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(From Our Own Correspondent.

In the religious world at the Cap
ital there is little or no news of any 
importance this week. Still I may 
mention the fact that a suggestion 
had been made by some prominent 
city representatives—both parliamen
tary and municipal—that something 
should be done to assist the Univer
sity in the present unfortunate posi
tion in which the recent fire placed 
the faculty. It was stated that the 
Council would be asked to grant a 
sum of $50,000 to the rebuilding of 
the institution! As the proposition 
did not seem to be taken to kindly 
by all the’members of the Council, it 
was decided to take a popular vote 
upon it. At this Juncture the rector 
of the University, in the name of the 
Faculty, wrote to the Mayor, de
clining the offer. As it was not un
animously supported the rector felt 
a great delicacy in accepting such a 
gift, and he naturally asked that the 
matter would not be submitted to 
the ordeal of a plebiscite. It is to 
be regretted that in such a case 
there should have been any discord
ant voice. It seems to many that 
the Ontario Government should do 
something for the University under 
the circumstances. There arc several 
precedents, and one in particular 
should stand out in relief. When, in 
the "eighties" the Toronto Univer
sity was burned, the Mercier Govern
ment of Quebec, voted a sum of 810,- 
000 for its reconstruction.

There was a rumor started, shortly 
after the fire at the University, jhat 
Rev. Father Fallon, .former vice-rec
tor, would be recalled from his posi
tion in Buffalo, and given the rector
ship of the University. That reverend 
gentleman madgf a clear statement in 
regard to the rumor, which was ns 
follows:—

"The rumor is absolutely ridicul
ous. There is not a word of truth 
in it. If the law could deal with 
such a case, and I could find the au
thor of the rumor, I would appeal to 
the law. The affair is ridiculous for 
many reasons, and above all, for per
sonal reasons."

It is exceedingly unfortunate that 
unreflecting persons should allow 
their personal predilections, or per 
sonal ideas and prejudices, to lead 
them into, such a course; for they 
have no conception of the immense 
amount of worry, annoyance they in
flict upon the very people whom they 
admire and love. Not one In a hun
dred, not one in five hundred, per
haps, of the people in the outside 
world, has a practical and proper 
knowledge of the inner life of com
munity in a religious order. It is 
generally a case of "save me from 
my friends." Your correspondent has 
had twenty-five years of close and in
timate acquaintance with our vari
ous religious communities, and how 
often has he not found members of 
them begging, praying, with tears in 
their eyes and trepidation in their 
hearts, to have their names kept out 
of print, to be saved from notoriety, 
to be protected against a generous 
but over-zealous and misguided 
worldly friendship that menaced their 
real and only happiness and content
ment in life. It is to be hoped that 
the plain statement of Rev. Father 
Fallon will put an end for all time 
to any such inopportune rumors.

that had t0 a blaze
that had commenced in the cellars 
We cm, readily imagine the

Father Etnery must have 
by this time, of the fire alarm. One 
«■eh expenence is eneugh in a liIc_

On the 21st instant, a general as-
wUl I1" h',Hhe Priests''0' ,he diocese 

11 be held- at the Archbishop’s pal
ace, 1er the purpose of devising plans 
to come to the aid of the University 
author,ties. His Grace is the Chan
cellor of the University.

Rev. Father Bourque, O.P., the 
famous Dominican preacher, who j. 
curate at St. Jean Baptiste Church 
has returned from a prolonged mis
sion tour to St. Hyacinthe and Que
bec. Rev. Father Stickney, former 
secretary to Mgr. Sharetti, the Apos
tolic Delegate, left Ottawa on Mon
day for Hartford, Conn. Thence he 
will go to Baltimore to visit His 
Eminence Cardinal Gibbons; alter 
which he will go to Washington to 
take up the pastoral charge oi 
Peter’s Church,
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Last year the Catholic Board ol 
School Commissioners obtained per
mission to have the election oi their 
commissioners held on the same day 
as the municipal elections; They have 
sought also to have the voting take 
place in the same polling booths; but 
this was refused. Nominations will 
take place on the Both December 
and voting on the 6th January. Thé 
commissioners are in tavor of having 
short-hand, taught in the Breboeui, 
Duhamel, St. Jean Baptiste. St Jos
eph, and St. Patrick’s schools. ‘ The 
pupils who desire to learn this extra 
branch will pay an extra fee of twen 
ty-flve cents per month.

