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Do you think it would he desirable to apply the system acted upon in Up})er Caunda in
any alteration that may take placein Lower Canada, in the election of the Representative
Asgembly 7—If [ may express my own opinion as so what alteration should be made, J
should say that the two Canadas onght to bere-united, If that plan be rejected, the nest
best measure wonld, Ithink, be the introduction of the Upper Canadalaw. .

What steps ought to be taken in order to carry the Upper Canada law into effect ; in
what way could it best be ascertained into what portions Lower Canada ought to be divid-
ed ?——OF course it can only be ascertained by persons resident there ; and there must be 3
new Act of Parliament. . o

Mast it be passed by the English Parliament >—Yes ; because the existing division of
the country, with a view to representation, depends upon the proclumnation issucd l:lllflcl‘
the authority of the Eunglish statute ; and because this is an innovation which the existing|
Assembly will not voluntariiy introduce.

Do you consider the inconveniencearising from having two systems of descent of real
property in one province a sufficient ground to overturn the system of legislature of the

rovince, for the purpose of removing that _inconvenience #—To_the question proposed
1n that abstract form 1 should answer nv. If that were the single inconvenience, I would
not alter the legislative system in order to remedy it. .

Was it not upon that ground principaily that you rested your wish to have the legislative
system altered 7—DMy reasons for wishing to have the legislative system of Canada altered
are many, but chictly this : If yon perseverc in the present system, 1 fearitis but too evi-
dent that you aresowiny the seeds of separation between the Capadas and this country.

In what way would the continuance of tre existing state of things unaltered be likely to

lead to a separation between the Canadas and this conntry ?~1 cannot too anxjously dis-

claim the intention of impeaching the loyalty of His Majesty’s subjects in the Canadas ; it
would be the height of impropricty were [ to sugwest a doubt of their fidelity to the goveri
ment under which thev live. I have no reason to doubt it ; and on the contrary, have many
reasous to know that a spirit of cordial atfection to His Majesty’s personund governuent
has been very recently manifested in these Proviuccs. [ speak only of what isfuture and
probable. Consider then what is the situazion of the Upper Province, and of the Epglish
part of Lower Canada. The colonists occupy & territory imbedded among foreign stares :
on the one side are the Americans, on the other tie French Cauadians, who theuwh hvivg
under the same sovereizn ave essentially foreign to the Upper Canadians in language,
laws, institutions, habits and prejudices. Nature provided the Hudson to the south, and
the St. Lawrence to the north, as the great channels of communication between the Lu-
glish territories and the rest of the world. But the people of New York commaud the
Hudson, and the people of Lower Cauada the St. Lawrence.  The eity of New York on
the one stream, aud of Quebee on the other, arcoutposts interdicting all comuercial inter-
course with English Caunda, except on such terms as the Legislatures  of New York and
Quebec are pleased to preseribe.  Is it reasonable to think that the people of English Ca-
nada will permanently aequiesce in this exchusion ¥ Is it goud policy tomalke them conti
nually feel that a union with the great republic to the sonthward would epen to them chan.
nels of commercial intercourse, from which vour aws have interdicted them ¥~Can it be
supposed that ttey will alwuys be conteat to lose the vast commercial advantages w.ich
they would derive from theirunequalied iuland navigation if their intercourse With the
ocean were unimpeded ? A capitalist in Upper Cavada can employ his property ouly in
agriculture.  If he engagzes in trade, it most be either inthe Uwited States as an almn,‘or
in Lower Canada under all the restraints waich a French Legislature muy impose ow i,
1 recommend a unjon, therefore, as the only effectual mode of rescuing the Upper Pro-
vinee and the English townships from disadvantages towhich 1 think it 1s neither just nor
safe to subject thent. But I advise it also on tiis further yround: It is vain to conceal the
fact that the Act of 1791 has established a monarehical government without securing
any one means of authority or influence to the monarchical branch of it. The Govern-
ment can neitter control by its prerozative, nor influence Ly its patrounage. The ties by
which the people are bouud to their Sovereign are not of the sawe strony and enduring
character as the corresponding obligations between the King and the people in the old Eu-
ropean States.  Itis impossitle to suppose that the Cauadians dread your power. It is
not easy to believe that the abstract duty of loyalty, as distinguished from the sentiment of
lovalty, can be verystrougly felt. 'Tae right of rejecting Buropean dontinion s been so
often nsserted in North amd South America, that revolt ean scarcely be esteemed in those
continentsas criminai or disgraceful.  Neither does itseem to methat the sense of national|
pride and importance is in your favour. Tt caunot be regarded as an enviable distinction
to remain ti.¢ oniy dependent portion of the New World., Your dominion rests upon the
habit of subjection ; upon the ancientaflection felt by the colonists for their wother country
upon their contidence in your justice, and upon their persuasion, that they bave a direct
interest in maintining the connection. I fear that wil these bonds of union, and especially
the sense of interest, will be greatly wealiened if vou persist in excluding them from all
coutrol of the navigstion of the St. Lusrence,  Buteven ifall these ties repmin, they are
not the surest supports of empire. When tuinking, ax [ have often thought, ou the 3:;)}:;1-
rent fragility of our tenure of the Canadas, ‘one, and only one, mode of strengthening it has
oceurred to me. I would hring the French and English vepresentatives with an equality,
or some approach to equality of sumbers, into the same Legislature. T would a{»poiut over
thens a governor possessing temper and wisdom enough to moderate between the two par-
ties. By maintaining a severe regard to justice, and to the constitutional rights of the
Kiug's subjects of every class, he might acquirea large and legitimate influence. This 1
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legislutors back wards aud forwards readily enough, But the difficalty auticipated proba-
bly is, that a Legislature sitting at Montreal or an other central pluce, weuld be inconve-
nieutly remute trou the ditferent parts of t:e country, and that the mewbers could not he
adequately acquainted with the Tocalities. Now L assume t at the Legislature would be dis-
posed to delegate a part of its owa powers to various local and subordinate authorities, -
Isuch as quarter seastons, corpotate towns, aud jastices of the peace, It would reserve for
its o - n juterference only the great anid more importunt questions. Just s in this country
Parliament does not make laws for every tundred or parish, but establishes a kind of county
and parochial legislation throughout t e kingdom,

