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THE FIRE PREVENTION
MOVEMENT.

IMPROVEMENT OF CONDITIONS IN TORONTO-
NEOESSITY OF EDUCATING PUBLIC OPINION
—~FIRE MARSHALS WANTED.

By G. P. Payne, President Insurance Institute of
Toronto.) ’
There is a movement on foot which has been de-
veloping for some years in the United States, and 1s
beginning to be felt in Canada, which will probably
have very wide-reaching influence on the business of
fire insurance. That is the movement for fire pre-
vention. At the last meeting of the National Fire
Protection Association, held in New York, there were
represented some 26 state associations, which are en-
gaged in the work of fire prevention. In Ontario an
association for this purpose has been formed, with
Mr. John B. Laidlaw, manager of the Norwich Union
Fire  Insurance Society, as president. The im-
portance of this work, and the need for the active
co-operation by all associations of business men, will
he apparent when it can be shown that the per capita
loss by fire in this country rises to an amount of over
$2.50 per annum, while in a number of large foreign
‘ountries the per capita loss varies from only 30 cents
lo 50 cents per annum,

AN [arrovEMENT 1IN TorONTO.

It is rather a curious fact that the public generally
do not recognize the real import of our fire waste,
but the comparison is so marked, and the figures so
enormous, that we must not let pass a single oppor-
tunity to bring ourselves and the public generally to

realization of this tremendous waste. Insurance
men well know that the losses are not in reality borne
by the insurance companies, but are a burden upon
the country at large. Destruction by fire is a com-
plete loss, although the public are too often content
1o know that risks are covered by insurance, and there

necessity of bringing the people to a realizing sense
of responsibility in this matter. The public is always

mplaining that rates are too high although the
remedy for this lies largely in its own hands, and it
is quite possible to change high rates to low ones.

The conflagration of April 1oth, 1904, in Toronto,
has resulted in the erection of a superior type of
building and the result has been a lower rate of pre-
mium, so much so that almost all new warehouses
and factories of any importance are now built of
fireproof or slow burning construction. Many are
cquipped with sprinkler installations, which tend to
further reduce the rates. In doing this they are also
reducing the general fire hazard, as sprinklered risks
md fireproof buildings are splendid fire stops.

The loss of life from fires in this country is also
irge and although we have not had any very great
loss of life such as that of the Triangle Waist Factory
in New York, where 147 workers, mostly girls, lost
their lives, the possibility of such an occurrence 1
pamfully apparent in a number of our factories.

Exisrineg NEEDS.

They who see this menace must work together to
prevent these great losses,  If conflagrations are to
be prevented, there must be fire resistive or slow
burning construction, so that our fire departments
nav confine the fire to the building in which it starts.
[nflammable roofs and superstructures breed con
flagrations from flying sparks and embers.  Unpro-

tected window openings allow the spread of fires
from building to building. Frame sheds and addi-
tions in the rear of otherwise fairly good fire-resistive
buildings carry the fire from one building to another
Good internal protection such as is afforded by au-
tomatic sprinklers is perhaps the best method of con
fining a fire to the building in which it originates, but
where this cannot be attained, protected vertical open
ings, fire extinguishers, inside standpipe and hose (of
a size to be easily handled by an ordinary individual),
and fire pails, which are readily accessible, will fre
quently control a fire in its incipiency, which other-
wise might prove serious and even result in a con-
flagration.

There is just one way by which the appalling loss
of life and property by fire can be put a stop to, and
that is by educating public opinion so that we can
look upon this unnecessary loss as we do on man-
slaughter and stealing, as a crime rather than a mis-
fortune. Until this is done it would appear that no
real progress can be made. The man who has a fire,
instead of being looked upon as an unfortunate, will
be regarded as a public offender.

Firg Marsuars WAaNTED,

Under the laws of France a man is responsible to
his neighbors for a fire originating n his buildings,
which damages the neighbors’ property.  The land
lord is responsible to s tenant if it can be shown
that the accident was occasioned by some defect in
the building, or neglect of its proper upkeep.  On the
other hand, the tenant is responsible to the landlord,
not only for the damage done, but also for the loss
of rent, not only his own rent, but that of other
tenants. It is not probable that such aaw could be
enacted in this country, but it would appear that some
method that would fix the responsinlity for fire is
required.

An educative and publicity campaign 1s now being
actively pressed throughout the most of the states
and no doubt our own fire prevention association is
preparing to take steps along the same lines.  Boards
of trade and business men's associations generally are
being addressed by able speakers, and a most com
prehensive work of public education on the fire waste
is being made. In addition to such a campaign in the
province an important consideration is the matter of
incendiarism. There is no doubt that hundreds of
fires result from this, but how few of them are traced
to this origin, and what small percentage of the erim
inals have been arrested. This is a matter for the
provincial government to take in hand and 1 under
stand that something is now being done towards
having a fire commissioner for Ontario. n Man
itoba there has been a fire marshal for some vears
with a gratifying decrease i fire losses generally
throughout the province.

The report of the Consumers Gas Company ol
Toronto shows considerable expansion i the Com
pany's business for the year. Total receipts for the
vear were $3,205,310, out of which there were ex
penditures for various purposes of $2,301.520. leay
ing a balance to carry down of $841.08%1. Of this
$445,160 went in dividends, and $401,407 was trans
ferred to plant and buildings’ renewal fund. The
total assets of the Company are valued at $0,880,153,
an increase for the year of $1,131,304.
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