In the political world there is no 
news to send. I„ fact, your readers 
are just as conversant with happen
ings here os is your .correspondent. 
It is on!)' during a session of Par- 
liament, when the eyes of the coun
try are centred on Ottawa, and when 
events on Parliament-Hill succeed 
each other witli panoramic rapidity, 
that the correspondent can find mat
erial of a really interesting character 
to send the readers of a weekly pub
lication. For the present there is no
thing more to be told about the Ot
tawa happenings of this week.

On Tuesday night a most interest
ing and highly instructive1 lecture 
was given in St. Patrick’s Hall, by 
Rev. Father Van Becelarrc, P.P., on 
the Old Testament, in the light oi 
the recent discoveries in the East, In 
addition to the lecture was a fine 
musical and literary entertainment ; 
but the lecture, in itsclt was a won 
derful revelation, and went far to 
prove that the members of religious 
orders are just as zealous to-day as 
in the past, in scientific, historic and 
other researches.

In many important departments of 
life that materially touch our'happi- 
ness and well-being in this vale here 
below Catholics are sadly indiffer
ent. Among those are the press and 
our literature.

Recently Rev. Francis S. Betten 
S.J., delivered a lecture on the subé 
jeet, of Catholic literature. Incident
ally he pointed out the evil which 
the pernicious literature now flood
ing the world exerts over the minds 
of our people. He said:—

On Saturday morning last, after a 
long and painful illness. Rev. Father 
Lavan. the popular-gifted and uni- 
versally beloved parish priest ol 
rackenham, Ont., died.

was born bn the 2nd August. 
1842, and was ordained priest in 

une, 1864. For over thirty years 
atlier Lavan has been parish priest 

°f Packenham; but his name and 
fame as a truly noble prleet of God 
•ere not confined to his own district 
b°r yet to bis own province.

, 11,8 laat days he had the consol
ation o, a special visit from His 
Grace Archbishop Duhamel of t)t- 
”*a, and Vicar-General Routhler.

« was one of those great soldiers 
l^the ranks of the Church Militant 

rue deeds are not all recorded by 
• but whose heroism is known to 

•bo rewards it.—R.I.P.
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The Catholic Bible Class, at its 
meeting on Sunday last, took up the 
question of "the Brothers of Our 
Lord," Of whom mention is made in 
lour different passages of the Gospel. 
Three explanations have been offered 
in the past, of this difficulty. Sonic 
say that these are sons of St. Jos
eph from a first marriage; others and 
among them almost all modern Pro
testants have claimed that they were 
children of Mary, the Mother of 
Chr.st; the Catholic interpretation is 

'that they were cousins, or olood re
lations of Our Lord. The statement 
of the director of the Class, Rev, Fa
ther Van Becelacre, O.P., is most in
teresting. He said: "The first opin
ion seems to have no foundation 
whatever in the texts or in tradition. 
The second might claim some ration- 
ability on the basis of the sacred 
texts, or the words of some of the 
fathers; still, the Catholic opinion is 
quite as rational and logical on the 
heals of the same sacred texts, but 
it has moreover for itself the enorm
ous weight of the argument of pro
priety. How could the mother of the 
Son of God, who objected to the 
very idea of becoming a mother at 
all, even after the salutation of the 
angel (how shall this be, etc.,) have 
consented to become the mother oi 
other chilien, and after having been 
the spouse of the Holy Spirit, to be
come the wife of a man? The church 
has made for Catholics the perpetual 
virginity of the Bleseed Virgin a dog
ma of faith. The present textual dif
ficulty is a fresh instance of the ne
cessity of some dogmatic, supreme 
and infallible authority1 to. decide the 

