominion consequently in 1869 

purchased the rights of the company 
in consideration of the payment of 
300,000 pounds, the company being 
allowed to retain land a,bout all their 
forts, amounting in all To about 50,- 
000 acres, and in addition" to this one- 
twentieth of the land that should be 
later surveyed for settlement.

In 1870 an order in council was pas
sed by the Imperial government de- 
clariiug the union of "Rupert’s Land 
aand the Northwest Territories to the 
Dominion of Canada. The Dominion 
government anticipating this act had 
already passed on act providinig for 
the provincial goveri-.men’; rf these 
western territories. A lieutenant gov
ernor was provided for. w.th a council 
to aid him in making laws.

This was never put into Operation 
as the first rebellion broke out in 
1869; then in 1870 the Manitoba act 
was passed, cyeating Manitoba a pro
vince, giving it a constitution and a 
provincial status in the Dominion. 
Since then Manitoba had abolished 
the legislative council.

It was provided in this act that the 
governor of Manitoba should be com
missioned to he governor for the re
maining territories of the West, and 
that lie should have a council to assist 
him.

Controlled From Winnipeg.
From this period, 1870, until 1875, 

when the Northwest act was passed 
by the Mackenzie administration the 
Territories were under -the control 
of Manitoba’s governor and a special 
council, their powers being defined 
from time to time by the Dominion 
government. In any case they were 
never to go beyond section 72 of the 
British North America act. In 1875 
the Northwest Territories were given a 
resident governor with five members 
appointed as a council. It was pro
vided that from time to time as the 
population grew, other members 
should be elected and when the as
semblage rose to the number of 21 
the council should he abolished and 
a legislature take its place. Amend
ments to this act were passed in 1876 
and 1877. The lieutenant governor 
and his council were given jurisdic
tion over the administration of jus
tice, solemnization of marfinge, the 
maintenance of prison, property and 
civil fights and the establishment of 
public schorls.

Under this act the West was govern
ed down to 1886 by the old Northwest 
council, a body of which some were 
elected and others appointed out
right. For the first decade the popu
lation did not increase greatly, so 
there were few additions to the coun
cil. The hope of the G. P, R. route 
runnine north to Edmonton was re
sponsible for bringing many settlers 
to the Saskatchewan valley.

The first territorial governor was 
the Hon. David Laird. The seat of 
government was held variously at 
Swan River, at Battle-ford and Regina. 
It was established at Regina in 1883. 
In 1986 as the council had increased 
to 21 a change became necessary.

Struggle in Council.
Then an amendment to the act of 

1875 was passed. With the lieutenant

governor an advisory council of four! 
members was appointed to have con- i 
trol of financial matters. This regime 
continued from 1888 to 1891, and 
marks an important period in the de
velopment of the government of the 
W -t.

Harmony did not characterize the 
earlier meetings of this council. It 
was in fact a struggle for responsible 
government that those days saw. The 
lieutenant governor, who had a seat 
in the assembly, got into opposition 
with his advisory council, and would 
not yield them the control of financial 
matters, to which they felt themselves 
entitled.

As a "result of the struggle the gov
ernor, Hon. Joseph Royal, resigned, 
and the Dominion government had to 
interfere. Henceforth the lieutenant 
governor sat apart from the assembly, 
and the control of financial matters 
was given to the assembly.

From 1891 down to 1905 the admin
istration of the Northwest Territories 
was not unlike that of The other pro
vinces. Since then the governor re
cognized the leader of the government 
as a premier and called on him to 
form a cabinet. The members of the 
council were not called ministers, but 
commissioners, as the Territories had 
not full provincial status, vet for all 
practical purposes their position was 
similar to that of ministers.

Act of 1897.
Their position Was defined more par

ticularly by the act of parliament 
(60-61 Vic.) introduced in 1897 by the 
Hon. Mr. Sifton, minister of the in
terior. The bill was planned to give 
the people of the Territories a form of 
government still more like that of the 
provinces.
' “They will have ministers,” it pro
vided, “who are responsible to the 
legislature, and the rules and preced
ents which apply to the provincial 
governments will apply to the Terri
tories.” This was a definition of the 
power which the Territorial commis
sioners had been exercising under an 
unwritten law since 1891.