Are yon not aware t.at in the United States the disposition hax constantly been in favour
of subdivision rather than in favour of amalgruation ¥—The eircunistunces of the United
States and of Canada are so different, that avalogies of this Kind must be admitted very

cautiously.  The motives, whichin my judgment should lead to a legislative union bes
tl}vegn the Canadas, could not operate onany of the states compusing the great American
nion. ’ ‘

~

Do yon not consider, that as the w*ole English population of the Canadas is about 26,-
000, while the Freuch population is ahont 00,000, that t ¢ diswdvautaye wounld be greater
than the advaatage, fn disaflocting so large a proportion of the population as would be
cisaffected by the union #—1 hold it ax a settled poiat, that whatever you do, or wiatever
you decline to do, yort1aust rechon upon a sreat mass of discoatesitand useasiness, The
measure I propose woulid at Teast concitiate many, I yon leave things as they are, 1 be-
lieve that no one will be gratified ; soute change seeses 16 e inevitable, ’

Do you not consider that part oIt e discoatent and inconvesicuers . at have arisen may
be attributed rather to tee adaiuisization than to the constitution itself ¥ —Some part has
probabl, so arisen, but conparatively a very small part. The great sonrce of these con~
troversies is the difderenee of the twod races, combined with the ditferences hetween the ter-
ritories un woich thoy aresetiled.  Theiv mational antipathies are whetted by wany acei-
dental contrasts bet een their respective sitnations.  Bad government may cxasperate
these eviis, but the wout perfect goverament, without a rudical change in the system,
vottld never cure them. ‘
Yo you eomsider toat the dilference arising bets con two nations are better Leuled by
bringinet em fuce to e in the smae Assembly than by keepisng them apart *—Yon can-
not avoid bringing t. e fuce (o face in the Assembly, for that'is the present system. Up-
on tae plan 1 proposs there senld,. it is trae, be a greater namber  of opposing faces, bug
then t e nuniber so appoaed wonhd be in e «grester equatity. "Tiey will learn to res-
peet each other's povwer, wd will become conparativels quiet,

