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llut yow ask. «hat kind ti a law could 
be |men! lo benefit bold pnwlocer and 
consumer? I answer, no law. The 
thing is imposaiWc. The only purpose 
of law ikutilil be to enforce natural 
laws. And yew cannot pmeiblv interfere 
wild Ike lane of nature lo l.rnefit owe 
data « it hunt injuring Ide older.

Congress cannot give lo one men with* 
owl taking from another. What congress 
by law givra to the producer, il lakes from 
I lie consumer. W here else could il get 
il? Il cannot rai^e the selling price for 
Hie producer ail bout also raising the coal 
price lo the consumer. For it ia the 
consumer—and he alone—must give a hal 
the producer get*. And so all that the 
producers gain by Protective the con­
sumers luee.

I repeal that whatever the law enables 
the producer to get in addition to the nor­
mal price, ahkh is the pfire set «red in 
open competition—il commis Ike pro­
ducer to give. If this is But class legis­
lation. then abat is?

A just government does not evist for 
tbr purpose uf helping one rlsaa plunder 
another, or lo enrich one class el I he 
expense of another. Neither docs it 
exist lo compel one Hass of cilisens 
to pay to another a higher price than can 
be obtained by the natural laws of trade. 
In fact govemaMnt exists to prevent 
these very things. No greater violation 
of the natural rights of man ass ever 
shornn than in the enactment of a pro­
tective tariff.
The Consumer has Nothing to Sap

One can see from the very nature of 
things that protection is a measure by the 
pr.Mjucer and for the producer. And he 
has only to see how all tariff laws are 
framed to be more fully convinced. 
Who frame them? The producer. Who 
fix the rates? The producer. The con­
sumer is aot there. He is aot even con-
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aidered. The consumer ia aw unknown 
individual at Washington.

In a reveal S|«eeib ti great forre, 
eloquence aad Irwlb. Henat«*r Cummins.
of Iowa. — after commenting on the
etler ignoring «4 the interests ami demands 
of the consumer—uttered these warning 
words: **l know, hlr. President, I hat 
Ike Voieea <4 those that are clamoring 
for aa incmw «4 cualom-house taxation 
are more distinctly heard ia I he corridors 
and committee room» «4 the Senate); 
hut there will come a lime presently 
when the clamor of the millions a ho weal 
some relief will sound like the roar of a 
thousand Niagaras from use ocean to the 
other.**

Senator La Follette, of Wleronein. 
Senator Gore, Oklahoma, and a few oilier 
courageous men of both parties—but 
only a few—have repeatedly called the 
•llewtrue of the representatives «4 private 
interests that there really is such a thing 
as "the 'consumer.** Their eloquent 
and unanswerable pleas have been useless 
—save as a means of enlightening the 
country. The only ma a recognised ia a 
protection measure is the producer. 
It is now "uu to the profile** lo lei con­
gress know that a law who h ranches the 
producer at the cost of the consumer is 
an unjust law.

Senator UoWver, ti Iowa, ia one of the 
greatest s|>ercbea ever made in the l niled 
States Senate, recently showed that the 
present l'a y ne tariff till did not originate 
even ia the famous tin*ace (.ommillee. 
He slto«ir»J that these very acbcdules 
Bow bring deleted were prepared even 
"before the House < ummillre was ap­
pointed. ** From a letter written before 
the Ways and Mean* (ora mil tee bad held 
its first meeting, be showed practically 
the exact language found io the Feyae 
bill as it passed the House aad ia the 
report of the Finance Committee of the 
Senate. And so it was the producer who

framed the terms of Ido dill. It was 
framed in their privai» officer No own 
car»» even lw dewy it. And it will be

As shoe ins that it it not the consumer 
who demands a tariff, nor writes tariff 
schetliiles. and that the producer is the 
man. end the only man considered, or 
benefit led by a protective tariff; we have 
indications in a speech, made by Ike lion, 
lode h her man. «4 Okie, wap dark in 
IBV9. In those days statesmen seemed 
not to have become so hardened as to 
even claim I hal a protective tariff benefits 
l he consumer. They seem In have 
realised that Ihev were sacrificing the 
consumer for the benefit of (he producer, 
though they thought il a necessary, but 
temporary, sacrifice. They did not ex-

Cit In last long. In fact, they prom- 
tdatU uauld net last lung.

It «as ia IWJ7 that wae formed the 
agreement between the wm»l grower and 
the wool manufacturer as to the tariff 
rates ahich should exist. John Sherman 
then useil this remarkable langea re, as 
quoted by Senator DoHiver: "Il is 
said. I know, that there was a very im­
portant claea «4 people not consulted 
when this arrangement was made. That 
is true; the consumers were not consulted, 
and the consumers have to psy tbs in­
creased cost.”

* • *
A man at • Glasgow hotel. In a load 

tone of voice, called hie friend hack 
ju«t as be was leaving the dining room 
and then whispered to him—" How far 
would vow have got 4 I hadn't called you 
back?* The other, straightening him- 
self up, replied in a tone, loud enough 
for all to lirai—" No, sir. I won't lend you 
five pounds. I haven’t got it on me. and 
H I had I would at let yew have it weld 
you paid me what you harrowed twa 
months ago." liie friend will never call 
dim back again in a public diaiag-reom.


