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A WINTER DAY.

BY GXORGE HASLEMURST

I love to look upon a winter’s day ;

When the bright snow comes dancing to the earth
With mirthful movement; and the myriads

Of falling flakes are woven by the winds,

And like a mantle overspread the world.—

Seem they not glad, as from their far-off home
They near the bosom of this glorious earth,

And weave the dance, like the young things of life?
Still ever and anon,—

They feel the summons of the glorious sky,

Nor of their birthplace in the upper air
Unmindful, they sscend. And now, as one
Conténding with divided thoughts, they stand

A moment still; then suddenly rush down

Like winged birds between the sky and plain;
Lost in uneertainty, then whirl around

Like insects in the summer evening air.—

Anon, with altered purpose, they pour down

In one strong, steady band, like racers, who

With swiftest footstep, and high-bounding hearts
Stretch forward to the prize; or slowly down
They sink reluctantly, like Autumn leaves
Parting unwillingly from the limber sprays

That through the livelong summer upwards threw
Their faces to the sunbeams. But the glad,

The uncertain, swift, the strong, and the reluctant,
Find the same resting plavce, and the same home,
Together with the myriads of mankind,

Whose generutions, present, past, or future,

They truly imsge. And yet how unlike !

They spread the earth not with decay, but beauty;
While feeble man, exulting in his-power;

Proud of his feigned prerogative to slay,

Of Eden makes a wilderness !

THE LIFE BOOK.

Wherre, Mother, write !
A new, unspotted book of life before thee,
Thine is the hand to trace upon its pages
The first fow characters ; to live in glory,
Or live in shame theough long unending ages '
Write, Mother, write !
Thy hand, thongh woman’s, must not faint nor falter ;
Thie lot is on thee-—nerve thee then with care ;
A mother's dracery Ltime may never slter—
Be its ficst impress, then, the breath of prayer.
Write, Mother, write !

Write, Father, write !
Take thee a pon-placked from an eag'e’s-pinion,.
And write immortal actions for thy son ;
Teach him that man forgets man's high dominion,
Creeping on earth, leaving great deeds undone.
Wrrite, Father, write !
Leave on his Life-book a fond father's blessing,
To shield bim "mid temptation, toil, and sin,
And he shall go to glory’s field, possessing
Strength to contend, and -confidence Lo win.
Write, Father, write !

Write, Bister, write !
Nay, shrink not, for & sister’s love is holy !
Write words the angels whisper in thine ears;
Neo bad of sweet aftection, howe'er lowly,
But planted here, will kloom in after years.
Write, Sister, write !
Something to cheer him, his rough way pursuing,
For/menhood’s lot is sterner far than our’s ;
He may not pause~he must be up and doing,
Whilst thou art idly dreaming among Bowers.
Write, Sister, write !

Write, Brother, write !
Strike & bold blow upen these kindred pages ;
- Werite, shoulder to shoulder, brother we will go;
Heart: linked to besrt, theugh wild the conflict rages;
We will-de(y.the battle and the foe.
Write, Brother, write !
We who have tzodden boyhood’s paths together,
Bgpeatii. thesummer's sun and wintar shy,

| prevent them from publishing grosserrors.
[ a little farther, and maintain that, besides superin-

| tendence accompanied with a high elevation «

| those which are p phet

| on this subject, ina large sense, as including

| ment of the understanding an
| tion in in piration, since a great many o

| not therefore be the result of any process of thought

| . 2
gestion not fml_\' of the ideas, but glso of the words of

| the sacred writers, who, like other men, were ac
| tomed to think in words, could have the ideas sug-

| cording to truth. - Accordingly, in giy

t logue to the church, which contains a s
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W hat matter if Life bring us some fonl weather ?
We may be stronger than adversity !
Write, Brother, write !

Fellow Immortal, write !

{ One God reigns in the heavens—there is no other,

And all mankind are brethren ; thus 'tis spoken,

And whoso aids a serrowing, struggling brother
By kindly word, or deed, or friendly token,

Shall win the favour of our Heavenly Father,
Who judges evil and rewards the good,

And who hath linked the rece of man together
In one vast universal brotherhood !

Fellow Immortal, write !

Christian Faith and Practice.

On the Inspiration of the Scriptures.

The possibility of inspiration seems to be granted
by all who profess to be Christians, though there is a

great (‘nvr‘r.ﬁlf)' of opinion with respect to its nature |

| and degrees, as applied to the Scriptures. Some are

of opinion that the inspiration of the Scriptures
amounted to nothing more than a mere superinten-
dence over the minds of the sacred writers, so as to
Othersgo

tendence, the understandings of the several writers
were enlarged,—that their conc ptions were elevated
above the measure of ordinary men,~and that with
their minds thus elevated, they were left to their own

| judgment both as to matter and words. The advo

cates of [rlr‘nary mspiration, again, maintain that the
Holy Spirit suggested to the minds of the persons in
spired not only the matter to be communic

also the words in which the communication was

| made. A fourth party are fot taking in all these sup-

posed kinds of inspiration now mentioned; and they
maintain that the sacred writers sometimes wrote un
der mere superintendence, sometimes under suj

n, and at other times ui

I er divine suggesti
or what is called plenary ins

ation, according t
nature of the subject on which they wrote.

