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drance to the preaching of a more perfect
one ; we may grudge the successes of the
Mahometan missionary which condemn
beforchand the labors of the Christian
missionary to be in vain ; but for the
Mahometan missionary himself, giving
himself to hand on to “others such light
as he himself has, we can feel nothing
but respect and sympathy. And we can
feel sympathy too for earnest believers in
Islam, devout students of the Koran, who
have enough of faith in their own system,
enough of good-will towards the followers
of rival systems, to challenge men of rival
creeds to meet them on the fair ficld of
reasonable discussion. For our own part
in the matter, we have gone but little
into detail ; we have preferred to record
the impressions which we haye drawn
from the Koran and from its great Ger-
man and English interpreters, chiefly as
bearing on the great facts of history, and
especially on the relations of Islam to
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other monotheistic creeds. But we shall
be well pleased if we can send any in
whom we can awaken a wish to study the
subject more in detail, to the works of
Weil and Muir, and thoze who are more
enduring to that of Dr, Sprenger.  But
we feel that all that we do we are doing
from an imperfect point of view, from the
point of view of those who look to the
history and religions of the Fast mainly
in their relation to the European and
Christian world. But a view  from the
side of purely Oriental learning can
hardly fail to be equ dly imperfect, “Fill
some superhuman genius shall unite in
himself the lore of al] ages and languages,
scholars in different branches must be
content to interchange the ideas which
they have formed from their several points
of view, and each one to profit by the
experience of fellow-lab rers, in other

fields.




