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()LR BOYS 5 AND hll{LS !
4

Motherlﬂlnhd-y.

1t was a frosty morning in November
when P aul Ellis  uncermonions ly en
gered the home of his friend, !
Markham. ¢ Hello Jack ! he eried,
“may | ask what it is you are conceal
ing from view, sir ! Been into mis- |
chief, ;ml»\l)l\, after the manner ..[1
small hoys whoso mothers are gone."
This is said by way of pleasantry, for
poth lads were strapping boys of fifteen |
{hereahouts.

"

“|.‘. answer Jack drew forth a partl |

finished shelf, on which he was puttin

mne! ornamental work. |
Did you do all that with

knife "

Jack nodded.

¢ 11 must have taken a long t
Wha it for, anyway ?"’

well, to-morrow 1 mot hey hirt}
dav, vou know, wmd T am making i
her.  She doesn't knew a thing about
"»|‘ W now, while
]»m‘ e in the time to
When I heard you | i
ome hack, and that'

‘Do you always of
thir " asked Paul, {4
whittli nd whistling

“ What sort of
shelves 2" inquired Jack, with a lauel

. 1 mean giving presents to your
mother, and and—things Jike that

‘ Why, I always try to s}
pirthday different  frofm Ot r da

s to me I'd feel real sneaking me
not ¢ notice it at all.  As little
as mother has, she always manage t
have +whing extra for me when o
hirthday comes."’

Paul's face flushed erimson at the un
oonscious rebuke these words e X i
for him Never in his life had he giver
his mother anything, or take
n { her rthday. Indeed
1o quite ure wher the day
though he thought it wa me time d
i W same mo Ja volce

t 3D ¢hat, Paul?" asked his
Madge ho was just entering the re
She w two years & i Paul

Their f “.:‘,.1l<‘n‘] everal yvears b

fore, and the family had had a hard time

financially ever sinee.
Paul 1d his sister of his own half
formed plans for their mother.

“Oh, that will be splendid!" she
eried ‘Why didn't we ever think (
q bt

]iv
ah )| 1 had
o for any one else.  Madge, di
b hat mother needs I don't
ki it to get her."’
Madge thought a moment, ** Yes, I
he needs a new dre f
The best dress she has
habby. But what can 1
do? 1 ven't any money to am unt te
Well other has been teaching you
fo « tely, and you do first rato.
How 1d it do to get her off some
Wher he forenoon, and you have
dinner v wly when she comes back 2"’
AN ill do, if T can manage it. 1
l'f“‘- ¢ 1 can get Mrs. Jones down on
the er to make a birthday cake.

You w she bakes for o somo- |

]vn-u|.‘

times, und she makes good cakes. I

think 1 have enough money for that. |
Tl find out in the morning |
__'”-- hday dawned clear ar d beau- |
tful, ichbor, who was in the sed

rot, secret for Mrs. Kllis during the fore- |
noon, and kept her till thedinner hour. !
“!" he returned, what was her sur |
Prise '<‘4ln table 1aid with a snowy |
oloth, and a empting dinner prepare ud ‘I
=hover nhl ible meal indeed, for a

girl of thirteen. In the center was @}
Yeautiful cake, with Mrs. Ellis’ initials

i, 1| ww learning what it was f ‘
d]'\y\» mes  had  added several 4‘!)\‘7"}
aintios, \\]li(‘ll also graced the table. !

Beside Mry,

pened parcel,
Wy

she

Ellis'

plate lay an un

v, what does this mean, Madgo
1 finally managed to say. ‘ You've |
been oo {ing dinner alone, haven't you?
hll::]w 1 niee dinner, too!'’ she added.
You soe, mnlh(-r, we haven't forgot-

ten { ' . .

n \} day,” said Madge, with a smile
‘The day 2 why, it is my birthday,

Isn't iy ‘ ‘

o I had almost forge tten it"’
]'m]\". wonder you forget it, splied
{IH yone else always has.
we're not going to do that anymore.
Noy please open 1h L( parcel. 1 want to
e how you like it.
When "Mrs., Ellis saw the soft gray
el dress goods within her cyes

———

when eve

John |

e —— o
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invalids.

We often see & wl
or home U vnsfwlmml hy one sunny soul.
On the other hand, we have seell them
blighted and made dark by a gloomy,

ole store or factory

THIZ CATHOLIC

|
sense that whatever was diflicult 1Ilu|¥
disagreeable was necessarily  good dis- }
cipline. 1t is meant in a sciantifie
sense. Lvery advance in the study Ufl
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