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FARMER’S ADVOCATE AND HOME JOURNAL, WINNIPEG
V :d weeds. Mildew ate the stalks, 

practice of leaving lands fallow every foesi _ j lled the standing grain, 
other year in certain localities and wi 1 instructive birds ravaged the fields

EXCURSION RATES!
Tickets at very low rates are on sale during all 

of this month to EASTERN CANADA and to 
CHICAGO, ST. LOUIS, MILWAUKEE, KAN­
SAS CITY, DUBUQUE, and CEDAR RAPIDS 
the States Excursions applying only from Sas­
katchewan and Alberta), with long limits and 
other privileges via the

CHICAGO

MILWAUKEE & St. PAUL
RAILWAY

Route of the Pioneer Limited—famous train of 
the world—the Government FAST MAIL and the 
Day-light Express.

Magnificent Mississippi River scenery, Double 
Track, Block Signals.

Get the BEST RUN FOR YOUR MONEY by 
having your ticket routed this way.

J. I. GILLICK
Commercial Agent

549 Main St., 
Winnipeg

W. B. DIXON
A. G. P. A*

365 Robert St., 
St. Paul

Brampton JERSEYS Canada’s
Premier Herd

Strengthened regularly by Importation»
” ! Island of Jersey.

_ ------_ ---------------- -------- -------------- from United
States, England and the 
We have animals of all agea and both sexes for sale, 
and the largest herd in Canada to choose from.
Write for prices and particulars.
Long distance 'phone at farm.

B. H. BULL A. SON BRAMPTON. ONT.

“ Suffolk Punch *................
EIGHT Imported Stallions for sale of the highest 
breeding and quality. All guaranteed absolutely 
sound ami gentle. Agee—Six, rising three and two rising 
five. Prices moderate. Terms easy. Satisfaction given 
For further particulars apply to

JAQUES BROS.
THE SUFFOLK HORSE FARM 

LAMERTON P. 0. M miles from Alix Station, Alta.

INTENDING SETTLERS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA
TAKE A HINT If you have plenty of money take a Rood look around but do not 
settle until you have visited the famous Maple Ridge Fruit District at Port Ham 
mond, but if you have not any to spare come right to Port Hammond —you will make
no mistake. Only 24 miles from Vancouver, on main line of C.P.R. and with (i trains 
and 2 ttouts a day we have excellent shipping faculties. First class soil, the best of 
water, good fishing and shooting Write for list of farms and reliable information to

EDWARD W POWELL, PORT HAMMOND. B.
Keep this ad. It will come in handy, if not to you. to your friends, ami the infor­
mation is worth having.

c.

SUFFOLK HORSES
-AND-

SUFFOLK SHEEP
IMPORTED STALLIONS for sale, 

winners at the Dominion and other 
fairs.

RAM AND EWE LAMBS for sale 
bred from imported rams and ewes,
Three Championships and six firsts 
awarded to this llock at Dominion Exhibition, 1908.

, Destructive biros ravageu mo nymo 
certain soils. He gives precise rut. ,)1C day the seed grain went into
for a rotation of crops. Wheat shou < until the new grain was safely
be followed by pulse—jieas, beans, etc. _
Never, he warns, should flax lie put in ' ■ a vivid description of
after a year of wheat. So unpoetical The poe f gD^s a‘ the
a subject as the use of manures he does a harves; s steers.”
not pass over. He advises a liberal joyful Various signs of
sprinkling of wood ashes on certain He gnes ^ 1 the foreboding flight
soils. He says the burning of the long the coming st^!.n‘he. “j .rows-thc
stubble gives a higher, tone totheland. of ^mnes, ̂ mxens^. of

of his agri- the swallows—-the croaking of rogs,
cultural precepts the activities of the ant, carrying her
cultural precepts. "—the moon’s horns obscured—

The farming utensils as compared . ’ rising or setting with face dim-
with ours were certainly primitive, the sun rising
Most frequently mentioned are plows, med.
harrows and “slow-rolling wains.” The Precepts are given for occupations 
plow was usually constructed of three during had weather. Sharpen youi 
different kinds of wood in its different plow-share; stamp marks on your sheep, 
parts. The support of the share was nUmber your grain sacks; sharpen stakes 
elm. For other portions linden and for the vines; weave baskets; parch your 
beech were commonly employed. Di- grain; make snares for birds;, drive your 
rections are given for using both plows flQck of sheep into the river, 
and harrows. The mention of the instructions for making a threshing 
‘glittering share” shows that the farmer ^oor are explicit. Level with a roller 

cared for his tools. Steers were the ;md consolidate with chalk. Get rid 
draught animals most in use. The frQm the threshing-room of mice, moles, 
Italian farmer is recommended to bats weevd ants, and other pests.
5SX5S. Mow yeai\'°“Rule your ' One solitary picture are - you*
'ant "n^onsiy an/give it frequent safed °l a ^side8 of h s° whicht 
exercise, advises the farmer-poet. wants uy, L , .