Premier Haultnin, who was the first 
premier, was at the head of affairs 
from 1892 to 1905, and in this connec
tion deserved the highest praise for 
the way in which he filled his place, 
which for the last ten years was prac
tically that of a dictator. I

Party politics were not introduced 
in this assembly. Yet men say that 
party government is the only practical 
way of ruling a country !

Autonomy Act of 1905.
To coma down to the act of 1905. 

While the acts -erecting Alberta and 
Saskatchewan into- provinces may be 
regarded as the crowning event, au
tonomy in the West has been a grad
ual evolution. This has been a sound 
oolicy, and in adopting it the Do
minion government was no doubt 
guided by the-experience and difficul
ties with which Manitoba hqd to 
contend.

In becoming provinces they were 
changed rather in name than in fact, 
as they hud previously almost attain
ed to provincial rights. They were, 
however, given increased rights in 
dealing with companies and railroads, 
accorded a large revenue and the 
power and dignity that goes with the 
name.

They took over the provincial con
stitution as outlined in-sections 91, 
92 and 93 of the British North Ameri
ca act. “The legislation upon this 
matter is so recent,” said the spoaker, 
“that it is familiar to all my hearers 
and it would be out- of place to take 
up time in a discussion of it.”

provision had already been made in 
1886. after the rebellion, by the Do
minion government for representation 
of the Territories in the Federal 
house/. Alberta and Saskatchewan, 
were each given four members, which 
was to continue until the census of 
190G. It was then readjusted and in 
the next election Alberta will return 
7 members and Saskatchewan 10.

’’It is hut one year,’" concluded the 
speaker, “since Alberta was raised to 
provincial status,- when the ship of 
state was turned over to Premier 
Rutherford, who has since then guid
ed it admirably, free from rocks and 
shoals.”

STRINGENCY WILL LAST
FOR A YEAR.

T. C. Irving, of Toronto, general man
ager in Canada for Bradstreet's is in 
the city, a guest at the Windsor. Mr. 
Irving accompanied the C.P.R. party 
which included Sir Thos. Shaughnessy, 
president, and General Manager White, 
on their tour of the west, leaving the 
party at Calgary, in order that he might 
see Edmonton. The remainder of the 
party proceeded to Winnipeg, and left 
there last night for Toronto.

“I see nothing bnt the most pronounc
ed optimism in this vast western coun
try,” said Mr. living to a Bulletin rep
resentative this morning, “and the opti
mism is warrantable. There is nothing 
which justifies pessimism. You have 
the land with the mineral and vegetable 
wealth in it, and in my opinion should 
have no fears for the future for you are 
really better oft" than the east.

“1 think that the crops are perhaps 
somewliat better in the south than in the 
north of the province hut there is very 
little ctifferenc.”

“What effect is the money stringency 
having on business ?”

“I think it is not having any appreci
able effect on the volume of business be
ing done. It is having an excellent ef
fect on the country- and when it lets up 
matters will be brighter than ever be
fore. It takes a lot of money to build 
up a new country like the west and nat
urally the country will have to wait for 
the money required. I think that in
side of a year matters will be consider
ably changed.”

“I have been very much struck with 
the prospects of Edmonton and it has 
a great future before it. The financial 
standing of the firms in this city is as 
good as any city in Canada.

Number of letters received .........36.54:»
Number of returned letters and

circulars ..................     5,24:1
Number of entries in cash book 7.if, 
Number of registered letters re

ceived ....................... s................... 1,44 s
Amount of cash received ...$93.441.59
Numbers of letters sent ...............30,858
Number of receipts sent ],209
Number of circulars sent............. 20.847
Number of registered" letters'

sent ...................................  1.692
This makes a total of 104,700 con" 

munications handled hv the depart
ment during 1906, or an average nuin 
her of 349 daily.

The report next takes up the work- 
under the Steam Boilers’ act. There 
were only two prosecutions for viola
tion of the act. The number of holl
ers inspected reached 508, and the 
total fees collected amounted to $4.574. 
The inspectors are Joseph Buxton. 
Calgary, and David Eraser, Stratli- 
cona.

Department Has Surplus.
The total amount voted for public 

works at the session of 1906 was $ygo.- 
000, and-of, this $645,961.18 was ex: 
pended.

