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the first Symptom of leprosy declares itself. An eternal
farewell to al] they hold most deap must be said, and
the poor creature is sent to the lazaretto. Tt often hap-
pens that a leper refuses to 80 quietly ; he is then drag-
ged by ropes like a beast to the shambles—for none is
willing to lay a finger upon him. Often the unhappy
beings are driven with blows to the very door of the
lazaretto.” Things of course could not long remain in
this brutal condition, The lepers, driven to desperation
by their physical and mental sufferings, by a wild
longing for the liberty denied them, and for the sight of
their loved ones, sometimes effected theip escape. An
attempt was finally made to ameliorate their condition,
and in {847 the lazaretto was removed to the spot where
it now stands, about half a mile from the parish church
of Tracadie. A large tract of land was here purchased
by the government ; and the present building was
erected, surrounded by a wooden wall twenty feet high,
set thick with nails o hinder the eéscape of the lepers,
The windows of the lazaretto were barred heavily with
iron, and thys added to the melancholy aspect of the
building. The lepers, weary of the revolting ressem.-
blance to a prison, tore most of the bars away, and
when the nung arrived there they at once ordered the
remainder to he removed.

In 1868 the nuns from the Hotel Dieu of Montreal
took possession of the lazaretto of Tracadie. For some
few years a strong necessity had bheen felt for the reor.
ganisation of this institution. A wish was expressed
that it could be Pliced under the care of the Hospital
Nuns, Steps were taken by Bishop Rogers to that
effect, and they scem to havye been singularly felicitous,
He obtained from Bishop Bourget the assistance of the
nuns of the Hétel Diey of Montreal, and the government
appears to have regavded with favorable eyes this regen.