Interesting, indeed, are his cautions laden with oil an app 
regarding the selection of seed. If the Virgil was always a deeply religious 
quality of the grain is not to degenerate poet, and in his work on farming there 
you must each year cull out the largest. are many touches that indicate how 
The seed should be artificially prepared thoroughly and continuously he be- 
for the soil. If you steep the grain in ]jeved in the ]rower and influence of the 
salt-petre and black lees of oil you will poman gods. One of the most im- 
have a bigger crop. This is surely the preSsive passages in the Georgies is a 
forerunner (two thousand years ahead p,4ef injunction at the end of a list of 
of time) of our steeping peas before preCepts : ‘‘Above all venerate the gods 
sowing in a weevil-killing liquid, or our and renew to great Ceres (the goddess 
soaking of legumes in a mixture charged nf grain) the sacred annual rites.” 
with millions of bacilli whose function Here we have the counterpart of our 
is to draw nitrogen from the air. annual Thanksgiving Festival, the ex-

The Italian farmer had an infallible pression of gratitude for bounteous crops 
soaking of legumes in a mixture charged and plenteous fruits.
with millions of bacilli whose function A time in the history of our Pro- 
.s to draw nitrogen from the air. vince when the movement of population

The Italian farmer had an infallible from country to town and city is 
and picturesque almanac flaming across assuming menacing proportions it is 
the sky. He knew well the constel- fitting that emphasis should be laid on 
lations and the planets, and the first the satisfactions and pleasures of rural 
magnitude stars, and his times and fife. Nowhere in the literature of the 
seasons were measured by these heaven- world can so fine a passage be found 
ly beacons. The signs of the Zodiac, jn praise of the country as in the second 
the twelve constellations through which Géorgie. I take the liberty of para- 
moves the sun, determined mainly the phrasing it somewhat freely and of 
period of farming operations, sowing omitting some unimportant particulars : 
and reaping, "bow barley and flax
when Libra makes the hours of day and 
night equal.” “Sow millet when th 
Bull rises and the Dog-star sets.

“O who will place me in the cool 
lT.t U1 u“y ‘‘Vu valleys and shelter me with the spacious 
..1 " shade of overhanging boughs? Happy

Virgil’s astronomical directions are
mging boughs 

is the man who has been able to come
___   * * <s_ y close to nature and to examine the

causes of things, and to put beneath 
his feet all fears and inexorable destiny 
and the terrors of the lower world. 
Blest, too, is the man who worships the 
rural gods; him neither the rods of 
authority nor the purple of kings can 
disturb, nor perplexing discord, nor in­timer was always up nelore the (lawn. ,■ 1 ‘ , % , /, t

knew the stars of the morning, but V.adln8 ^ n,,‘r th^ ^airs of the great 
ore the stars of evening had assumed Clty‘ n°r thc doWT\fa1' of st:ltîS- lSut?h

JAQUES BROS., 5’5. Inglcton P.O., Alta.

Pleiades set.” “Sow vetches and kid­
ney-beans and lentils when Bootes 
sets." That word “sets” tells a tale.
By the "setting” of a star was meant 
its going down in the west just before the 
sun rose in the east. The farmer in 
summer was always up before the dawn 
He ‘
before me stars oi evening ,lllu .^umvu , , ,
their brilliancy he was sleeping the sleep a grf,eXes not to° ™uch ,at the 
of the tired. Fall plowing began when IV'™ of fth*' PoorV noJ, doest,he entY,>' 
Arcturus rose in September. The fiery *h%st?te of„th? nch" ,H= gathers the 
Scorpion, the Kids, the Dragon, all had o'" tle trees and the grain from
their intimations for the up-gazing tr° h,ng land,s;1 He k,n,°WS ™thmg 
husbandman of old. g of cruel laws and the maddening forum

th.. <rr-.;,i ic ,,,, v;,„u nnd the public courts. Various are.liter tne grain is up \ îrgil recom- , • , , . .mends that in certain conditions it be îhe, 7'i'"T>"ti<>ns and ambitions of men, 
fed down to the level of the soil by the • f"r ™C the count,7 
cattle to prevent too luxuriant growth.

The important question of rain and 
moisture for the growing crops is con 
sidered. The gigantic scheme of ('. p.
R. irrigation in Alberta had its primitive 
example in Europe two thousand years 
ago. If the summer is not moist, 
declares the poet, you must divert the 
streams and rill's over the sown ticMs.
‘‘Gurgling waters allay the thirst v 
lands, therefore decoy the torrents 
over the plains.”

Weeds there were in ahund.u • in 
old Italy. Although there was 
James Fletcher to write a v. Tic , 
the Farm Weeds of Italy, Virgil 
us a short catalogue of the most i 
All of Virgil’s list but one 1 find •. , 
tinned in Mr. Fletcher s recent vein;: 
wild succory, thc l.tzv thistle up); • ; 
horrid spikes, burs, darnel, wil l 
ettllrop. Reverent V’irgil give* v ;h. 
cause of the prevalence of weed, 
himself willed that the wavs 
should tic a be easv

The growing crop- had i ■ t .•••.:

The farmer 
cleaves the earth with the curved 
plow; then follow the labors of the 
year by which he supports his country' 
and his home, his herds of kine and his 
tine steers. There is no cessation in his 
gains, for the year produces now apples, 
now the yotmg of the flocks, now the 
corn sheaf. The furrows are pregnant 
with increase and the bams are full to 
bursting. The autumn in its turn lay's 
down ils varied offerings; high on the 
sunny rocks the mild vintage is ripened. 
V ben winter comes the olive is pounded 

! presses, the pigs come home 
v. i t h pleasure at their fill of 
In thc country the sweet 
i v g around their parents’ 

envied kiss to share;” the 
oine preserves its purity; the 
ycr.d their udders full of milk; 
c, ! - disport on the cheerful 

life the ancient Sabines 
1 By such a life Etruria 

Thus, too, became Rome 
and ; he beauty of the universe 

'Vi;TUKRAi.i., B. A. in A. O. f.
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