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The bonusing of railways in a country as well
established as ours is entirely unnecessary. We
believe that this practice has a strong tendency
to corrupt not only the management and organi-
zation of the companies interested, but the poli-
tical life of the nation. In this regard we would
particularly urge that the bounties on iron and
steel be discontinued entirely at the end of the
term they are granted for, and that no further
additions should be made in future to the list of
bounty-fed industries. We would also condemn
the using of the people’s money in the bonusing
of an ‘“All-Red Line’’ of fast passengers steam-
ships. We do not believe this project will be of
any material advantage to the nation at large.’’

Brief discussion dealing chiefly with the deplor-
able conditions arising from the development of
party politics in such legislation was followed by
the clause being carried unanimously.

FAVORED INTERESTS INVESTIGATED.

By way of ensuring equal treatment for all in-
terests on their merits the report argued :

““ We believe it would be to the advantage of
the people at large if all industries or schemes
receiving anything from the nation in the form
of tariff protection, bounties, or bonuses, were
compelled to submit to a searching examination
by a competent officer or board, appointed by the
@overnment from whom the favor is received.
This investigation should include : 1. Methods of
organization ; 2, actual capital invested ; 8,
methods of management ; 4, suitability to the
country. ‘The results of this investigation should
be given, not only to the Parliament, but to the
people. This should be extended to the investi-
gation of the existence of combines and trusts,
and wherever these are shown to exist, there
should be an immediate withdrawal of all boun-
ties, bonuses, and tariff advantage.’

It was pointed out that since the intention was
only to provide against giving support to young
interests, or to avoid increasing the support to
going organizations or concerns, the word ‘‘ re-
ceiving,”’ in line 3, should be changed to ‘‘asking.’’
After comsiderable discussion the clause was car-
ried with that amendment. It was made clear
that the intention was to have such grants as
those to live-stock associations or beekeepers’
associations investigated the same as manufactur-
ing concerns.

ACUTE INTEREST IN AUTOMOBILE LEGIS-
LATION.

Legislation regarding the control of the auto-
mobile nuisance proved to be the stickler. The

recommendation of the committee was :

That legislation be asked which will: (1) Give
to the counties the power to control the use or
traffic ; (2) Prevent them using the public roads
for three days each week and Sunday; and (8)
Make the users of autos responsible for all dam-
age caused by their presence on the highways.”’

Commenting on conditions, Mr. Drury reported:

“ It is, if possible, better proved now than a
year ago, that where horse and auto traffic use
the same roads, the horse traffic must suffer. Nor
is it more apparent that autos are extending their
use among the rural classes. A vehicle which is
of no use for five months of the year throughout
the greater part of our country, and which is
still very expensive, cannot replace the horse.
Farmers, particularly in a country where they are
taxed for almost every other industry, are not
likely to have an auto for summer and a horse
for winter. Under these circumstances we do not
regard-it as just that the farmers, who built, and
largely maintain, the roads, should be incon-
venienced and endangered by a vehicle which is
not.a necessity in any case, and which is in most
cases merely a plaything for the idle rich.”’

Several members thought it. would be well to
strike out section 2. W. F. W. Fisher suggested
high license, and J. W. Hyatt thought the license
money should go to the municipality to repair
damaged roads. W. L. Smith said if counties
were given control, free roads certain days of the
week would be guaranteed. Mr. Fisher pointed
out that the automobile was here to stay, and
the object should be to control their running. It
could be done by high license, according to weight

and running capacity, so that the Government .

could have something to turn over to the muni-
cipalities to cover damage done to roads. That
high license would not safeguard the lives of farm-
ers and their families driving on the highways was
the opinion of James Fallis. The question should
be, what could be done to protect the men who
make and maintain the roads ?

Lengthy discussion and numerous and varied
suggestions resulted in the clause being referred
back to the committee. Later it was carried
unanimously, with clause two cancelled and the
following substituted : ** (2) Provide high Pro-
vincial license to give reasonable compensation
for injury to roads, and that this be distributed
to the municipalities in proportion to popula-
tion.”’

RATLWAY TAXATION.

Regarding the taxes railway companies are
obliged to pay, the report read : )

<~ We believe that the present system of rail-

.<srsment for municipal purposes is entirely
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