fh the texts themselves 
us to solve by our own

We are now lacing the Act, that 
there exists a wicked literature, that 
there are books and papers which 
subserve the interests of the devil- 
that the press, which ought to be a 
sanctum of the Most High, has been 
converted by the powers of darkness 
into a factory of infernal machinery. 
This is truly a deplorable fact But 
unspeakably more deplorable would 
it be. should wc deny this fact from 
sheer supineness nnd ignorance. j 
say from supineness, for if there are 
so many bad boolm, then it becomes 
our duty to ward off the danger from 
US and those committed to our 
charge, and this means that wc must 
be active; from ignorance, for it re
quires, indeed, a vast amount of con
ceitedness to ignore the warnings oi 
our God-appointed pastors. Or. do 
we want to act ill., the ostrich, who 
when he spies the hunter, closes his 
eyes and hides his head in the sand. 
Ol course, he sees nothiog, and forth
with concludes with his ostrich sense, 
that no danger is nigh. Whether he 
has yet sense enough to wonder af
terwards. how he got caught, is not 
told in the story.

Such tactics, gentlemen, cannot be 
ours. Wo cannot sit idly by and 
look on and smoke our pipes and 
say: "There are no bad books, no 
newspapers that exert a baneful influ
ence over us." Such wisdom might 
lit the pate of a fowl, and it seems 
too stupid even lor a fowl. For, 
with the ostrich the question is one 
that concerns only animal life, with 
us it concerns our immortal soul and 
tho souls of our neighbors. The pol 
icy of remaining inactive in such dan
ger is certainly very un-Catholic, and 
does not at all tally with the prnc 
tieal, prudent nnd provident mind of 
the sons of America.

I have already made repeated men 
tion of those branches of literature 
whose first purpose is entertainment 
viz., novels, magazines and newspa 
pers. I would like to add a few quo- 
tations, to throw further light 
the true nature of such productions 
of tho present day.

"In the light literature of the. 
day," writes a Protestant, " there 
prevails n tendency to avoid all men
tion of religion and even the slight
est allusion to the truths of Chris
tianity. But infinitely more repre
hensible is the proneness to adorn 
vice and disguise inner foulness with 
all the attractions of elegant diction.
In the long, dismal catalogue of 
crimes, there is hardly one, which 
has not been stripped of its repulsive 
heinousness by the art of the writer. 
Revolt, murder, lust, debauchery 
have all been decked out with roman
tic fancies and literary pomp."

That the female character should 
fare the worst in such travesty, need 
scarcely be mentioned. Nor is it at 
all surprising, that some two months 
ago a non-Catholic American lady 
eould write: "The idea of womanly 
purity has no attraction nowadays 
in the world of letters, rather the 
contrary. Conjugal infidelity and 
whatever leads to it, is the only 
thing that is forever being glorified 
and paraded."

point is good. And you would buy B 
booh without examination! It is B 
puzzle to me. It matjers little whe
ther the book is well bound and 
printed, but It matters much whether 
its contents are good or bad.

This concern is especially called for 
m the selection of reading for youth. 
In their young hearts a bad book 
will awaken tar more dangerous in
stincts than in maturer age. To them 
apply with particular force tile words 
of the Archbishop already quoted :

Everything is so fascinating that 
the reader soon begins to devour his 
poisoned food and is rendered insen
sible to the loss of nis innocence, llis 
mind is tainted, his former love tur 
prayer and earnest work is dissipat
ed, and there is no telling to whnt 
depths of degeneration this once vir- 
tuons soul may sink."

What a serious obligation rests, 
therefore, on all parents! As the 
guardians of the family, they are re- 
sponsible for what is read bv their 
children. "Do not deceive ‘ your
selves,” continues the same Arch-’ 
bishop, "one single godless and im
moral bool» can readily destroy all 
that home and school nnd church 
have with great effort built up in the 
soul of the child. Many parents 
whose hair has turned grey with 
grief over their children, reap only 
the fruits of the unconcern with 
which they tolerated the printed poi
son in the hands of their children."

PARISH PROGRESS.- -Tho corros-
pondent of the "Catholic Times 
writing from Tunbridge in the dio
cese of Sothwark, says —

f the difficulty.
; and only

The Archbishop of Freiburg writes 
in his latest pastoral: "There are 
books and periodicals that must be 
called breeders of immorality. Under 
the guise of instruction and enter
tainment, they sully the mind, lure 
to sin, and pander to the lowest in
stincts."