We are humbly of opinion, l.’A:;l'uw;m'-«I.
ployed in communicati

l, a5 em-
ng the sad red oracles to nen i
only of one kind, and that this is the inspirat
suggestion, according to which not only the

but the words also were communicated to the minds
f the sacred writers,

( 1. The Scriptures
take notice of only one kind of inspiration, a
t it as exte iuf.r\‘,j to all the ;.;nﬂ of Scriptare,
those which are historical and moral, us well as to
] uil]mlrn.!:'” The word

prophecy is evidently used by Peter, when &

the prophetical, doctrinal, historical, and m

}

}
| tings of the prophets; but he declares that 1

phecy came not in old time by the will of mer
holy men of God spake as they were moved
Holy Ghost:” 2 Pet. i. 21.
2. There must have been than an er large
1 elevation of “r(;';y
things
were such as could not have entered into the hearts of
men or of angels, had they not been suggested to the
mind by the divine Spirit.” Of this des ion were

the events foretold by the sacred writers v vears

| before lhﬂ)' took p|u|‘<'. aud the whole of the doctrines
| that relate to the supernatural plan of man’s redemp-

terious,

tion. These doctrines are so deep and 1
that they were not fully understood by the inspired

| writers themselves, even when revealed; they could

t

| in their minds, and must consequently have heen com-
| municated to them by the inspiration of suggestion.

3. For similar reasons we must insist for the sue

Scripture. To us it is altogether inconceivable how
Cus-

gested to their own minds except in wi ; or how

they could have written intelligibly about future

events, with which they could have had no previot

| acquaintance, and on doctrinal subjects far abe

their compreheusion, had not the language as well as

| the matter been furnished to them by divine sug

tion. The apostle Paul seems to put the mat
yond a doubt: * Which thin also we speak,
words which mar’s wisdom teacheth, but which
Holy Ghost teacheth, comparing sj
» 1.Cor. ii. 13.
d inspiration
tendence and elevation, could in any case
to have been sufficient, it must have been
sacrad wrilers may be supposd
or acquaintance, from r ther source
ts on which they were called to wr
sets of morality and | Jut
1ises plenary inspirat 1
lutely necessary. With regir ) MOT
meay be ohserved, that althoush thé rewna
ww of nature furnish man with certain m
ments, yet, in his fallen state, his views of right
wrong are 8o dark and confused, that there is

erhaps any case in which plenary inspiration was |

more necess than this, in order that man mig

furnished with a perfect rule of duty. This se

have been the judgment of God, which is

the whole duty of man, he did not employ the

| means of communicating his will to men,

with his own mouth, and wrote it with his own fina
upon two tables of stone. With respect to hist

where the facts recorded may be supposed to have |
" been known by the sacred writers, from their own ob- |
| servation, or from other aithentic sources, it may be |

observed in general, that sacred history differs, in tire

| main ends proposed by it, from profane history. Oune

grand end proposed by sacred history is religions and
moral instraction, with regard to God's dispensations

| both of mercy and judgment, towards individaals and

nationg, as these dispensations are connected not

| merely with men's actions, but with the secret springs
| of their actions; dand also to poiat out the tendencies
which these actions have, not merely to affect the |

political-and-temporal, hit also the. apiritaxleand otor..
nal interests of .aen, 8§ subjects of the moral govern-
ment of God. But if we congider the different color-
ings which different historians of the same age have
given to the same actions, (though they came under
their observation respectively,) when left to their
own judgment and inclivation, it is impossible for us
to conteive how the actions recordgd in sacred history
could have been selected, the principles and motives
from which they proceeded traced out, and their moral
tendencies, as they affect not only the temporal desti-
nies of nations, but the. spiritual and eternal state of

individuals, delineated, as they have been, by the sa- |

cred historians, had they not written by divine sug-
gestion or plenary inspiration.

We may add farther, that the typical, prophetical,
and even chronological writings of Moses and the pro-
phets, pointed unitormly to the person, offices, suffer-
ings, and futare glory of Christ, as the magnet does
to the pole. * To him gave all the prophets witness.”
Bat this could not have been the case had they been
left to their uwn judgment in the choice either of mat
ter or words; for it was after they had received these
communications, and pot before, that their Judgment
was employed in diligent search to find out their typi-
cal.and p tical references to this glorivas pec-
son, and the period'uf his advent. “ They scarched
ditigently What or what maxper of time the Spirit of
Christ'which wae in them did signify, when it testi-
fiad beforehand the sitfferings of Christ, and the glory
that should follow;” 1 Pet, i.1¥. j

Neither does the variety of style found thronghout
the Scriptures form, in our appeehension, any valid
objection ‘to thé “doctrine of plenary inspiration.—
Though:the.inepired psomen were under infallible di-
rection both in regard to the sentimenta to be commu-
nicated by.them, and the phraseology to be, best adap-
ted toéxpress these scitiments; yet the MHoly Spirit,

t | for composition, but to inform their
!

writers may n it possess the same

g } spiration; for had they been \
14 ter a id words, their previous knowicdge of these

| their own testimony, founded on their

L.| done so merely from memory.

