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* detinue end wtiieh is fo*eign to the 
ordinary work of government.

1 am inclined to ask of those who 
would like a separate farmers’ party, 
“ Wnat is the work suck a party could 
hope to dof” and “ Why do they think 
a farmer»’ party would he succeosful in 
doing that work!" Mere denunciation 
of the preeent governing partie» we 
have already heard more than enough 
of; throwing dirt at the men who have 
beaten you is worse than childish and 
plausible generalities are only the e*
• usee of men who have nothing pointed 
and praeticnl to say. Let those among 
us who want a separate farmers’ party 
give us an outline of what they con 
aider a farmers’ policy, and then state 
their reasons why a *eparate party is 
likely to achieve its success. One 
paragraph along this line will give more 
light to the readers of The Guide than 
many page* of emotional diatribe» or 
slanderous misdescriptions of men the 
writers envy. 1 may, 1 think, claim 
that in thi* respect 1 have not shirked 
the issue, 1 am a member of the Grain 
Growers’ Association, because farming 
is the most important calling in Wt*t 
vta Canada, because in the past its in 
tercels have aot received from either of 
the governing parties the amount of 
atteation that its justly due it, the 
reason being that its rights and wants 
have not found utterance and The 
Grain Growers’ Association, in bringing 
opportunity to the farmers to to 
operate to discuss and consider indust 
rial maters, Vould be a powerful 
agency in helping us to educate each 
other; to take up subjects of special 
importance and by lively agitation 
pres* them upon the attention of what 
ever party happened to be in office; 
that out of such action would grow 
other things, I feel quite sure. For 
instance, by taking part in open dis 
cussion at our sub association meetings 
and at our public conventions, many 
mm would be fitting themselves to fill 
the various public vocations, such as 
perlsameat, the legislature, and the 
municipality, learning not merely to 
talk but to think, and learning not self 
assertion but what is often more dllb 
cult and more useful, self restraint; and 
altogether apart from fitting manners, 
to be useful representative* of their 
fellow*, there would naturally fellow 
that general uplifting of lb# whole 
which would make il impossible for de 
signing men to use us as tools as thev 
have too often done in the post—Im 
possible because our enhanced self 
respect would prevent us being the tool 
of any nee ft is, | know, a bard lee 
sue to U*m, and both individuals and 
communities Isom it slowly We never 
get re»i <*te*s by other* until wr ir,fb 
to respert ourselves, and ewr friendly 
discernions would not fell to help us to 
•no that we bate rights that are worth 
maintaining by constant care awn 
work as thw |-e«formed by the Gram 
Growers’ Association, woe Id resell in 
giving ns n real political power tant no 
mem political machinery could ever 
give wo. It lo a bard thing to ter. 
bet at the hazard of offending some I 
will dare it. Our political helplewooew 
te duo in s wnch greater estent to our 
Inch of intelligent interest than »wr 
Inch ef political organ ira t ion

There in one aspect of thw question 
that so far baa not been remarked at—n 
If these who do nod belong to either 
political party ese the Grain firms era* 
Association to start a new party, wbat 
Is likely te bo tbe action of these mem 
»er» who are believers in tbe party 
•«stem and a bo are aim members of 
the asm» ta line In my own pantin**
•»f Asvkstcbewan we have the» sad* of 
sine we t'oomr v stives who nr* members 
of the hboc >at ton and an even larger 
a amber of blush If the little clique 
thut Mr Kirhbam spooks for were to 
nee the or gam cation for the purpose 
he desires oh? should not the ethers do 
the some Xe douht with lb«t wide 
Mershty that marks the pointai in 
dependent we shall he assured tbet ee 
can joint them On aaaetly the same 
line* I d« not hnew of anything v at 
nrev mu anyone today from ydalag the 
Liberal or fens en stive party as he 
feels inclined My point te the so 
celled independent has a# more right te 
w»e the Gram Growers’ Amorialim to 
farther kte Party « tow than tbe Cmi 
son alive ee Libwal has to farther their 
party view W# shall he. iaslead ef 
a source of strength, ta object of de

rlaiou And wbyf Because »e had 
uot sense enough to profit by the 
experience of the past and the manifold 
examples that abound for our instruc­
tion. Take our mutual opponent», the 
manufacturers. When they organized 
they had far too much worldly sense 
to think of starting a separate or new 
.party. They set to work and practical 
!y captured both parties, with the result 
that one of their officials boasted only 
a few months ago that they held the 
West in their grip and had power, if 
they wished to use it, to turn our title» 
/.to a desert

In the views 1 have placed before 
The Guide I shall be totally mi.under 
stood if anyone suppose» that 1 am 
against starting a new political party. 
Not at all. if the Latin named gentle 
man or Mr. Kirkham want a new party 
started why let them raise the drey 
crus* and organize a series of meetings 
or a*-t in any way they thin . fit in 
furtherance of their desire, and for one 
1 shall wish them God speed, for in 
many respects a new party ens'ly
be better than either of the old one*, 
but neither these gentlemen nor any one 
else have any right to use the Gra.n 
Growers’ Association as a stamping 
ground for their antics. But 1 feel 
fully persuaded that there is only nan 
path of safety for our farmer*’ organ 
ization and that is to keep clear away 
from any interference with organized 
politic», because 1 am also fully |*#r- 
-uaded that it represents the great»**: 
though oerhnpe not the only daugei 

of us.
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