If this be so, if the general trend 
of our current literature be of suçh 
dangerous sort, then every sensible 
man must know where his duty 
points. I am bound to save my soul; 
but can I do It, as long as I court 
the company of books that reek with 
evil suggestions, or In hours of lassi
tude yield passively to sensations 
which such hooks are sure to arouse?

Impossible, we have the duty, the 
bounden duty to use judgment in the 
selection of our rending matter, and 
when we have our grave doubts about 
its character, to spurn it manfully.
Why do people buy bad books? I do 
not understand. Even when you buy 
a pen you try to make sure that Its

Therefore, banish from your homes 
evesy bad book tjjat is a banc to 
faith and morality; keep them out oi 
the hands oi your children; keep 
them out of your own hands, even 
though they were given you by your 
best friend; even though they were 
bound in gold and jewelry, and were 
obtained from the shelves of an exé 
cellent library. Away with them lest 
you realize too late the warning oi 
Holy Scripture: Can n man hide fire 
in his bosom and his garments not 
burn? Or can he walk upon hot 
coals, and his feet not be burnt? 
(Prov. vi., 27, 28.)

Though we were the.most learned 
and virtuous men in the world, wo 
must shun had hooks and newspa- 
pens, otherwise we shall suffer harm 
in our souls.

I have known n man. n priest, who 
enjoyed merited reputation for learn
ing and gave many evidences or ex
cellent moral character. Ho is now 
an apostate, and fills Germany with 
the scandal of his double life. Am
ong the causes of his ruin was fore
most his wont of discretion in pro
miscuous- reading, if ever n priest 
run suffer such shipwreck of his faith, 
others have much more reason to 
steer clear of seas that seem to wave 
harmlessly over hidden reefs.

But tho Church would not content 
herself with deploring the existence 
of so many bad books. She had to 
take steps, this she did by her log 
islation concerning the protection of 
books in general nnd by branding 
some very pernicious works individu
ally.

The most effective means, however 
is the production and spread of good 
boolK. For this reason the profes
sion oi Catholic writers nnd newspa
permen is so much thought of and so 
highly praised and recommended 
the last Council of Baltimore.

But the books, are written to be 
used. So it is absolutely necessary 
to buy them. In the first place, there 
should he in every family not only a 
catechism, a bible history, but also 
an explanation of the gospels, a life 
of saints.

But we should as far ns can be 
done always prefer Catholic books. 
There is such a vast number of them 
that no one is excused who spends 
his money for non-Catholic produc

A special way of spreading Catho
lic books is by the formation and 
support of libraries under Church su
pervision. The Church has always 
been a patron of learning and librar
ies, and in spite oi the wanton de
struction by misguided fanaticism or 
many old monastic libraries, she 
still owns in Rome and elsewhere 
some of the most valuable book trea
sure» of the world.

Catholic Buffalo is not 100 years 
old, yet it need not be ashamed of 
its love for books. Some of you 
may be agreeably surprised to hear 
that the Catholic institutions of this 
city, such as the Catholic Institute 
and the North Buffalo library, toge
ther pile up the handsome total ol 
60,000 volumes. Among these arc 
not comprised the libraries of most 
church societies and one or another 
academy whose possessions could not 
be ascertained.

You cannot patronize and encour
age these libraries too much.

Quietly and steadily the Catholic 
Church seems ,o be making headway 
n the 1 rot estant town of Tunbridge 

Ihe new Catholic Church, which is 
being erected in Lyons-crescent is 
rapidly approaching comm.iimi and 
the design of Mr. W. B. Hughes, of 
Tunbridge Wells nnd Craven street 
Charing Cross, will evidently give' 
great satisfaction. Beyond this n„ 
ox.led community (,f mms 
France took possession of the pro 
perty known ns "Shrublamls" at the 
beginning of tho week, nnd on Fri 
day the liev. Father Stapler, recto,"- 
of Tunbridge Wollscum-Tonbri.lge vis
ited tho premises, blessed the house 
and chapel ready for the installation 
of the community on the following 
morning. On Saturday, being tho 
Funst of the Présentât ion of t|„, 
Blessed Virgin, the Reverend Father 
said Mass in the newiy-cstnhlished 
Home, nnd administered Holy Com- 
munion to the community.