-

for wise reasons, seems to have accommodated his

! suggestions, so far as relaies to mere style, to the |
| age in which they wrote, and their respective talents | v ( (
i | them ; which plainly shows, that they were not left

for composition.

First, This seems to have been necessary to ascer-
tain the authenticity of the several books of Serip-
tare, or that they were written at the time specified

| in the books themselves, and by the persons to whom

they are respectively ascribed. The sacred writers
lived in digerent ages of the world, and in different
countries; and had their writings not contained the
idioms or modes of expression peculiar to the age or
country in which they lived, their authenticity might
have been disputed. Besides, God saw meet for wiee
ends to employ, as the penmen of Scripture, persons
of different stations in life, and who, on that account
must have had a different education, and different ha-
bits; and had not their style been different, the books
that bear their respective names would have wanted
one internal mark of their authenticity. For example,
had Isaiah, who had been brought up in the court of
the kings of Judah, written. in .he same style as Amos,
a herdsman of Tekoa, or had Amos written in_the
same style as Isaiah, it might bave occasioned suspi-
cion with regard to the authenticity of the books as-
cribed to both.

But farther, the variety of style found in the Scrip-
tures seems no less necessary for the ends of edifica-
tion. Though the Scriptures were intended for the
general and permanent use of the church, yet their
several parts were intended for the more immediate
instruction of those among whom the inspired writers

| lived at the time, and to whom they were first addres-

sed: but to secure this more immediate end, it was

| necessary that the style most familiar to the class of

persons for whose use they were more immediately in-

| tended should be preserved.

In fine, the Holy Spirit, in inspiring the sacred
writers, had not for his object to please men’s taste
igment, and to
improve their hearts. Besides, the Scriptures were

| intended for the use of persons of the dnest capa-

city. Accordingly, though c

modes of expression, employed by

expressions, or
me of the sacred
or elegance

to be found in writings of others « I

| style of the former must have been viewed by the Spi

ven the

| rit of God as the best on the whole to be ¢ ';Qu‘l\}ul at
the time, and in existing circumn

These are some of the rea

for general
s that may
style which has been in

edification.
be assigned for the variety of

troduced into the inspired volume
| they are not anworthy of the wisdom and goodness of

| the God of the Scriptures.

and we apprehend

the claim which som? of

I f peculiar fitnes
for narrating the facts con wd in
from their having been eye and ear witnesses of them,
feems to militate against )1 plenary in-
vith both mat

|
| the writers of sacred history nake

their histories,

|

| things could have given tuem no advantage abovi
others. This objection is founded particularly upo
what is said by Luke in the beginning of his gospel,
chap. i. 3, 4. In reply, it may be observed, that the
| facts respecting our Lord's mirucies, death, resurrec
f 8
tion, and ascension to glory, on the wuthenticity «
| .
| which the truth of Cheristianity de , are attested

[ to us by human as well as by divine testimony. This
| was necessary to confront tne infidel, who will adwit
| of nothing but mere humar eviderce; and at the same
| time to lay a solid foundation for the
| believer, which stands not in the wisdom of men, but
| in the power of God.
| fore, who had an accurate knowledge of these thing
| from their own observation, had a peculiar fitness for

laith of the true

,l'fw' discipies ol J‘“u‘, 1!

being employed by the Spirit, as the spirit of inspira-

| tion, for furnishing the church with a divine and in

falliblé record” of thiese things: "seeing™hey could
| combine his testimony, which was divine mni'ruinxr_
| natural, and of which they were only the organs, with
personal obser-
| vation, and thus act up to the injunction of their Lord
| and Master. ¢ When the Comtorter is come, whaom
| I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit
of truth which proceedeth from the Father, he shall
| testify of me. And ye alsoshall bear witness, because
| ye have been with me from the beg 1r:” Jno. xv,
| 26,27. The doctrine of plenary inspiration, therefore,
| does not suppose that the prior knowledre which in-
gpiredd men had from other sourtes of there things
yout which they spoke and wrote under d

rostion, was either suppressed, orr

ther use to them, as witnesses [or the truth.  All that

is supposed iz, that, speaking or writing as inspired |

teachers, they were I upon

Vious ¢ _'114214:!""'

nished by divine suggestion i as to matter and
words, in giving au i ble rule of faith to the
church.

