JANUARY 28, 1922*

THE CATHOLIC RECORD

|
probably true, and so I began my | of the weather sinte it kept hHI financial aspects. The appearance ADVENT PASTORALS
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better for the first Friday in July.| ‘' The father would have done | therefore, sponsored and paid for |
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DIAMONDS—

Daddy, will you begin your novena |

next time ¥’

The father answered huskily :
“Yes, Margretta, I'll go with you,
please God."

his peace with God, and showed sin-
cere and heartfelt appreciation for
the marvelous favor which had been

bestowed on him. It was incredible |

that Margretta still lived, and it
would be miraculous if she were
well enough to go to Chureh on the

first Friday of July. The Master of |
life and death decreed that the |
little one’s wigh should not be frus- |

trated, and at the early Mass in the

little chapel at the hospital, the |

father and mother helped their
daughter to the altar rail. - There

the reconciliation was made com- |

plete when the three received Com-

munion for the first time in the | [ 1
|and to get home quickly, Frankie
| opened with trembling hand the

lifetime of the little Adorer of the
Sacred Heart.

A SALUTARY LESSON

~
By Rev. Father F. J. Berhor t

Joseph Wagner was thv proprietor |
of a wood-turning shop in a village |

called Ukopolis. He had learned
the trade from his father and being
the only son had inherited his busi-
ness. He had married a good and
faithful wife, who looked after the
house and the little flock of chil-
dren. Frankie, eleven years old,

appeared to be very much inter l‘ktcd |

in the work of his father and
promised to be a great help to him,
when once old enough. . Everything
in the family went along nicely ; all
were happy and contented, but

occasionally a dreary cloud hovered |

over the Wagner family. One cir-
cumstance marred their happiness.

Whenever Mr. Wagner made a
good deal in buying wood or in sell-
ing his produets, he would invaria-
bly go to the cupboard to get the
whisky bottle, and have not only
one drink with his uhtmml but
several of them. The sad con-
sequence would be that hv \\uuld
get nervous and ill-tempered and
then there would be “ music in the
air.”” Mrs. Wagner, who on such
oceasions lost ali contrcl of her
husband, would quietly retire into
her chamber, kneel on the bare
floar, and ask the Almighty for help
and assistance in her need. All
vw!l meant admonitions to stop the
‘ treating "’ had remained fruit-
less, even when his good and vener-
able pastor had requested him to
discontinue his old habit, and this
was shown by a stubborn shake of
the head.

It was autumn; the sun was
shining mildly, cold nights came
and the leaves weré falling from
the trees. One day as the last rays
of the sun were appearing on the
horizon, Mr. Wagner was seated in
his room-entertaining a lean man of
his neighboring town, whose gloomy

look and red face snd nose which |

visibly bore the traits ofithe ** Queen
Anne Style,” betrayed the friend

of a “good” drop. This stranger |

better had he come himself,” he
remarked, mixing 8some syrup
with a little brandy and handing it
to the boy saying : ** Here, Frankie,

{ drink this and then hurry quickly
True to his word, the father made |

home.'

The boy took the drink and soon |

felt an agreeable warmth creeping
over him, and started for home.

Out of-doors darkness was reign- |

ing supreme. Going to the saloon,
Frankie saw the little light which
was guiding him as a star, but now
the child was wandering without it
whilst the rain was pouring down ;
he felt more timid now than ever
and started to weep. Of a sudden
a bright idea flashed through his

mind. Many times he had heard |

his father say that g drink of whisky
gave a man new stréngth and cour-
age, and if father said so, it must
be true. In order to expel hisfear

bottie and drank until he began to
cough, then he corked the bottle

| and staggered along, until knocking

against a stone, he fell,

In the Wagner home the conver-
sation finally ecame to an end,
Several times Mrs. Wagner had

| opened the door, but looking about
| saw no one. Now she could stand

it no longer, and being frightened,
“The child must have met with

an accident,” she said, and lighting | that they declined to become a |

| party to any such tactics. They

her lantern dnrl ]»uttmg on a heavy
beaver shawl, ‘‘ I'll go and look for
him, for he is almost gone an hour.”

“My God!” Mr. Wagner ex-

| claimed, and then getting pale,

jumped up, for his conscience had
been awakened, and ran after his
wife, who was already some little
distance ahead, caught up with her
and then walked feeling and seek-
ing along the road, since the wind
had already blown out the lantern.
Mrs. Wagner jas weeping and
sobbing while her tormented hus-
band was lamenting. ‘ Frankie,
my boy, my dearest boy, Frankie,
where are you?”’ But there was no
answer.

Of a sudden Mr. Wagner stum
bled over something. To stoop
down and raise the motionless body
before him was the work of an
instant for the father, who was

th fear and trembling

*“1 have him, Katherine. 1 have
him,”” he eried aloud, being free
from his anguish, and finding the
bottle beside the death-like figure

f his child, picked it up and fired
it into the distance. Then he pressed
the child to his bosom without
noticing the warm drops of blood

| trickling over his head. Mr. Wagner

reached home in haste, his wife
following. When they came into
the lighted room Mrs Wagner
almost fainted when she saw the
blood cozing frem 2 wound on the
child’s forehead.

“My God! my ('hlld is dying and
I am the cause of lt ' the father
eaid despairingly.
a bandage and stop the blood and

| I'll go for the doctor.”