In connection with bridges, there 
was an expenditure of $233,760- In. 
alluding to bridges the report, says ; 
“Relative to .the construction of 
bridges, it might be stated that while 
quite a number of the smaller bridges 
were of timber on pile substructures, 
we find that owing to tjie increased 
price of timber that,, although steel 
and concrete cost more, wc are, in 
view of the duration and substantial
ity of such structures, justified in 
constructing them on streams requir
ing anything over fifty or sixty feet 
of bridging.” During" the year, 180 
bridges were constructed and 65 re
paired. There are fifty-three steel 
bridges in the. province.

Eight hundred and seventy-seven 
and one-third miles of fire guards 
were ploughed" in 1906, but there will 
be a falling off each year in the future 
owing to the development of the coun
try and the extension,of irrigation.

In the Surveys Branch.
Some in tending figures are con

tained in the surveys branch report. 
They tell very clearly of the work 
done during the year as -follows : 
Surveys brought forward from

1905 ........................... ..............».......... 180
Surveys requisitioned during

190» ..........................  403
Surveys for which specific instruc

tions were sent ...................... 541
Surveys and examinations made..333 
Surveys carried forward to 1907...246 

The total amount received as rental 
for leases was $726,-and the total 
amount paid for right of wav was 
$18,169.46.

Coal Output 811,228 Tons.
Tlie report tells us that the output 

of coal in Alberta in 1905 was 811,228 
tons, and in 1906 1,385,000 tons, an 
increase of 70.73 per cent. The classi
fication of the output of coal during 
last year was as follows:
Lignite ...........................:. „. 602.780 tons
Bituminous  ................. 546,623 tons
Anthracite ...................  235,597 tons

The amount- of coal used in coke 
production was 103.936 tons, and the 
coke produced totalled 69,844 tons.

There ware ten fatal accidents in 
-Alberta mines in 1906, eleven eases 
of serious injury, twenty oi slight in
jury. or a total number of accidents 
of forty-one. Sixteen mines were 
opened during th^3'Se<“.ir1* t-»i, 
doned. The total number of mines in 
operation is placed at 61, and the 
number of person^ employed in this 
industry js 3.000.

Wages of Miners.
Concerning wages oi miners, the 

mine inspector makes the following 
observations: “The '.scarcity of tire 
bosses is still marked, as the miner 
at the face, owing to the high rate of 
wages paid in the province ior digging 
coal, can make more than the fire 
boss working for $3.50 per day, which 
is the ukual fire boss rate. The aver
age coal miner’s wage, mining coal 
on contract, varies from , $75.1)0 to 
$180.00 per month. The-general wages 
for day labor is as follows:

Inside Men.
’ . Wages. Hours.

Fire bosses ..  .................. $3.50 8
Shot lighters .......... 3.00 8

"\yages. Hours.
Bratticemen...............
Bratticemen helpers
Timbermen................
Timberman helpers..
Drivers,. .. .. ..
Drivers, wet places ..
Team drivers..............
Tracklayer.....................
Tracklayer helpers ..
Rock miners ...............
Miners .. ... .... ..
Miners, wet places ..
Locomotive engineers
Switchmen.....................
Chute loaders...............
Laborers........................
Timber handlers ....
Machine men..............
Machine men helpers
Switch boys...............
Door boys.. ....
Hoistmen .. .. ..
Rope riders.. .. .. ..
Couplers, boys ..
Couplers, men ....
Pushers...........................

Slate pickers, men.. 
Slate pickers, boys 
Car oiler, boys ..
Car oiler, men..
Tally boys................
Teamsters...................
Blacksmith .. ... .. 
Blacksmith helper.. 
Mine carpenter ... .. . 
Mine carpenter helper

PROVINCIAL PUBLIC WORKS
DEPARTMENT ACTIVE.

The annual report of the Public 
Works department of the Province of 
Alberta tells in facts and figures of 
the work that is performed by this 
important department of the govern
ment.

An idea of the amount oi work en
tailed in correspondence alone is gath
ered from a statement given in the 
first part of the report. Here it is:

Tipple engineer.. .. 
Locomotive engineer 
Locomotive helper..
Fireman......................
R. R. car handlers. .

Fan fireman...............
Lampnmn.................
Machinists 
Machinists’ helpers
Couplers.......................
Sawyer .. „ .. ..