5. We may notice farther | , that the

evane

1sts 11"1‘.“.\'~('.1J.\ give our Lord's discourses n his-own

words, and an aceount of his n in all their
| minute circumstances, and th

after his ascension. Buat it is impossit
| that, at goy time, and more especially at a period so
remote from the time when these dise

jelivered, and those miracles wi |
sides, John informs
hat there were al

lid; which where recorded either by himsel

his fellow-evangelists. Now, ca » suppose for a
| moment, that the evangelists w their own
indgment to select the things wh ere written
' intended for the st
use of the cl as a rule of faith.
{ndecd, every consideration forbids that we should

50 many other thines which our

y
especia [_\» these wer inding

h in all fut

| adinit, even with regard (o historical fucts, any other

| species of inspiration than that of divine sugeestion.
6. We observe farther, ia support of plenary inspi-
ration, that unless it be adn
valid claim to be called the 1 of God. The
Scriptures frequently lay claim to a divine origin
{in support of their supreme authority as a rule of
faith and manners ; but if the sacred writers were
{ only under what is called superintendence, we cannot
| see the justness of that claim.
book who had no hand in its composition, farther than
| merely guarding its real author from failing into
| gross error. The designation, the Word of d,
| must suggest to @very unpreju liced mind, that the
S £ A

| expression, Nor does it render the matter &ny better

to ,tell us, that though some parts of the Bible were |
written under the mere superintendence of the Spirit, |

| yet others were written by the inspiration f sug-

| gestion ; for this throws a suspicion over the whole, |

| since. it is impossible for us to determine what parts

the Bible itself, that inspiration is one in kind ; that
it is not a partial but a full or plenary inspiratiob,
and that this applies to the whole of the sacred vol-
ume. “ All Scripture is given by inspiration of God,”
&e.

It may be observed, that besides inspiration, strictly
so-called, the church was favored with commuuica-
tions of God's will' By the more immediate appear-
| ances of the Son of God : sometimes in the likeness
| of I.um:u) nature, which he was 1o assume in the fyl-
| ness of time, and sometimes in the Shechinah. Com

dreams, s in the case of Samuel, when warned of
the judgments coming on the house of Eli ; aond in
the cam of Joseph, when warned to take the young
child Jesus and his mother, aod to carry them into
Egyp, to aveid the sword of Herod. = T dreams may
be asded visions. These contained, along with the
annmciation of certain events, a symbolical repre-
sentation of them présented to the imagination of the
prophets when asleep, or in an ecstnsy when awake.
Tlough these modes of communicating God's will to
men were distinct from inspiration, strictly: so called,
y& they were -ulwaye accompanied ‘with'it: for the
impression on the minds of tha prophets, that what
ther heard was the voice of God: and that what they
sat was the symbol of a presént Detty, ‘was ad really
the effect of the inspicativn of the Spirit, ns wers
| tiose revelations of

{ ncated by simple suggetion.

Let it be observed further, that cne attNbute of in-
spiration was, that the personsinspired could not con-
ceal the words of the Holy One communicated to

to their own judgment or inclination. This appears
from the case of Balaam, who was, on one occasion,
employed to announce -God's will to mankind. No-
thing could be farther from his inclination than to
bless Israel ; but when God put the word in his
motith, he found himself impellgd to give it utterance,
% Balaam said unto Balak, s‘pukc I not pnto the mes-
sengers which thou sentest unto me, saying, If Ba-
lak would give me his house full of silver and gold,
I cannot go beyond the commandmeant of the Lord,
to do either good or bad of mine own mind; but
what the Lord saith that will T speak ¥’ Numb.
xxiv. 12, 13, The same thing appears from the ex-
ample of Jereminh. Though a good man, he once
rashly resolved, from the contempt and persecution
he met with in prosecuting his ministry, to speak no
more in God's name ; but he tells us that he was im-
pelled to speak what was communicated to him by
the Spirit ; not, indged, by mere phys cal force, but
by the same supgedatural influence which communij-
cated to him the message itself to be delivered. «O
Lord, thou hast persuaded me, and I was persuaded ;
thou art stronger than I, and hast prevailed : I am in
derision daily,every one mocketh me. For sinee I spake
I erielout, I cried violence and spoil; because the word
of the Lord was made a reproach unto me, and a de-
rision daily. Then I said, I will not make mention
of him, nor speak any more in his name ; but his
word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in
my bones, and I was weary with forbearing, and I
could not stay :” Jer. xx 7—9.