The Reverend Father 
the new church and 
great satisfaction

the truths of Faith. "Why has this 
not been done before?" ip the'quee- 
tion a great many of them ask ex- 
plicitiy and implicitly. Why not, in- 
deed, may we ask, too.

The question box" where people 
may put their questions in and have 
than, answered thu following night 
was most extensively „s,xt „nd show! 
«1 the number of people there are in 
our midst who are ready enough to 
embrace an opportunity „f learning 

" 111 1 '*,lfl lorn! Protestant 
press, too, solicited full information 
US to nil that was Inking place, and 
showed itself very desirous of obtain- 
>ng pure and accurate reports.

As (ILr „s Can bo judged, therefore, 
the work has met with approval ou 
nil sides. There has been no ili-fM,_ 
mg- created, „o susceptibilities . 
wounded, and nmny misconceptions 
have been removed and much good 
done. Father Filmer has done a 
good work in Rugby, The mission 
l-at he and his colleagues of the 

Westminster Diocesan Association 
have undertaken is n noble one, and . 
nidging by the rosulis attained at 
Rugby, is one certain to he crowned 
with success-one that will lend many 
«nils to Cod nnd llis Church.

:> visited 
expressed his 
nl the progress 

made in its construction and the of. 
fects produced by (|„, designs of (he 
architect, it is hoped Hint Ihe new 
church will bo ready for Divine wor
ship early in Ihe New Year, and Ibis 
is tile more necessary because Ihe 
temporary iron church in Waterloo 
road is now no longer capable of 
providing accommodai ion for the 
congregation, which is greatly due to' 
the devoted nnd untiring efforts in 
the cause of religion of ihe Rov 
-Iana's Walsh, assislnnl In ihe H,.- 
Father .Staple),

A handsome oakj pulpit was opened 
at St. Patricks Church, >1 udders- 
field, on Sunday, the 22nd ult. The 
now pulpit is octagonal, supported 
on n circular moulded hast- and shaft 
with a boldly carved capital, from 
which spring the moulded vaulting 
ribs which terminate behind shields 
placed at the angles in a Land of 
carved foliage running around the 
bottom of tho octagonal body of the 
pulpit. 1 lie circular angle shafts rest 
upon the shields and have carved 
capitals. The panels arc deeply 
cessed and surrounded by cinquefoil 
arches supported on small shafts with 
carved capitals. The panels arc so 
arranged that they can be removed, 
as it is intended at some time U 
substitute panels painted with fig. 
ures for the present plain oak ones 
The whole of the mouldings and foli 
age are in the style of the thirteenth 
century or early English Gothic. The 
work has been well carried out in the 
fown, in the shop of Mr. H. ffo 1- 
land, the carving being executed by 
Mr. E. Armitage, under the superin 
tendence and from the designs of Mr 
•John Uaigh, of the firm of Abbey 
and Hanson, who has also designed 
the decoration and superintended the 
repairs of the church. ✓

A BUSINESS WOMAN.

i: “Is she a business woman?" 
"Yee."
"What business is she interest-

I TO NON-CATHOLICS. - A most 
successful mission to non-Catholics 
was brought to a close in St. Mary’s 
Church. Rugby, recently, by a sol
emn procession of the Blessed Sacra
ment and Benediction. The mission 
was givçn by the Rev. Father Fil
mer (Westminster Diocesan Mission
ary), and is the first mission of the 
kind ever given in this country out
side London. The success attending 
it was immediate and lasting. No 
such congregations have ever been 
gathered together in St. Marie’s, and 
even weel«night after weoknight the 
church has been more than full, and 
chairs have had to be repeatedly re
quisitioned to accommodate the num
bers who have followed the sermons.

Catholics, of course, have been in
terested, and have thrown themselves 
into the work with the greatest zeal 
and earnestness, but Protestants 
have shown themselves most anxious 
to come and listen to what Father 
Filmer had to say. The great fea
ture of (hese missions is that they 
arc absolutely non-controversial, the 
aim is to explain the doctrines of 
the Catholic Faith, and from begin
ning to end not one word was said 
that the most critical Protestant 
could take objection to.

