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changeling and impostor.gypsy

Back In Fairfax, let them think him 
a fugitive murderer, if they chose. He 
would bide his time and return a rich
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Sons, Boston
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man, stand his trial, and, without im­
plicating Blair, be cleared. He felt an 
added shame as he thought of Blair. 
Bad as Blair was, he, John Powell, 
Arthur Stanley that had been, had 
usurped his place. Blair was the right­
ful heir of Stanley. He, as John Pow­
ell, would make a name and fortune 
for himself, and Blair all in good time 
might have the Stanley earldom and 
the diamond from the sky.

And then John Powell's thoughts 
would turn to Esther. Was she his sis­
ter, or was she, too, a changeling? He
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ing:

thought of Hagar and his heart hard­
ened.
aad wrought bitterness and woe.

John Powell carefully laid out his 
plans. He hid the outlaw treasure be­
neath some sheltering rocks in the des­
ert. He took but a few hundred dol­
lars of the money. He bided his time 
in patience until the hue and cry after 
such of the train robbers as had es­
caped with their lives had died down, 
ft was thought the survivors bad got­
ten away with the plunder. Only the 
Bnder knew this plunder had fallen 
under a dying horse In the desert.

John Powell resolved he would re­
linquish his employment as an ill paid
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She was his mother, but sheoice
CHAPTER XXII. !

STEDMAN’S BOOKSTORE To Seek Her Lover!
HEN Blair returned to P.ich- 

mond his mother received 
him with remarkable cor­
diality, considering the con- 

j ditions under which he had left both 
Fairfax and Bicbmond. Abe Bloom, 
the gambling house keeper, and his 
brother, ike Bloom, the pawnbroker, | 
received him with a cold, businesslike 
indifference, which was rafber strange 
when it was remembered what both 
these gentlemen had endured at the 
hands of Blair.

But both the Blooms were, so obsess­
ed with the desire to secure the dia­
mond for their own at any cost that 
they had casually remarked they were 
glad to see him and to “let bygones 
be bygones.”

Blair's mother had only shown one 
touch of bitterness in her conversation 
with him alone upon his return. This 
was when she had informed him that 
the price of the silence of the two 
Blooms and the detective, Tom Blake, - 

! had been her written agreement, which 
| Blair must sign also, that the diamond 

from the sky must be relinquished to' 
the Blooms if it ever came into the 
possession, legally or otherwise, of 
Blair Stanley or his mother.

As for Tom Blake, the detective, he 
seemed to have no scruples one way or 
the oilier, but kept his own counsel 
and worked diligently and silently for 
bis clients, and them alone.

It did not seem to occur to the de­
tective—at least, he gave no sign that 
it did—that he was compounding a fel­
ony in suppressing the evidence he bad 
secured, which undoubtedly fastened 
the guilt of Dr. Lee’s murder on Blair.

Mrs. Stanley had dismissed Vivian 
Marston from the matter, by simply 
stating to Blair that Abe Bloom had 
Informed her that the vivacious- indi­
vidual in question had one, if not sev­
eral, previous husbands prior to her 

. marriage to Blaifc ' •
"The minister who married you to 

that ' creature has moved away from 
Richmond,” said Blair's mother. “There 
are reasons not necessary to intrust to 
you. that nutka It - desirable >tbnt you 
should marry Esther Harding,” Mrs. 
Stanley had added.

And Blair looked upon Esther and 
saw that she was fair, and, while his 
infatuation for Vivian was still strong, 
his unscrupulous mind dweltwith pleas­
ure upon the thought that if he mar­
ried Esther the fact might arouse the
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sheep herder in the next month and 
take the stolen treasure with him and 
make it the capital 'Sn which to found 
a great fortune in the bustling west 
lie' salved his con science with the 
thought that when he had built up 
John Powell’s vast fortune he would 
return the stolen money to the express 
company anonymously.

Meanwhile Luke Lovell journeys 
eastward again. But he cannot travel 
as Blair Stanley and other fortunates 
with money travel. Luke Loved re­
turns by freight. But in the desert I lie 
trainmen throw him from his place on 
the bumpers and mock him as, bruised 
and sore, he rises in the desert dust . 
to curse them as the freight, train bears j First-class Equipment and Prompt

Service at Moderate Prices 
Both Phones: Bell 23. Aute. 23

SUTHERLANDS
IaPANY LEINSTER’S OLD. 

STAND
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CityCanadian Pocket Diaries12 Colborne 

Street ,
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C.J. MITCHELLjealousy of Vivian.
If Vivian was a married woman, 

married other than to him, what would 
it matter if lie married Esther? So 
Blair paid court to Esther.

Such were the threads in the web of 
destiny that were being woven around 
Esther in Richmond.

Abe Bloom wove for the diamond 
from the sky. In far Los Angeles his 
agent, the luxurious Vivian Marston, 

also for the diamond, but for
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them on.

Down the endless miles of railroad 
track, across the dusty desert, he stag­
gers. Blinded by the sun, choking and 
burning with thirst, and half delirious, 
be stumbles from the track and makes 
his way, fevered with delirium, across 
the trackless desert.
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herself. Perhaps Mr. Bloom surmised 
Ibis, but if so be deemed he had the 
means that held her at his mercy.

Mrs. Stanley wove her web for some 
deep purpose of her own, deeper now 
than it ever bad been. If she sus­
picion ed Arthur’s claims to the Stan-
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We have decided to do away with High Prices. Our prices 
will be cut right in half, and we will continue low prices as long as
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Now is the time to look after your Christmas Gifts. You will 

find a rich lot of Furniture to choose from at CLIFFORD’S.
Watch our windows and see the bargains we are offering. 

When passing, drop in and look through our up-to-the-minute 
stock. •• 4

Luke Lovell Wae Thrown From the 
Train.

We have them in all sizes and prices to suit everybody. They 
are all strictly pure and fresh, made on the premises. s •XT £s ley heritages the earldom in England 

and the great diamond, so strangely 
missing, in America, were null and 
void, she said no word.

■ Blair thought only of his own de- 
|5 sires, and so he wove also.

,ts for Detective Tom Blake, he help­
ed the weaving, too, but whether he 

for Bloom or for Blair or for

Your Sweet Tooth |

Harold W. Witton
will be filled with the most Toothsome, Delicious Delicacies 
here, as we make the largest and best assortment of Candies 
in the city.

!Plumbing, Heating and Gas-fitting 
Three-piece Bathrooms a Specialty 

The best of material and the best 
of workmanship, Estimates given.
Phone 1547
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Blair’s mother or for himself only Tom 
Blake knew.

we are doing business.Comc early and pick out a nice BOX OF CHOCOLATES 
for YOUR FRIEND for a XMAS BOX. We have some "Dan­
dies." Come and see. , Stewart’s Book StoreSers In the far west a sheep herder who 

called himself John Powell had found 
an outlaw's stolen plunder under the 
skeleton of a horse in the desert Few 
who knew Arthur Stanley, the light 
and reckless young master of Stanley 
ball, near Fairfax, Va., would have 
recognized in this bronzed and shabby 
sheep herder the dashing scapegrace 
who had been suspected of murder.

But John I’uwell no longer thought 
of himself as Arthuf Stanley. His 
cheeks burned with shame at the rec­
ollection of all the years he had squan­
dered a heritage not tie was a
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78 Colborne Street, BrantfordUSE COURIER WANE AOS.,
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The Diamond 
From the Sky
By BOV L McCARDELL
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