Do you supposis t wt the Aot of 1791 is fonaded upou fadse privciples 7—Ido. The
At of 1791 vas, T thiak, in eflect an Aet to ereate two new tiepublics upon the continent
of North Amevica. L euatains no one effectund provision for supporting the monarchical
power,

Suppoxing the measure vou conteinplate to take place, do not you think one of its cffects
would be to render Upper Caaadit inue.. move phgsicatly powerful ¥—Yes, 1 should think
it wonld, ’

Wonld not it -0 bave a tendruey o depress the French population of the province
¥ho arenet commercial men, aaud peapie of digerent habits — 1 think that the compara-
tive depression of the Freneh, at wo very reipote period, is inevitable  They will siok un-
der the weight of the Kigdish, orof the Auglo-American influence iu these provinces,
Have you hadany means of Torming an opiuvion of what tie sentiwents of Upper Canada
are upon the subjoct of the Union v—1 apurehend them to be in favour of thatscheme. 1
cannot doubt their concirrence T a measure by whieh their great object of legislating for
ne Port of Quebee wonld be secured.  There isalso this negative proof of theirapproba.
tion of it, that when the seheme of the Union was agitated the Upper Canadians never
concurred in any of the protests agaiust it. ) v , )
Do youthink'jt wonld be desirable for the Government of - this country to propose that
o any other great alteration in the fandimmentals of t.e coustitution of the Cauadas, with.:
put miving that country full titkee to express its opinion upon the subject 7—Extreme mea-
sures of that kind are only to be justitied by ar extreme and evident necessity, 1F the
extreme necessity could be made out, Twould not hesitate to take the extreme measure.
It isjust reduced to that question ; and thare are many persons intimately connected with
the Canadas who aregreatly alared as to the consequences of postponiug this measure,
oven till the 1829, ) ' A .

Do you apprehend vo danger from giving the French Canadiaus so extensive an in-
fuence over Upper Canada as they must necessarily acquire if’ the proviuces are united ?
I believe the danger will he wholly iu the epposite direction.  Tn a Lefislature which is to
debate in English, to make laws in Euglish, and to proceedaccordiug to English parliamen-
tary rules, tre English inlluence must necessarily predominate. - Besides there is a pecu-
linr aptitude in the English character for success in'this species of controversy,. .
_1f analteration was made in the Assembly of Lover Canada, by laying out, for the pur-
pose of representation, divisions of the towehips. and such portions of the conntry as were,
likely to be settled by the English, do you thusk that the change thereby effected in the
Legislative Assembly of Canada wonld be likely to lead to an union, and to diminish theob-
jections made to it *—You will never have a voluntary union until there isa majority of
English to carry the question of Union; but up to that point you must proceed through

~ 4 . . PR
a series of conflicts which would tear the provinee in pieces. . ,
Suppesing a union to take place, and that the English interest should become quite pa-

ramount,and the Canadians quite depressed, do you consider that this country would - bave

know is a task not to be committed to vulrar hands. Butl am’much mistaken if a3 great
and permanent accession of power to this country would not be derived from the mild, firm
and just manarement of the two great parties, equally balanced and counterpoised in they
same assembly. !

Ifthe state of colonialdependence is so injurions to the commercial interests of the Ci-
nadas, isit evident taata union would improve their condition ¥—1 do not apprehend that,
the commercial dependenceis injurious to their interest; ou the coutrary, as the law of
England now stands, it is iighle advaatageous to them. They have privileges in the En-
#lish markets which other uations have nat.  What I said rather was, that tae Euglish po-|

ulation of the Canadasare so surrounded hy foreizn nations that in fact all commerce is
interdicted to them, except on the nost ineonvenient. terms. ‘

Have they not a great advantaze over the states of North America by having a free accesy
ta the trade of Great Britain 7—1 think they have,

Does not that more thau countethalineeuny disadvantage that they are under from their,
execlusion as colonies from a free trade vith other countries ¥~ A dry and accurate com-
putation would, I believe, prove it; but large Qodics of men are not much gow:qmcd by
calculations of any kind.  You must address their affections or their imagination if you de-
sire to move them. ‘