An hour later a doctor was stand-

‘““Katherine, get |

by two Catholic laymen, at a cost of
$50.00 a day, created no small
sensation among these self-sufficient |
people, whose prestige was thus

challenged in gentlemanly fashion, |

in their own very newspapers.
Hitherto their attitude towards the |
Church was that of a superior to an |
inferior, one of toleration and
aloofness. But overnight the situa-
tion seemed to change, and an
aggressive policy was inaugurated
by those who for generations were

considered inarticulate. Within a |
few weeks the newspaper managers |

began to serve notice on the two
Catholic business men that their
advertisements were no longer wel-

come, and the further use of the | . ;
y 2 . i nobility of His moral character, but

also in the display of some trans- |

papers was denied. Paper after
paper did this, until there remained
only the Post, the Dispatch and the
Leader. Of these, the Leader alone

advertisements indefinitely,
On the other hand, the newspaper
managers, owners and editors had

their own troubles. They began to | acknowledge Him as their God.”

be bombarded day after day by

preachers, ministerial unions, and |

male and female Bible-class super-
intendents either to suppress the
Catholic advertisements, or else to
admit to their columns a vilification

| of the Catholic Church. To the

credit of the newpapers be it said

said they would not accept any

| material unless it were educational,

constructive, explanatory and not
abusive.

At length, after about six weeks
of this vain attempt to break up the |

Catholic advertisements, several
Protestant laymen secured a Pro-
testant minister to prepare some
Protestant advertisements, which
appeared for about two weeks in
one Pittsburgh paper, the Dispatch.
In the meantime, preachers all over
the city began to be disturbed by
the Catholic advertisements, and
they sent notices to every news-
paper, advertising their Sunday
sermons on ‘“Why I Am a Prote
ant,”” and purporting to answer
questions based upon the Catholic
advertisements. Yetagain a signif-
icant fact occurred ; not a word of
these things appeared in the Monday
morning papers derogatory to the
Catholic Church.

Within a mionth after the Catholic
advertisements started, it is safe to
say the entire population of the city,
Protestant and Catholie, was on the
alert to see the respective advertise-
ments, Protestant and. Catholic.
They were the topic of conversation
on street cars and railroad trains,
in clubs and restaurants, in business
offices and homes, in schools and
synagogues. During all this relig-

| ious interest, the claims of the

Catholic Church to recognition vied

 with the Disarmament Conference

as the most interesting news item
of the day. The Catholic advertise-

{ ments pursued the even tenor of

their way, one doctrine each day,

< ' : CASH OR CREDI
The Advent pastorals of the Arch- ‘ 1 q ! . gure X

bishops and Bishops of England are

| devoted (o refuting the errors
\ngmdmg the Divinity of Christ

| that have been current in that coun-
try in circles outside the Catholic

| Church. The Archbishop of Bir-

mm;hum thus states the case,

‘Certain wrong headed men,” he
declares, ' have been recently giv-
ing impetus to a very ancient heresy
that once tried to rob our Divine
Saviour of His glory apd to deny
Him thst Divine worship which
rightfully belongs to Him. These
men allow, and are ready to confess,

| that Our Lord was indeed the most
| perfect of the sons of men, and that

He was unique not only in the

cendental relation of origin and
holiness between Himself and God.

™ i 20y 9 g
seemed anxious to publish the| They will even go “",ﬁ” as to call
| Him a divine man. But the thing

| that really matters they deny Him. |

They try to reduce Him to their own
standard of thought, and refuse to

We have heard across the seas the
| echoes of the professions of men
| who claim to be preachers of the
Gospel and ministers of the Lord,

| whose divinity they deny. Swch

utterances are the inevitable result

| of membership in a religious body

which has no authoritative teacher
af'regards its faith, and which un-
justly gives to each member lay or

| clerical, the right to hold and to
teach doctrines which appeal most
to his own fancies. |
They are harmful at any time, for |

they will undoubtedly be received
and accepted by many in their own
communion who are weak in faith,

but they are especially malignant |

at this time when the world is grop-
ing in the darkness for the glimmer
of light that will lead it from the
gloom of materialism and unbelief
into the sunlight of God’s truth.

Without the firm convietion of
Christ's Divinity all attempts to
spread real Christianity into socie ty
are foredoomed to failure. Chri
tianity rests on this foundation—
the Divinity of Chi \wm it it
miracles, sacraments, the Blessed
Virgin, the .ulx‘;n:u doetrine and
moral of the Christian religion all
may be re Iw,'v?-nl to the realm of
myth and fable. If Christ is God,
His re ligion is the true religion, and
all men must accept it.

That Christ is God we firmly
believe on indisputable evidence.
His miracles proved that He had the
seal of God upon His statements.
When He said therefore, as He did
on many occasions, that He was the
Son of God, -and confirmed His
statement with a miracle, there is
no longer room for doubt that He
was what He claimed to be, the Son
of God, equal to the Father in all

| things. His birth, death and resur-

rection, which has been established
on historical grounds, which no his-
torian can gainsay, prove again the
truth of his statements by their
stupendous miracles. The miracu-
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Association of Canada
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Policies.”’
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You Look Your Best
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day toilet preparations and watch
your skin, hair and hands improve.
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