3.00 8
.. 2.50 8

3.00 8
.. 2.50 8
... 2.50 8
.. 2.75 8

3.00 8
.. 3.00 8
.. 2.50 8

3.50 8
.. 3.00 a

3.50 8
.. 2.75 8
.. 2.50 8
.. 2.50 8

2.50 8
8

3.50 8
.. 3.00 3

1.50 8
.. 1.00 8
.. 2.75 8
.. 2.50

1.50 8
.. 2.5(1 8
.. 2.50 8
len.
. $2.50 10

2.00 10
1 .25 10
1.50 10

. 2.00 10
. =1.25 10
. 2.50 10
. 3.50 10

2.50 in
. 3.50 10

". 2.50 10
. 3.00 10

•s 3.50 12
. 3.25 10
. 3.25 10
. 2.80 10
. 2.50 8
. 2.25 10

2.50 12
2.00 in
3.00 12
2.50 12,

. 3.20 10

. 2.50 10

. 2.00 10
3.00 10

i

Both Legs Shattered.
Nelson, B.C., Oct. 26.—John Angelo, 

a railwuv hand, was brought into Ni l- 
son yestreday. and put in the Haute 
Hospital, both legs being shattered. 
He was run over by a slowly moving 
work train at Gorkindahj. 43 mile- 
Jrom here. If he survives bqtli legs 
will have to be amputated.

<0

Preliminary Wq 
Active Operl 
—A Countr\J

To the four or live 
dents of the gn at nortij 
at Fort Vermilion, 
stretches of the Peac: 
tlie distinction o: beij 
northerly farming settli 
e mtinent of Aineiic'a. 
they are almost lour l| 
in a direct lin.- tu tin 
mouton, the must noitl 
the Dominion, and b; 
trip ever -«'vvn ln;ndr»| 
the capital of Alberta,» 
wond r that the -|J 
southerly climes slio 
past regarded th« injwiij 
district as residents 
frozen land, unfit fo 
the growth of the graii| 
tables that are indige:i> 
southerly latitude.

Truer Conception Ni 
But in recent years 

ception has gone abroad 
River Country and its ml 
sibilitiss, owing in a la 
the reports of those whq 
the country and spread 
world its attractions to I 

Fort Vermilion’s Oldel 
Among the pioneer mil 

behalf of the Peace Rivf 
Mr. Fred S. Lawrence, 
mil ion, "with whom a 
interview appeared in 
a few days ago. Mr. 
the oldest white settler 
milion, having gone noi 
father over a quart:r of J 
in the year 1871). Since!

d\'

F. S. LAWRENCE ANt
Mr. Lawrence is sa peri 

and the oldest pioneer ( 
Fort Vermilion wheat, fr 
miles north of internat!

has .resided continuously I 
milion. with the except! 
years that he spent at Pul 
sity, Indiana. With.sucl 
ed experience, his opiniorT 
tion of the north naturl 
great weight, and what l| 
reference to the fertility 
and the excellence of tlij 
the firm belief of one will 
faith in the ultimate dej 
Peace River Valley.

The Experimental S|
It was Mr. Lawrence 

ago went to Ottawa and-pel 
Minister of Agriculture 
an experimental station $ 
milion, and he, with his 
ence and knowledge of t| 
was naturally selected as 
tendent of the institution.I

The experimental work! 
sent summer was merely | 
and preparatory to what _ 
upon a much larger scab] 
msr. On May 21st Mr 
reached Fort Vermilion, 
ried trip from Ottawa, 
plants, and seeds from tl 
experimental farm. Aftel 
journey of over" a month! 
and plants, would not be 
condition for as test, but 
the results attained were 
able.

Fort Vermilion is situd 
pally upon 'the- south l>aj 
Peace. River, though tlie 
the-store of Revillon Brotli 
farm and ranch of jSlrer 
rence, a cousin of F. .8. T.a| 
on the north side.

The Location of the
The Fort.Vermilion Fj 

Station' is located on the 
the river, six miles to the 
fort, on the high ground I 
one and a half miles fron| 
itself. This location, w 
after examination, as the 
able" to show what ihe wlr 
was capable of doing in 
agriculture. The location 
average one, but not- h 
thousands of acres of oth< 
that section of the. north.

The idea in the mind < 
meter was to disprove the 
by some of fhose who hn\ 
the country that it is onll 
along the rix’ev bank that] 
able to agricultural opevati] 
experimental station, on 
hand, was ‘chosen on the 1] 
of the -utme « l.wauon