Did you in your answer mean to refer to the inconvenicuce which arises to the Upper
Province, from the circamstance of the Lower Province being interposed between .them
and the port of entry ?—From the circumstance of the Lower Province legislating for the
naviration of the St. Lawrence, and imposing, at its discrotion, all the duties payable there.
The English Canadians stand towards the Lower Province in a. relation not dissimilar to)
that in which they stand to the State of New York. That state legisiates for the trade of]
the Hudson ; the Province of Lower Canada lewislates for the trade of the St. Lawrence,
On either side the outlet is barred by laws which they have no share in making. :
_ Is there no mode of reconciling that but by a union *—I ¢an imagine none. ,

Is there any risk undersuch a sypstem of the party who is not favoured by the Governor
lookiny to foreign aid ?—I assume, as a postulate, that you bavea Govm:nor who will l‘mvc

) imity and discretion enough to favour neither party, but who will maintain a just,
an equitable, and a benignant mediation between hoth, L
" Do uot you sew very great inconvenience in the circumstance of the. immense, distance
of different points of the Canadas from each other, along a line of country extending no
less than 1,500 miles ; do you vot think that that circumstance would present the greatest
difficultics to uniting them in one Legislation —In ihe first place there is not a live of
inkeabited country extending 1,560 miles; it scarcely reaches 1,000.  In the next place tne
country is intersected by grent nuvigable waters, and the steam-boats would convey the

.|Assembly, and. have been rejected by the. Upper House in Lower Canadn ?—Several.

astronerer or weaker hold over the country on that acconnt »—J can hardly anticipate the .
possibility of suen a total depression of the French interest as the question supposes. 1
would legislate from the commencemant apon this principle, tiat the representatives shall
be drawn equally from the t+0 races ; of course 1do not mean with precise- numerical
equality, - But if provision were made for equalizing the two races in tue Assembly, then
von might, I suppose, calenlite with great conlidence upou “either party retaining conside~
vable strength for a great length of timeto come. '~ - 0
Do you meau that they s:ould be equali int of numbers :—I would have a le.
islature (assume for exuuple’s salie) of 100 members, of whom T would roposo,thnt' 50
shonld be French and 30 English, and I stould expect that under the me«?iatlon of a wise
rovernment they would proceed amicubly by compromises, as other legislatures proceed. -
Do you think that the Labits of the Lnglish population, and their tendency to. commerce,
make it likely that they will have a superiority over the Freuch population ?~-TI think they
will always form the commereial part of the socicty, and having the superiority of wealth,

ized in poi

land probubly of intelligence, they will gradually obtain (a8 on tiat bypothesis they ought to

obtain) a superiority in allother respects. - |
Areyou acquainted with the Act called the Sedition Act
quainted with it by haviag read it some years ago.

Do you know the circumstances under which i

in Upper Capada *—I am ac~
it was passed ?~-It was pagsed in the year
1814, soon after the commencement of the late war with the United States of America. ...

Do you Lkuow the powers it gives ?~—It gave_very ample powers : it suspénded the Ha-
beas Corpus Act, and it gave the governor and: members ol council a power of imprison-
ment in all cases of treason or suspicion of treason, - - AT BRI
Is that Act still in force in Upper Canada ?—No, it expired at the end of the war, "~
Have there not been several lul{)s from tiie, to time’ which have pessed’the Legislative

, Can you give the Committee any information as to the reasons for which those bills were '
rejected 7—The bills that bave been 'rejected, 50 faras-1 have anyknowledge of them, are
these. First, various bills of supply were rejected on the ground that the Assembly asserted.
Ly them the right of appropriating the whole revenue of- tie province,: Secondly,a bill for:
enabling the inhabitants of Cauada to maintain’ suits agniast the : Crown was rejected, be-
cause as that suit would have been tried before the Governor and Council, the same object -,
could be niore readily answeréd by 2 petition addressed at once to that body, Thirdly,abill .
forregulating fees of offices was rejected because thé Conncil did not think the'oftices useless .
or the feey improper. Fourthly, bills for- establishing corporate bodics for théfgdzefpﬁﬁex:é