The circumstance now mentioned is insaperably
connected with the very design of inspiration. The
gift of inspiration was conferred not for the private
benefit of the prophets themselves, but for the public
edification of the church. Had it been left to the
choice of the persons inspired to reveal or conceal

the message delivered to them according to their own

linatior he very end ol inspiration migl ave | } .
inclination, the y end of insj ght have | were abundant ameng benevolent men of the world,

becn defeated. The mandate of heaven was per-
emptory, * The prophet that hath a dream, let him
tell a dream ; he that hath my word, let him speak
my word faithfully. What is the chafl to the wheat?
saith the Lord. Is not my word like a fire, saith the

Lord ? and hike a hammer that breaketh the rock in |

ieces 7’
" As our Lord tanght the church orally by the pro-
phets and apostles, and othor inspired persons while
they livel, so he continues to teach her by their wri-
tings, now that they are dead. She is “ built upon
the foundation of the apostles and proplets, Jesus
Chri himself beinz the chief corner-stone.”—

tted, the Bible has no

It would be a gross |
| pervarsion of words, to call a man the author of a |

tram #3ad, hoth in rexpect of sentiment and

weré not. The safe way isto hold by the doctrine of

munications from God were given also by means of

# Whatsoever thinrs were written aforetiine were
written for our

learning, that we, through patience
md comfort of the

Scriptures, might have hope.”"—
We shall only add that our Liord continues to instract
the church by ordinance of preaching as dispen-
sed by uninspired men ; but then all their instractions
must be brought to the standard of inspiration, and
t is only in so far as their instructions accord with
this standard that they are binding on the conscience.
— Primitive Church Magazine.

Proseliytism.

Wherever Baptists have been found their brethren

What is religion # Isit a sentiment lodged in the
neast T Is it only the great fact as to every man for
himself ? l{"l.l_’iu'n is more than this, it is, in its
very nature, energetically aggressive upon all error.

Now, the Baptists, whether right or wrong, are by
their views as to one ordinance, compelled ta hear
their testimony against a practice which all other
churches sanction. They love their brethren of other
denominations, and gladly nnite with them when they
may. Astobaptism, however, not only duty to Christ,
but love to those whom they believe in error,
compels them to speak plainly. What follows 7—
They are regarded as aiming, not to make Christians,
but proselyted, and are too often harshly judged, and
¢ ndemned.

B | & ,

| If by proselyting be meant converting men from
error to truth, then all Christians are engaged in this
It is their very mission. But if the term be

|

|

|

’. work.

| designed to convey a charge of winning people from
ier, it is humbly conceived that, of

| all people, the Baptists are the last against whom the

l

ge can be urged.

me party to anot

'hig assertion may seem strange to some of our

it is true, however, for all that. In other |

ere regarded as so troublesome,
hat they were every where spoken against, and de-

1 from | the same breath with heretics. |

been more understood this
)

n mitigated, and soon it will |

t¢ that now pro-
is, the ignorance of this community as to our

1

iples.  'We do not shun any obloquy to wl

1 inay expose us; but it is very painful to us, itis |
hiovous to the cause of peace and truth, that |

wfounded prejudices, and an entire misapprehension
of our motives, should rob us of the affection of those
whom we esteem and love,

In affirming that the Baptists are the last people to |

be charged with party spirit, we have not spoken

On this po xt', we n_ngu-nl to facts, we :1:&'»“:! {

[ to history, we appeal to the very fundamental priuci-
ple of our organization as churches.

We appaal to facts ; for what are the sermons and

exhortations constantly heard in our pulpits? Did
any one ever hear a Baptist church ever even alluded
to? A minister who should substitute party for Christ,
would soon find himself deserted by all who have
I~arned Christ as we have.—Obedience to Christ,
obedience to the Bible, this is the duty always enforc-
ed ; and if our ministers seem, thus, to advocate bap-
tism ; and if members of other churches feel that, to
obey, they must-be baptized, still the preachers are
not accountabls for this. It is the conscience of the
hearer which thus interprets his language.

If we turn to history, what is its testimony ? In all
ages the Baptists have suffered for maintaining the
| right of private judgment ; a right which asserts for
| every man the privilege and duty of reading the word
of God for himself, and obeying the convictions of his
own consciepce. . But how can this right consist with
party spirit? Ifow preposterous to teach that each
man's salvation depends on his studying the Bible, and
following the light he has, and yet to require men to
follow any human guide. “Though we, or an angel
preach any other gospel, let him be accursed.” This
18 an epitome of the doctrine ever inculeated by the
Baptist churches ; and this doctrine plainly reprobates
as impious, the arrogance of any human guide who
would snbstitute his views or influence for the plain
teaching of the Sacred Oracle.

We will only add that, having no human articles,
| rejecting all creeds but the word of God, we are not

tempted to cherish party spirit, as most other denomi-
| nations are. “ When [ say religion, I mean the
{ Christian religion ; that is, the Protestant religion ;
| that is the religion of the Church of England.” Such
i8 the language put into the mouth of u zealous parti-
zan by a witly writer, and there is much ipstruetion
{init. Where there is a large ecclesiastical ani
|'zation, bound together by certain articles, there wil
| be danger lest Christ be supplanted by Churéh, and
attachment to a creed be stronger than loyalty ®
truth,