Judging by the readiness of Pro
testants to come and listen, there 
can be no doubt that this worn has j 
the blessing of God upon it, and is a j 
work most suited to the* preeent 
needs of the Church in England. 
Night after night the same people 
have come to the church and a great 

have already come

IRISH FORESTERS. — A cere, 
muny which occasioned great interest 
amongst Irish National Foresters 
ami those residing in Ardwick and 
Ancoats particularly, took place in 
HI. Aloysius’ Catholic Club, Farit 
place, on Friday night last, when 
the Rev. David Bower, rector oi St. 
Aloysius’, Ardwicl* and his esteem! 
cd assistant, the Rev. F. Burton, to
ge, her With Mr. F. Earley, a promi
nent parishioner, were Initiated hon
orary members of the Hope oi Erin 
Branch of the Irish National Forest
ers. Dm. l'ouuciHoc Daniel lloylo 
presided over a very large attend, 
ance of members, the visitors includ
ing all tho district officers, and Bros, 
A. Madden, J. McDonald (dist. Irons! 
nivr), John Doyle (disV. secretary); 
Thomas (in costume), and Mr. Wm. 
Muslorson. Tiro two rev. gentlemen 
on filtering were accorded a " Cncd 
Mill.. Failli,e." Faille,’ l'ower has 
been the Source of great strength to 
l ho en use of Irish Forestry ever sinco 
I.. ruine to Ardwick four years ago, 
and Eat her Burton, his popular as
sistant, although an Englishman, him 
inirl.v found liis way into the hearts 
of Irishmen in Hie district, sympa
thizing with everything they have i„ 
common. Hro. Councillor 1). Doyle, 
after the formol ceremony of initiat
ing had been gone through, welcom
ed thu new honorary members, nnd 
proceeded to speak In eloquent terms 
of the objects of the Irish National

MORI--. UNITY.—The Catholic
Times reports a movement for sec- 

ondary education which is evidently 
going to bear good fruit. The re
mark of thu Bishop Uasertelli that 
parochialism should be put aside to 
enter the wider field is full of im
port, even to us in Canada. The re- 
port says:—

Active measures are being taken 
by the Catholics of Bolton to carry 
into effect the projected Catholic sec
ondary- school and teachers’ centre 
tor the town and district. To this 
end the Sisters of the Most Holy 
Cross and Passion have promised 
£1,000 and a very suitable site ad
joining the Mount St. Joseph Con
sent, Deane. With the object of iur- 
thcr considering the projected scheme 

meeting of the Catholics of tho 
district was held in the Temperance 
Hall. Bolton, on Wednesday evening, 
November 2.r,th, when thu Lord Bisli! 
op of the diocese. Right Rev. Dr. 
Cnxortelli, delivered an important 
address on the question of Catholic 
secondary education. St. Mary’s 
brass band discoursed selections 
while the audience were assembling, 
and when the meeting opened at 7.80 
p m., tho capacious hall was filled 
from floor to ceiling. The Very Rev. 
Dean Avcrdonk presided. In opening 

proceedings tho chairman ro

ll

the
marked that a worthy successor of 
Bishop Bilsborrow had been found in 
Dr. Casartclll. They as Bolton Catty- 
dies were all proud of him, and ex
tended to him a hearty welcome. At 
the outset of his address, the Bishop 
expressed his thanks for the hearti
ness of the reception on that the oc
casion of his first visit to Bolton; he 
also thanked those who had organ
ized that magnificent meeting, which 
ho took not only as a personal com* 
pliment to himself, but as showing a 
spirit of co-operation among tho
clergy and laity. In framing tho
scheme for a Catholic secondary 
school for girls for Bolton and 
surrounding district there had 
united nation among the Cathol 
missions of the town, and this 
od the beginning of a new era 
putting aside of the old-f, 
system of what he might term 
ochialism. and the en’ 
wider, and therefore 
tial sphere <
It»- Variou 

of the ;

'■ÆM