Now, we have no sueh organization.—Otr chureh.-
es are igdependent. . They require. subscription to 40
human creed as a bond of union. They send each
individual to Christ. They subject neither mirisfer
nor Membar to the necessity of conforaring to artices
lupg consecrated. In short, their only standard of
faith and practice is the Scriptures, which tiey
believe tobe ample, and abundantly plain, to guideall

into all truth.—True Union,

Iy;ﬁ-a;aus on Baptism,
The passage in this early Christian writer which

WHrwhich were commy- |

many have thought referred td infant buptism, is the
following:

“Christ cams to save all through himself; all, 1

| volumes each, . .

| the wav to be saved.

f other communions have charged them with prose- |
Iyting; nor, upon the whole, is this surprising.— |

say, who through him are regenerated to God—infants,
and little ones, and children and, youth, aud the aged.
—Therefore he passed through every age respectively,
sanctifying infants by becomiag an infant to them;
to little ones as a little one, sulictifying those of this
age. "

In the last number of the Riblotheca, we have a
learned article from the pen of Dr. Chase, on the
meaning of the phrase, “regenerated to Ged.” In
his-opinion, Christ is here represented as the Regen-
erator of mankind. 'This result is confirmed by the
indepéndent examination of other able men,

Maoy learned men on the Continent take the same
view of the passage. Gieseler omits to notice it as
connected with Baptism. Von Coln, Munsher and
Roosler deny its validity. Baumgarten, Crusius and
Hagenbach say that it meang that all, of every age,
may participate in the blessings which Christ has
procured as their substitute.~~Watch § Reflec.

CGvangelical’ Progress.

Canada Sunday School Union.

The Chair was occupied by the Hon. James Fer-
rier, and the Report read by Mr. Gibson, of the
High School.

The following is an abstract :—

Issues of Publications . 16,713

Number of Libraries issued mostly
at half price; and containing about 100

. 73
Income . . . . £403 13
Expenditure far purchase of books,
&c., . . . ’ 399 8

Free grants in books to schools in the
country to the value of . . . £96 19

Rev. C. Lavel, in moving the adoption of the Re-
port, said that plans for the renovation of the werld

but they were all abonive because they knew not the
true character of the auman mind—innate depravity,
nor the only adequate remedy for the evil—the Gos-
pel. But the Sabbath School was an agency just
suited to attain the desired object. Here the light of
God shines into the heart ; His word cleanses—His
spirit ssnctites. Knowledge is poyer; yes, but
take care. Unsanctified knowledge is unsanctified
power. Unless- it be holy heavenly knowledge it is
destructive in its results ; bnt the Sabbath School
communicates knowledge of the right kind. Itisa
guard and asylum for impetuous youth, separating
him from the company of the ungodly. The dignity

of the Sabbath School Teacher’s work is great ; he
is working in the mint of Heaven—impressing the
image of God on the immortal spirits around him.—
Sunday School Teachers are primary planets in the

system of the Gospel, reflecting upon their satelites

{ the beams of the Sun of righteousness. He might

also advert to the ‘mportance of beginning this work
early. A distinguislied Minister in adlressing his

| people, over whom he had been settled twenty years,
{ informed them that he had never known but three

ons over the age of forty-five who had enquired
Sabbath School Libraries too
are most important. A-little boy took home ¢ Bax-
ter's Call, and read it to his mother and neighbors ;
this proved instrumental in the salvation of twenty-
two souls. A Roman Catholic boy received a New
Testament at a Sabbath School and took it home.—
His mother\ and sisters were much pleased, but the
Priest came in, and noticing it, this messenger of
mercy took up the word of God and put into the fire.
The mother and family were surprised and distressed,
but the kind and considerate man went away with-
out any explanation, leaving them in tears. The
boy said, Oh mother don't cry, I have the first nine
chapters of Matthew by heart, and the Priest cannot
burn that. We wish you, said the speaker, address-
ing the audience, to give to the rising generation of
Canada what the Priests cannot burn.

Rev. Mr. M'Gill proposed the second Resolution
as follows :

2. That this meeting recognizes the vast import-
ance of Sabbath School instruction, in conveying to
the minds of the rising generation a kn wiedge of
the “truth as it is in Jesus;” and that the signal
success which has attended Sabbath School Teach-
ers, should act as an incentive -to engage in so bless-
ed a work. i

| —He said there was a prominent provision made for

the instruction of children in the New Testament.—
All truth is important to be made, but what truth is
equal to th® truth as it is in Jesus? This is the ob-
Ject of Sabbath Schools. Let us remember that the
young of the Church are the seed which is to increase
it nd itis by instructing the young that the gates
of hell shall not prevail against the chu
Scripturey are well adapted to arrest you

t

atten-

| tion—a sfriking proof of their origin in Divine wis-

dom. I is to communicate and illustrate thes

Scriptures that the Sabbath School Teacher devotes
himself m the midst of the solemnities of the school,
and all the edjuncts and helps connected w
When be (Mr. M‘G.) reflected on the Miss
Maps, Missionary Records, and Missionary Addr
es delivered in Sabbath Schools, he could not
thinking that the Missionary spirit which the

so much needed and desired to s

cmanate from Sabbath Schools.

Rew Mr. M¢‘Loud seconded the motion.
Sabbath School Society has a direct
ourselves. Relicious Socicties were us
beneft of others thau the supporters of taem, but
this vas for our own chur and families,
of Gud’s plan for the salvation of the wo [
seleaion of Abraham and his seed for his church,
under the.new dispensation in which believers are
Abriham’s spiritual seed, extends and fills the world,
and what means does he provide for its edification ?
He zave a holy, just, and good law to the Israelites,
which was to be taught to their children day after
day week after week, and year after year, at all op
pottunities. What has been the effect of this sys-
te? Why, that the Jew remains a Jew to the pre-
seit day. His system is so burned into his mind in
yoith by this dfilling, that he remains a Jew where-
evr he goes. The child of the Catholic is also
theroughly trained and remains a Catholic ; the Hin-
deo mother tukes her child to the idol temple, and it
remains a Hindoo ; the nominal christian’s training
of his children too often produces infidels. There is
alaw here. Plants will grow as they are trained.
Soldiers, owing to their traiging, are always ready
br battle, and will always conquer any number of
nen who are not trained. Now, let us take the prin-
tiple of the Jew, the Romanist, and the Hindoo, and
1se it to inculcate a better faith. Legislators must
learn much. Prisons will not improve men. When
General Harrison, who had been a Sabbath School
Teacher himself on the banks of the Ohio, went to
Washington as the President of the United States,
his gardener advised him to get a dog to keep the
boys from bis garden. He replied, No, no, get a
Sabbath School Teacher for them. There is much
that is defective in Sabbath Schools. He had visited
one on this continent where he saw one teacher with
liis back to his class reading a book ; two talking
together ; one paring his nails ; one examining a
child’s cap; three doing nothing—and one with
every eye fixed upon and every mind drinking insa-
cred knowledge from his lips. He (Mr. M‘L.)
hoped there wére not many schools like that, but
there are other imperfections which are common.
Teachers, for instance, sometimes come late, and
find their classes nssembled. Baut the teacher should
be the “model of his ¢lass. Want of preparation is
anather ‘great evil. No teacher can find the illus-
trations and improvement to be drawn from the les-
son without study. A Teacher who studies will se-
cure - the ‘attention “of his class. Thers is also a
want of prayer, and a want of visiting, though both
are indispensable to success. A simple principle
which will secure the efficicicy of Sunday Schools,
is “that -each weacher take -care of his own"class.
There-is- a- want of = -sense of responsibikity, but
Suiday School teaching is a great work, and th

| that we now most respectful
| of their countenance

—

teacher should feel it. If a child becomes gagious
about his scul, the teacher should be prepased to lead
him on to Jesus. The importance of BiblesClasses
is not rightly estimated, The whole charch should
be in the Sabbath School. In his (Mr. McLoud's)
opinion, the best way to spend the Sabbath would be
to have preaching in the morning, Bible Class of the
whole congregation in the afternoon, and prayer
meeting for the blessing of God in the evening, =
More Scriptural knowledge, he thought, would be
communicated in this than in ony other way.  He
had observed the accounts of revivals lately, -and no-
ticed that a large proportion of them had commenced
in the Sunday Schools. This shews God's blessing
upon this work., Let us, therefore, goon and im-
prove, making constant advanees towards perfection.
Our motto in this matter shonld be—* Excelsior.”

The Rev, W. Taylor moved the third resolution as
follows ;—

3. That we rejoice to hear of the extension of the
borders of this Society, and that the great design of
Sabbath Schools may be answered yet more in the
conversion of souls, we pledge oursclves to assist in
this great work by our prayers and pecuniary contri-
butions.
~—He knew of no Iastitution more admirahly adapted
to the circumstances of Canada. than this Union.
There are many destitute localities where they are
not able to support the stated ministry——but they can
all have Sabbath Schools, which, through the aid of
this Society, may be rendered very efficient. The
ignorance in some country, places, even among Pro-
testants,, was very great. He would mention one
Ca80 [~

A stout farmer, who was not a member of any
church, wished a minister to baptize his child. He
was asked if he .was a Christian ; and replied, ¢ Oh,
yes, I am a Christian—I never was anything else.”
“How do you expect to be saved 7" He thought a
little; and answered, *“By taking the name of the
Lord our God in vain.,” Wiile this dense ignorance
continues, there is urgent need for the Sabbath
School ; and he knew not what could take its place.
Then, oh how valuable the libraries are to the young
in the bush. He rejoiced ut the fact that 73 libraries
had been issued to Sabbath Schools in various parts
Sabbath Schoo's need no de-

»nce now, though-the time has been when a Chris-
an church made the establishment of a Sabbath
School in its neighborhood, a cause of fasting and
humiliation. He apprehended that churches would
now rather make it a cause of fasting ard humilia-
tion if they had no Sabbath Schools.

+

" Canada last year.

There is a
great change in the feelings of men, compared with
former days. Peace—love—catholicity are the cha-
racteristics of the present age ; in of the spirit
of sectarian strife which anim ple in former
times ; and this is, at least in a good degree to be
attributed to Sabbath School teaching. He had so
much of the it of the old Scottish Cevenanters as
to like pledges. He would therefore a the young

f
men and women present t ledge themselves to pray
for, contri the Sabbath School.

"They may thus make their influence felt in the

church : and ance the world for good, long after
they are laid in therdus

Rev. Mr. Cox remembered to have heard of a good
old lady who pronounced every sermon the best she
had ever heard in her life, and so it was with these
Societies—every one, when we heard its claims ad-
vocated, appeared the most important. Look at the
influence of Sabbath Schools on a world lying in
gross mental darkness. What so likely to enlighten
that darkness? A great majority of the missionaries
now in the field have been trained up in Sabbath
Schools. Yet our machinery may be good, but with-
out the influence of God the Holy Spirit, nothing will
be effected. He mentioned the case of a lady who
had been the means of converting every individual
of three classes. In her private journal were found
the following entries :—*‘ Resolved that I will pray
every day for every member in my class;” and, far-
ther on, “Resolved that I will pray daily for every
one, and expect an answer.” The peace and safety
of society depends more on public opinion and public
character than enactments, and therefore the affairs
of nations may depend on Sabbath School teacking.
Train the children right, and they will ring the fune-
ral knell of some of the fearful vices which desolate
society. He would recommend the employment of a
travelling agent, to visit echools, examine libraries,
and advance the cause. There are exceedingly few
books in houses in the country——generally not half a
dozen, over and above the Bible. How important to
extend knowlelge. If a tes could shew a way
to make all your chi'dren rich, Calfornia diggi gs
would be deserted. The Sabbath School gives true
riches, better than much fine gold. Let there be as

¢

much energy and vitality in
by those who are rushing to

irk, as is shewn

{ Let

| rich and ‘poor send their children to Sabbath
| School.

Rev. H. Wi'kes
lows :—
4. That we now tende

" »r our thanks to the *.‘:fi4,"\‘

Tract Society anl Sunday School Union of London,

moved the resolution as fol-

| also to the American Sunday School Union of New

ient aid efforded this Society ; and
ly solicit a continuance

1 support.

York, for the ef

He said S. Schoo e a characteristic of Protest-
ant evancelical churches. It is believed there are in
Great Britain 2,000,000 scholars, and 500,000 teach-
engaged every Lord's dav. Pass through
France, Austria, or Italy, but you will not find many
Sabbath ‘School Scholars. - In all mission stations
you have the Sabbath schools. Wherever you have
the Bible you have the Sabbath school, and only
there—at least, such Sabbath schools as aro worthy
the name. Mr. McLoud's idea about congrega-
ional Bible classes, put him in mind of the practice
church of the Oratoire at Geneva. At 9
¢, Dr. Merle @' Aubigne condueted the services,
which were liturgical, devotional, p-eaching, and
beautiful singing. They closed about 11 o'clock,
and almost immediately after, the place was filled
with young persons to be trained by the cclebrated
Professor (Giaussen. This was his peculiar depart-
ment to train the young catechetically, and he con-
ducted it admirably. Perhap® one reason why our
beloved Fatherland was in a state of quiet, while all
Europe was in a state of revolution, might be drawn
from its Sabbath schoole. All who would have a
healthy and happy state of society, must begin with
the y-;lll!_{. Penal colonies are not so effectual for
converting rogues into honest men as ragged schoo's.
There is now a deep and thrilling interest in the im-
provement of the young in Britain, which is worthy
of praise and imitation.
The exercises were concluded in the usual manner.
Collection £12 bs 5d.—Montreal Witness.

The School and the Familp.

To Children.

BY BEV, WILLIAM 8. PLUMER,

To all little boys and girs, who live in the Western
country, and ‘who shall read this letter, I send my
best wishes and kindest words. I am now no longer
'\'nun’g; I,’f‘t it seems to 1ne bViL a few du_\‘s f«in(ff‘, like
you, I was a child in the West. The first thing I
remember to have seen was the bottom of one of your
noble rivers, covered with beautiful shells and pebbles.
All my early recollections, till I was grown a man,
are about your sports, and forests, and people, I
used to play at cat and corner-brll, and go to singing
school, and build turkey-pens, and set partridge traps,
and go a hunting. In thuse days, things wero very
different from what they are now. Ask the old peo-
ple and they will tell you all about it. But I wish to
give you some advice. It shall be short, and kind,
and good.

1. Never attempt to do any thing that is not right.
Just o sure as you do, you will get into trouble.
Sin always brings sorrow soouner or later. If you
aven suspect that anything is wicked, do it nat,
until you are sure that your suspicions are ground-




